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EBTRACT FROM THE DEED OF TRUST, ES- 

TABLISHING THE HORSE LECTURESHIP. 

"THE general subject of the Lectures, I desire 

to be: 

"The relation of the Bible to any of the Sciences, 

as Geography, Geology, History, and Ethnology, the 

vindication of the inspiration and au6henticity of the 

Bible, against attacks made on scientific grounds, 

and the relation of the facts and truths contained 

in the Word of God, to the principles, methods and 

aims of any of the Sciences. 

"Upon one or more of these topics a course of ten 

public Lectures shall be given at least once in two or 

three years, by a Lecturer, ordinarily to be chosen two 

years in advance of the time for delivering of the 

Lectures. 

" The appointment of the Lecturer shall be by the 

concurrent action of the Founder of the Lectureship, 

during his life, the Board of Directors, and the faculty 

of said Seminary. 



vi EXTRACT FROM DEED OF TRUST. 

"The funds shall be securely invested, and the in- 

terest of the same shall be devoted to the payment of 

the Lecturer, and to the publication of the Lectures 

within a year after the delivery of the same. 

"The copyright of the Lectures shall be vested in 

the Seminary." 

(Signed) SAM~EL F. B. MORSE. 



P R E F A C E .  

THE aim of the present volume is to indicate the 
measure of harmony traceable between recent ad- 
vances in science, and the fundamental character- 
istics of religions thought., and the extent to which 
harmony is possible. This attempt has been made 
in the hope of contributing towards a better un- 
derstanding of the relative positions of scientists 
and theologians, thereby aiding the formation of 
public opinion on questions appearing to involve 
serious antagonism. 

The plan followed is to bring under review the 
great fields of scientific inquiry, advancing from 
unorganized existence to Man; to present the most 
recent results of research in these separate fields, 
without extending to minute details; as far as pos- 
sible, to allow scientific observers to state results 
in their own words; and then to examine carefully 
the reasonings deduced from ascertained facts, and 
the bearing of facts and inferences on religious 
thought. 

The general result is that marked modifica,Lions 
of thought concerning the structure and order of 
the universe have arisen on account of scientific 
discoveries, to be accepted by t,heologians, as by 
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all thinkers; that the bearing of these modifica- 
tions on religious conceptions has been greatly 
mistaken by many scientific observers; and that 
it must be held clear by scientists and theologial~s 
alilre, that while scientific methods are reliable 
within their own spheres, science can bear no tes- 
timony, and can offer no criticism, as to the super- 
natural, inasmuch as science is only an explanation 
of ascertained facts by recognition of natural law. 
I n  accordance with this last statement, i t  is main- 
tained, that science does not reach, far less deal 
with, the problem concerning the origin of Nature, 
the solntioil of which can be found only by tran- 
scending Nature, that is, by recognizing the su- 
pernatural. 

In the course followed I believe the purpose of 
the eminent Physicist who founded the lecture, has 
been rigidly kept in view. 

I desire here to express to the President and Pro- 
fessors of Union Theological Seminary, my sense 
of their great kindness while I delivered the course 
of lectures in New York, and specially for so ar- 
ranging as to allow of including the ftdl course 
within eight lectures,-a form which has been re- 
tained in publication. 

I have also to express my thanks for the kind 
manner in which these lectures were received in 
Edinburgh, where, with the exception of the two 
first, the course was, by request, redelivered. 

H. C. 
UNXVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 

ranz~arj, 3 rsl. 188r. 
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