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PREFACE.

Tins volume presents a selection from the contents of the
eight volumes in which the works of Huldreich Zwingli, the
Reformer of German Switzerland, are preserved in the only
edition now accessible, namely, that published in Zurich between
i828 and 184z, with a supplement in i86i. Egli and Finsler's

edition in the Corpus Reformatorum is announced but will not
be finished for at least ten years. The selection has been made
purposely from those papers which had never been translated
--at least not in their entirety--into modem German or English.

These papers have been arranged in chronological order, and
when read consecutively present a documentary history of several
phases of the Zurich Reformation. They have been utilized
in my biography of Zwingli, published by G. P. Putnam's Sons,
New York city, in the series of " Heroes of the Reformation,"
and are here printed in full by the courtesy of the publishers of
the series. As appears, the translations from the Latin were
made by Mr. Henry Preble, of this city, and by Prof. George
W. Gilmore, and those from the Zurich German by Mr. Law-
rence A. McLouth, Professor of German in the New York

University. They will be found accurate and spirited, and I am
very proud to be able to put into the hands of the English
reader for the first time matter of so interesting and important a

character. My highest ambition is that Huldreich Zwingli may
win in this way a large number of friends. My own part in this new

volume is a very modest one. I have made the selections, sup-
plied some introductory matter, and a few notes. Those who
would like to read more of the writings of Zwingli I refer to



4' PREFACE.

,ny biography alluded to above, in which will be found Pro-
fessor McLouth's translation in full of the sermon upon fasting,
preached in the spring of t522, which was the first published
reformation document in Switzerland; and the Confession of

Faith presented by Zwingli at the Diet of Augsburg, _53o,
translated by Rev. Henry E. Jacobs, D. D., LL. D., Professor
in the Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. ; re-
printed by permission, from Dr. Jacobs' edition of the Book of
Concord, Philadelphia, the best edition of that impoItant collec-

tion and its accompanying documents. Also, I would say that
in i899, in CoUegeville, Pa., there appeared a translation of
Zwingti's "Christian Education of Youth," by Professor Reichen-
bach, of Ursinus College, Philadelphia. I am not aware that
there are any other accessible English translations of Zwingli's

prose writings, but in my biography appear in English many
extracts from Zwingli's correspondence and from documents
bearing upon him.

SAMUEL MACAULEY JACKSON.

NEW YORK CITY, Ai#ril 8, I9og.



INTRODUCTION.

HULDREICHZWINGLIwas born in the outskirts of the village of

Wildhaus, forty miles east by south of Zurich, in Switzerland, on

the first of January, I484. His family on both sides were peas-

ants, but persons of more or less prominence and of high char-

acter. His father was the village magistrate and his father's

brother the village priest. This uncle was in 1487 transferred to

a higher position at Wesen, upon the Lake of Walenstadt, twelve

miles to the southwest of Wildhaus, and took Zwingli with him.

So there the child received his first book learning, and then he

was sent by his uncle, who was providentially a friend of the New

Learning, to Bern, Vienna and Basel for school and university

training. In 15o6 Zwingli, who had just taken the degree of

Master of Arts at the University of Basel, became the priest of
the parish of Glarus, about seven miles south of Wesen. There

he remained ten years, and would have stayed much longer,

probably, had it not been that his very vigorous attacks upon the

mercenary military service of the Swiss, which service he recog-
nized as a disgrace to his country and a sure and swift means of

their moral ruin, awakened so much opposition on the part of the

principal families in the Canton, who were interested in hiring

out these mercenaries, that he was compelled to leave. He next

appears as preacher in the famous monastery of Einsiedeln, in

which is the Chapel of Meinrad, containing the wonder-working

wooden image of the Virgin and Child. Thousands of pilgrims

have every year for a millennium visited this sacred spot, and

among them have been the most distinguished in the Church.

When Zwingli went there he was already a fine scholar, an admired
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preacher and a recognized patriot. He inspired high and low
with respect, and easily made the acquaintance of the cardinals
and bishops and learned men who came in a continuous stream
to the shrine. He also read diligently the books he found in the
remarkably rich library of the monastery. Thus was he prepared
for the prominent part he was destined to play. Mter two years
he was called to the principal church of Zurich, and there he
maintained himself as preacher and reformer and author for the
rest of his life.

When he began his preaching in Zurich he had apparently no
profound spiritual conceptions. He was an extremely pleasant,
witty and agreeable man, and had a host of friends, for whose
advantage he was ready at any time to do his best, so that he
fastened them to himself as with hooks of steel. He was moreover

a friend of the New Learning and felt the breath of the new era.
He had been taught by Wyttenbach and Erasmus that the tradi-
tional church theology had very small basis in the Bible; had
also come to the conclusion that the Bible was the great source
of theology, so had been reading attentively the New Testament
in the original Greek, and had even begun the study of Hebrew in

order that he might get at the meaning of the Old Testament at
first hand. In his zeal to drink in the water of life from the

fountain he even had gone so far as to commit to memory the
Epistles of St. Paul in Greek. From the beginning of his Zurich
ministry he showed himself well acquainted with the text of Scrip-
tufa, and able to quote it at pleasure. He began his preaching
in Zurich with a continuous exposition of the Gospel of Matthew,
and went on to expound other blew Testament books in the same

way. Living thus in the hearing of the divine oracles, thinking
much upon their utterances, he was one of the first upon whom
the vision of the purer, more unshackled, less hide-bound church
fell. And without passing through any profound spiritual
experience, entering rather as a devout scholar than as a religious

into the temple of God, he arrived at those eoncep-
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tions of the truth which bear the name of Protestant. It was his

exposure of the unbiblical character of much of the teachings
and ceremonies of the Roman Church which roused the people
of Zurich into open revolt against that church, and it was the
distressing rumor of the probable defection of the Zurich people
which was the occasion of the visit of the delegation from the
Bishop of Constance, which is described in the first paper in this
volume.

In this volume Zwingli is exhibited in various relations as
leader in reform and the defense of reform. Thus the earnest

petition (_522) which Zwingli wrote, to allow priests to marry,
showed how enforced celibacy hindered holy living. The First
Disputation (I5z3) showed the popularity of the proposed
reforms. The Marriage Ordinance (I525) is a contribution
to the history of the times. The reply to the Baptist arguments
and exposure of their social disorders (i527), for the Baptists
were the disturbers of the standing order in Zurich and fomenters
of no one end of trouble for the Reformers there and in Ger-

many, and the treatment they received, showed how far the
Reformers were from being ready to grant to others the freedom

of speech they exercised themselves. Still the Baptists were
attacked on grounds of state polity rather than religiously.

The busy life of Zwingli, on whom fell the burden of directing
the churches which received his leadership, was cut short by a
violent death. He was involved in the struggle between the
Forest cantons (Uri, Schwyz, Unterwalden, Luzem, Zug) up
amid the mountains of Northern Switzerland, which were intensely
Old Church, and the Reformed cantons (chiefly Zurich and
Bern). The former would not grant freedom to gospel preaching,
so the latter in punishment cut them off from necessary supplies,
as they could do, since they commanded the commerce of the
country. This brought matters to a crisis, and the opposing
cantons met at Cappel, only to miles south of Zurich, October
ti, 153x. Zwingli, as chief city pastor, went to the field as a
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non-combatant, although armed for defense, and perished the

same day. He was a good man, a valiant fighter for the truth

as he conceived it, and the Reformed churches, as contrasted

with the Lutheran churches, look to him as one of their great
founders,
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ZWINGLI SELECTIONS.

I. LETTER OF HULDREICH ZWINGLI TO ERASMUS

FABRICIUS ABOUT THE PROCEEDINGS, ON THE 7TH,

8TH AND 9TH OF APRIL, I52_, OF THE DELEGATES
SENT TO ZURICH BY THE BISHOP OF CONSTANCE.*

How the Reverend Lord Bishop of Constance, through his

delegates, the suffragan Melchior [Wattli], John Wanner (who,

however, I know took part in the affair against his will), and

N [icholas] Brendlin, dealt with Huldreich Zwingli, preacher at
Zurich, before the Board of Ecclesiastics and the Senate t on the

7th, 8th and 9th days of April.

ZWINGLITO ERASMUSFABRICIUS.

On the seventh day of April the before mentioned Fathers

came to our city pretty early, and I, knowing that they were

coming, was trying to discover what their design was, and yet

could not until late at night, when our beloved deacon, Henry

Lutius, came and gave me warning that the clerk, as they call

him, was getting together the whole body of priests for a meeting

* Zwingli's Works, ed. Sehuler u. Schulthess, iii., 7-16. Translated _rom
the original Latin by Mr. Henry Preble, New York city.

t I. e., City Council, hence the members in it are called councillors, but the
Latin form Zwingli used has been allowed to stand. This body was in two
parts, the Small Council, which contained only 50 members, and only half of
these were on duty at any one time, and the Great Council, also called the
Council of the Two Hundred, which included the Small Council. The Great
Council was the deciding body on all legislative matters of importance, the
Small was the exeutive committee, and both were representative bodies. The
chief officer was the burgomaster, here called the President of the Senate.
See my biography of Zwingli, pp. 42-44.
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early next morning at the usual place of assembly of the canons.
I regarded it as a happy omen that the thing had been thus neatly
set on foot by a courier both lame and without grace, and began
to consider in my mind how they were likely to begin their job.
At length I understood, as I thought, and when day dawned and
we had come together the suffragan began in the fashion that will
follow when I come to describe how the matter was carried on

before the Senate. His whole speech was violent and full of
rage and arrogance, though he took pains to hide the fact that

he had any quarrel with me. For he avoided mentioning my
name as scrupulously as if it were sacred, though meanwhile there
was nothing that he didn't say against me. When the tragedian
had finished shrieking out his part, I stepped forward, feeling
:_&atit was unbecoming and disgraceful to allow a speech which
-might do so much damage to go unrebutted, especially as I saw
_rom their sighs and their pale and silent faces that some of the

-_eebler priests who had recently been won for Christ had been
.troubled by the tirade. Therefore I made answer upon the spur
_of the moment to the words of the suffragan, with what spirit or
feeling the good men who heard me may judge. The general
gist of what I said, however, you shall hear when we come to the

proceedings before the Senate. The delegates abandoned this
wing as routed and put to flight, and hurried quickly to another,
to the Senate, namely, where, as I have learned from Senators,
the same harangue was delivered and my name was avoided in the

same way, and the Senate was persuaded not to have me sum-
moned. For they said they had no concern whatever with me.
After this the opinions varied for some time, but finally they

decided that the Commons (that is, two hundred men, called
the Greater Senate), should meet in full assembly on the follow-

ing day, and that the bishops.* of the city, of whom there are three

Zwingli uses this term of the people's priests or preachers of the three

p_dsh churches in Zurich, viz., the Great Minster, Minster of our Lady,
He explains it below.
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of us, should be warned not to be present. For nothing was

going to be said in reply to our friends, no one could contradict

so sound a speech, and so on. When I discovered this, I devoted

all my energy to getting us admitted to the meeting of the Senate

to be held on the following day. For a long time I turned every
stone in vain, for the chief men of the Senate said it could not

be done, inasmuch as the Senate had voted otherwise. Then I

began to cease my efforts and to plead with sighs to him who

heareth the groans of those in bondage not to abandon the truth,

but to come to the defense of his gospel, which he had willed to

have us preach. At length on the ninth the citizens assembled,

and loudly vented their indignation at their bishops not being

admitted, but they of the Senate which from its number is called

the Less resisted because they had voted otherwise previously.

The Greater Senate, however, compelled them against their will

to put the matter to vote, and it was decided that their bishops

should be present and hear everything_ and if need be make

answer. Thus, not, as Livy says, did the greater part prevail

over the better; for here both the greater and the better part

prevailed. And this I have allowed myself to write, not for the

sake of laying any blame upon the Lesser Senate, but to show

what plotting and underhand action can accomplish. For what

else were the delegates of the Bishop of Constance after but to

say without witnesses whatever came into their mouths before

the simple minded commons? Thanks be to God. For when the

delegates were brought into the Senate, we bishops of Zurich were

also admitted, Henry Engelhard, LED., of the nunnery, Rudolph

R6schlin, bishop of St. Peter's, and I, Huldreich Zwingli. • Then

• Henry Engelhard had been people's priest at the cathedral of Our Lady

since x496. He had also been a canon of the Great Minster, but in ISaI
resignedso that Zwinglimight be appointed. This act of disinterestednessshows
what a fine character he was. He remained ever one of Zwingli's friends.
He died in I55I , a very old man. Rudolph R6schlin, people's priest at St.
Peter's, was veryslow in accepting the Reformation, was at the time of this




