A Brief Bible History: A Survey Of The Old And New

Testaments

By James Oscar Boyd, Ph.D., D.D. And John Gresham Machen, D.D.

This work has been extracted from a joint work.dBgesham Machen and James Oscar Boyd entitled
"A Brief Bible History: A Survey of the Old and NeWestaments(The Westminster Press,

Philadelphi

Contents:
SECTION |

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3 :
Chapter 4 :
Chapter 5 :
Chapter 6 :
Chapter 7 :
Chapter 8:

Chapter 10 :
Chapter 12 :
Chapter 13 :
Chapter 14 :
Chapter 15 :

SECTION |

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3:
Chapter 4:
Chapter 5:
Chapter 6:
Chapter 7:
Chapter 8:
Chapter 9:
Chapter 10
Chapter 11
Chapter 12
Chapter 13
Chapter 14
Chapter 15
Chapter 16
Chapter 17

a, (1922), now in the public domain.

: The Development of the Church in Old Testament Times

Before Abraham - Genesis, Chaptersll to
The Patriarchs

Egyptian Bondage and Deliverance
Moses as Leader and Lawgiver

The Conquest and Settlement of Canaan
The Period of the Judges

Samuel and Saul: Prophecy and Monarchy
David and Solomon: Psalms and Wisdom
The Kingdom of Judah, to Hezekiah
The Exile and the Restoration

The Jewish State Under Persia

Israel’s Religious Life

“The Coming One”

I: The Life of Christ and the Development of the Church in New Testament Times

The Preparation

The Coming of the Lord

The Baptism

The Early Judean Ministry

The Beginning of the Galilaean Ministry
The Period of Popularity

The Turning Point

Jesus as Messiah

The Prediction of the Cross

: The Last Journeys

: Teaching in the Temple

: The Crucifixion

: The Resurrection

: The Beginnings of the Christian Church
: The First Persecution

: The Conversion of Paul

: The Gospel Given to the Gentiles



Chapter 18 : The First Missionary Journey and tpestolic Council
Chapter 19 : The Second Missionary Journey

Chapter 20 : The Third Missionary Journey.

Chapter 21 : The Third Missionary Journey.

Chapter 22 : The First Imprisonment of Paul

Chapter 23 : The Close of the Apostolic Age

SECTION I: The Development of the Church in Old Testament Times

By James Oscar Boyd, Ph.D., D.D.

Chapter 1: Before Abraham - Genesis, Chapters 1 thl

That part of the globe which comes within the viefiwhe Old Testament is mostly the region, about
fifteen hundred miles square, lying in the southeespart of Asia, the southeastern part of Europe,
and the northeastern part of Africa. This is whaeethree continents of the Eastern Hemisphere
come together. Roughly speaking it includes Asiadvli Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, Arabia, and
Egypt, with a fringe of other lands and islandetstining beyond them.

The heart of all this territory is that little girof land, lying between the desert on the eastlaad
Mediterranean Sea on the west, known as Syria alesfhe. It is some four hundred miles in
length varies from fifty to one hundred miles indéh. It has been well called “the bridge of the
world,” for like a bridge it joins the largest camnt, Asia, to the next largest, Africa. And as
Palestine binds the lands together, so the famaag Sanal at its southern end now binds the seas
together. Today, therefore, as in all the pass, $piot is the crossroads of the nations.

Palestine has long been called the “Holy Land, dose it is the scene of most of the Bible story.
Yet it would be a mistake to suppose that thatdgibry is limited to Palestine. The book of
Genesis does not introduce the reader to Canaandats Palestine) until it has reached its twelf
chapter. There is a sense in which the historyad’&people begins with Abraham, and it was
Abraham who went at God’s bidding into the landCainaan. The story of Abraham will be taken up
in the second lesson; but the Bible puts befordithef

Abraham all the familiar story that lies in thestieleven chapters of Genesis and that forms the
background for the figures of Abraham and his dedaats.

The location of this background is the basin of Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. These two streams
are mentioned in Gen. 2:14 (the Tigris under thenftHiddekel”) as the third and fourth “heads” of
the “river that went out of Eden to water the garda which our first parents dwelt. The region is
at the southern end of what is now called Mesopiatafi

the northern end of this river basin towers theesipnountain known as Mount Ararat. But the
“mountains of Ararat,” mentioned in Gen. 8:4 aspihece where Noah’s ark rested when the waters
of the Flood had subsided, are no particular peakare the highlands of Kurdistan, which in
ancient times were called Urartu (Ararat). Betw&emdistan on the north and the Persian Gulf on



the south, the highlands of Persia on the eastlandreat Syrian Desert on the west, occurred the
earliest drama of human history.

That drama was a tragedy. It became a tragedy bea#uman’s sin. The wonderful poem of
creation in Gen., ch. 1, has for the refrain okitsstanzas, “God saw that it was good.” Bestllof a
was man, the last and highest of God’s works — maade in “his own image,” after his likeness.
On the sixth “day,” when God made man, God saildi®fvork, “Behold, it was very good.” More
than that: through the kindness of God man is ipat igarden,” and is ordered to “dress it and to
keep it.” Ch. 2 : 15. Adam sees his superiorityhi rest of the animal kingdom, over which he is
given “dominion.” He is thus prepared to apprecthewoman as a helpmeet for him, so that the
unit of society may ever mean for him one man amelwoman with their children. Adam is also
warned against sin as having disobedience fopdsand death as its result.

All this prepares us to understand the temptatlfmmmiserable fall of the woman and the man, their
terror, shame, and punishment. Ch. 3. And we arsurprised to see the unfolding of sin in the life
of their descendants, beginning with Cain’s mumfefAbel, and growing until God sweeps all away
in a universal deluge. Chs. 4, 6.

God’s tender love for his foolish, rebellious creat “will not let them go.” At the gates of the
garden from which their sin has forever banisheuhthGod already declares his purpose to “bruise”
the head of that serpent, Rom. 16:20, who had trolsin into the world and death by sin,” Gen.
3:15. Through the seed of the woman” — a “Son of‘fred some future day — sinful man can
escape the death he has brought upon himself. viomal $eth, the child “appointed instead of”
murdered Abel, a line of men descends, who belikiepromise of God. Ch. 5. In Enoch we find
them “walking with God,” v. 24, in a fellowship theeemed lost when paradise was lost. In Lamech
we find them hoping with each new generation thadl'& curse will at length be removed. V. 29.

And in Noah we find them obedient to the positieenecnand of God, ch. 6:22, as Adam had been
disobedient.

In the Flood, Noah and his family of eight were tmy persons to survive. When they had come
from the ark after the Flood, God gave them a psentlhat he would not again wipe out “all flesh.”
Ch.9: 11. But after it appeared that God’s judgmedratd not made them fear him, God was just as
angry with Noah’s descendants as he had been gtimen before the Flood. Pride led them to
build a tower to be a rallying point for their whig of self. But God showed them that men cannot
long work together with a sinful purpose as theimenon object; he broke up their unity in sin by
confusing their speech, ch. 11, and scattering tbreen the earth, ch. 10. This second
disappointment had its brighter side in the lineneh descended from Noah through Shem, ch.
11:10, who also cherished God’s promises. And disedtroke of the writer’s pen in these earliest
chapters of the Bible introduces the reader tddha@ly of Terah in that line of Shem, and thus
prepares the way for a closer acquaintance witafTerson, Abraham, “the friend of God.”

Questions on Chapter 1

About how large is the world of the Old Testamemigl where does it lie?
What special importance has Palestine because pbdition?

How much of the story in Genesis is told beforeame carried to Palestine?

P wbh e

Locate on a map the scene of those earliest euehtsman history.



5. Show how the first two chapters of Genesis preparéhe tragedy of sin and death that follows.
6. How does the brighter side of hope and faith apfrean Adam to Noah?
7. What effect did the Flood have on men'’s sin and tiagth in God?

8. Trace the descent of the man God chose to becdmddther of the faithful”.

Chapter 2: The Patriarchs
Genesis, Chapters 12 to 50

God’s purpose to save and bless all mankind wae twarried out in a wonderful way. He selected
and “called” one man to become the head and ancektosingle nation. And in this man and the
nation descended from him, God purposed to blessvtiole world.

Abraham was that man, and Israel was that natiod. @ade known his purpose in what the Bible
calls the Promise, Gal. 3:17, the Blessing, v.14he Covenant, v.17. Its terms are given manysime
over in the book of Genesis, but the essencel@sitalready in the first word of God to Abraham,
Gen. 12 :3, “In thee shall all the families of #rth be blessed.”

To believe this promise was a work of faith. It veaminst all appearances and all probability. Yet
this was just where the religious value of thatnpise lay for Abraham and for his children after him
— in faith. They had to believe something on thei®aolely of their confidence in the One who had
promised it. Or rather, they had to believe in thatson, the personal Jehovah, their God. They must
absolutely trust him. To do so, they must “know fiidind that they might know him, he must reveal
himself to them. That is why we read all througm&ss of God’s “appearing” or “speaking” to this
or the other patriarch. However he accomplishe@atgl was always trying thus to make them better
acquainted with himself; for such knowledge wabdahe basis of their faith. Upon faith in him
depended their faith in his word, and upon faithisiword depended their power to keep alive in the
world that true religion which was destined formkn and which we today share. Abraham’s God is
our God.

Not Abraham’s great wealth in servants, Gen. 14abdl, in flocks and herds, ch. 13:2, 6, but the
promise of God to bless, constituted the true Hpigiht” in Abraham’s family. Ishmael, the child of
doubt, missed it; and Isaac, the child of faithtanied it. Gal. 4:23. Esau “despised” it, because h
was “a profane [irreligious] person,” Heb. 12:16dalacob schemed to obtain it by purchase, Gen.
25:31, and by fraud, ch. 27:19. Jacob bequeathecdhits sons, ch. 49, and Moses delivered it in
memorable poetic form to the nation to retain agtiearse forever. Deut., ch. 32.

When Abraham, the son of Terah, entered CanaanSeaitah his wife and Lot his nephew and their
great company of servants and followers, he wagingghe command of his God. He no sooner
enters it than God gives him a promise that bingthis land with him and his descendants. Gen.
13:14-17. Yet we must not suppose that Abrahantesedtown in this Promised Land in the way that
the Pilgrim Fathers settled in the Old Colony. Alligh Canaan is promised to the “seed” of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as a possession, theptdidemselves obtain a foothold in it. Apart

from the field of the cave Machpelah, at Hebrotthi@ south, Gen., ch. 23, and a “shoulder”
(shechem) or fragment of land near Shechem (“Jacob’s Weiltithe center of Canaan, the patriarchs
did not acquire a foot of the soil of what was exbme “the Holy Land.” Abraham wandered about,
even going down to Egypt and back. Isaac was somestat Hebron and sometimes at Beer-sheba on



the extreme southern verge of the land. Jacob specih of his manhood in Mesopotamia, and of his
old age in Egypt. For after divine Providence iremarkable manner had transplanted one of
Jacob’s sons, Joseph, into new soil, Gen., chhi87ather and his brothers were drawn after him,
with the way for their long Egyptian residence pdantially prepared for them, Gen. 50:20.

Side by side with the growth of a nation out ofigividual we find God’s choice of the direction
which that growth should take. Not all, even of &team’s family, were to become part of the future
people of God. So Lot, Abraham’s nephew, sepafab@s him, and thereafter he and his
descendants, the Ammonites and the Moabites, godiva way. As between Abraham’s sons,
Ishmael is cast out, and Isaac, Sarah’s son, ésteel. And between Isaac’s two sons, Esau and
Jacob, the choice falls on Jacob. All twelve ofolés sons are included in the purpose of God, and f
this reason the nation is called after Jacob, thausgally under his name “Israel,” which Godgave
him after his experience of wrestling with “theahgkthe Lord” at the river Jabbok. Gen. 3 2:22.
Those sons of his are to become the heads of theefonation of the “twelve tribes”, Acts 26:7.

Even while Lot, Ishmael, and Esau are thus beingftuthe greatest care is taken to keep the aésce
of the future nation pure to the blood of Terahdsi$e. Those three men all married alien wives: Lot
probably a woman of Sodom, Ishmael an Egyptian,Esal two Hittite women. The mother of
Isaac was Sarah, the mother of Jacob was Rebekdhha mothers of eight of the twelve sons of
Jacob were Leah and Rachel; and all these womendped to that same house of Terah to which
their husbands belonged. Indeed, much of Geneta&eén up with the explanation of how Isaac and
Jacob were kept from intermarrying with the people®ng whom they lived.

The last quarter of the book, which is occupiedlite story of Joseph and his brethren, is designed
to link these “fathers” and their God with the Garttl people of Moses. The same Jehovah who had
once shown his power over Pharaoh for the proteafoAbraham and Sarah, and who was later to
show his power over another Pharaoh “who knew as¢gh,” showed his power also over the
Pharaoh of Joseph’s day, in exalting Joseph frardtingeon to the post of highest honor and
authority in Egypt, and in delivering Jacob andwisle family from death through Joseph’s
interposition. What their long residence in Egy@ant for God’s people will be seen in another
lesson.

Questions on Chapter 2.

1. In what promise does God reveal to Abraham his tdress the world?

2. How was Abraham brought to believe in God’s promigéhat difference did it make whether he
and his descendants believed it or not?

3. Did the patriarchs see that part of the promisglied which gave them possession of “the Holy
Land”? Read carefully Gen. 15:13-16 and Heb. 1109,14-16.

4. Make a “family tree” in the usual way, showing teagescendants of Terah who play any large
part in the book of Genesis. Underscore in it thmes of those men who were in the direct line of
“the Promise.”

5. How were Isaac and Jacob kept from marrying outider own family?

6. Explain Joseph’s words, “Ye meant evil against mé;God meant it for good, to bring to pass,
as it is this day, to save much people alive.” G#nh20.



Chapter 3 : Egyptian Bondage and Deliverance

Exodus, Chapter 1

God says through his prophet Hosea, Hos. 11:1, Wémael was a child, then | loved him, and
called my son out of Egypt.” See also Matt. 2:16eie was a loving, divine purpose in the Egyptian
residence of God’s people. What was it? What delgleriod mean in the career of Israel?

Most obviously, it meant growth. From the “sevesbyls,” Ex. 1:5, that went down into Egypt with
Jacob, there sprang up there a populous folk, langeigh to take its place alongside the other
nations of the world of that day. Observe the retfrthe land where this growth took place. Egypt
was a settled country, where the twelve developihgs could be united geographically and socially
in a way impossible in a country like Palestinewdger oppressed they were, they nevertheless
were secluded from the dangers of raids from witlama of civil strife within — just such dangers as
later almost wrecked the substantial edifice slogrgcted by this period of growth in Egypt.

Egypt meant also for Israel a time of waiting. #lis growth was not accomplished in a short tirhe. |
lasted four hundred and thirty years. Ex. 12:40,4irough this long period, which seems like a
dark tunnel between the brightness of the patr&ritmes and that of Moses’ day, there was nothing
for God’s people to do but to wait. They were tlegr$rof God’s promise, but they must wait for the
fulfillment of that promise in God’s own time, wddr a leader raised up by God, wait for the hour
of national destiny to strike. As Hosea, ch 11:firesses it, this “child” must wait for his Father’s
“call.” The Egyptian period left an indelible im@®on on the mind of Israel. It formed the
graybackground on which God could lay the colorkisfgreat deliverance. It is because God knew
and planned this that he so often introduces himsdlis people, when he speaks to them, as
“Jehovah thyGod. who brought thee out of the lainBgypt, out of the house of bondage.”

In the third place, this Egyptian period meantl&yael a time of chastisement. The oppression to
which the descendants of Jacob were exposed, wihere“arose a new king over Egypt, who knew
not Joseph,” Ex. 1:8, was so severe, prolongedhapéless, v. 14, that it has become proverbial
and typical. Since every male child was to be putdath, v. 22, it is clear that the purpose of the
Egyptians was nothing less than complete extermoimatit is good for a man that he bear theyoke in
his youth”: if that be true, then tbleildren of Israel derived good from the school of discipline i
which they grew up. True, as we read their laterystwe feel that no people could be more fickle.
Yet there is no other nation with which to compksrael. And it is very probable that no other
nation would have been serious-minded enough aevegceive and grasp the divine revelation and
leading of Moses’ and Joshua’s time. God, who tsah the affliction of his people,” who had
“heard their cry” and sent Moses to them to organieir deliverance, wrote forever on this nation’s
soul the message of salvation in a historical r@cAt the start of their national life there stabe
story, which they could never deny or forget, aridoh told them of God’s power and grace.

Exodus, Chapters 5 to 15

All this lay in Israel’'s experience in Egypt. Thextlesson will tell of the character and work o th
manwhom God chose to be leader. The means by Whisles succeeded in the seemingly

impossible task of marching a great horde of slatgdrom their masters’ country, was the
impression of God’s power on the minds of Pharawhlas people. It was a continued, combined,
and cumulative impression. Of course it could retiade without the use of supernatural means. We



must not, therefore, be surprised to find the storgxodus bristling with miracles. To be sure, the
“plagues” can be shown to be largely natural to fdvad where they occurred. And the supreme event
of the deliverance, the passage of Israel throbhglRed Sea on dry ground, was due, according to
the narrative itself, to a persistent wind, Ex.2ll4:such as often lays bare the shallows of a daly,

to release the waters again when its force is spent

Nevertheless, it is not possible to remove the ofiisod” from the account by thus pointing out
some of the means God used to accomplish his dpgrofaoses. It was at the time, in the way, and
in the order, in which Moses announced to Pharhelatrival of the plagues, that they actually
appeared. This was what had its ultimate effedherking’s stubborn will. And when Israel was

told to “go forward,” with the waters right befoiteem, and when the Egyptians were saying, “They
are entangled in the land, the wilderness hathtblent in,” Ex. 14:3 — it was just at that juncture
that the east wind did its work at God’s commanbew Israel was over safely, it went down. Such
things do not “happen.” It made a profound impressin Israel, on Egypt, and on all the nations of
that day; all united in accepting it as the worksvael's God. Ex. 15:11, 14-16; Josh. 2:10.

The important point for the nation was to know, wivoses and Aaron came to them in the name of
God, that it was their fathers’ God who had seatthOn account of this need, which both the
people and their leaders felt, God proclaimed hisid name, Jehovah (more precisefghweh,
probably meaning “He is,” Ex. 3:14,15), to Moseasd d#ade him pronounce the same to Israel, to
assurethem that he was “the God of Abraham, ot|saadof Jacob,” and thus what Moses came now
to do for them was just what had been promisetidsd fathers long before. The passover night was
the fulfillment of God’s good word to Abraham. Ex3:10, 11. How that word went on and on
toward more and more complete fulfillment will beetsubject of the succeeding lessons.

Questions on Chapter 3

1.What advantages had Egypt over Palestine addbke for Israel to grow from a family into a
nation?

2.What value was there for Israel in a negativeetohwaiting at the beginning of its history?

3.Compare the effect on Israel with the effect anam, of passing through a time of difficulty while
developing.

4.Name the ten “plagues of Egypt” in their ordeowHfar can they be called “natural”?

5.If the east wind drove back the Red Sea, whataid have to do with Israel’s escape from the
Egyptian army?

6.Why should we not be surprised to find many mésigrouped at this stage of Bible history?

7.How did God identify himself in the minds of thegpdée with the God of their fathers? What was
his personal name?

Chapter 4 : Moses as Leader and Lawgiver
Exodus, Chapters 2 to 4

One of the things Israel had to wait for througbsecenturies in Egypt was a leader. When the time
cameGod raised up such a leader for his peopleoses!



The story of how Moses’ life was preserved in itfgrand of how he came to be brought up at the
court of Pharaoh with all its advantages for cfus one of the most fascinating tales of childhoo
Ex. 2:1-10. But not many who know this familiargadould go on with the biography of the man of
forty who fled from Pharaoh’s vengeance. Moses tbloy personal contact with his “brethren,” the
children of Israel, that they were not yet readydommon action, and would not easily
acknowledge his right to lead them. After killing Bgyptian slave driver there was nothing for
Moses to do but to flee. Vs. 11-15.

He spent the second forty years of his life, AcB3730; Ex. 7:7, in the deserts about the eastenn a
of the Red Sea — the region known to the Hebrewdidsn. There he married the daughter of the
Midianite priest Reuel. (Jethro was probably Resigtle, meaning “his excellency.”) While herding
his sheep in the mountains called Horeb (Sinai)sé&areceived at the burning bush that personal
revelationof the God of his fathers, which layted base of all his future labors for God and his
people. Ex. 3:1 to 4:17. It was a commission ta lszael out of their bondage in Egypt into thedan
promised to their fathers.

Though very humble as to his fitness for such lestdp, Moses was assured of Jehovah’s presence
and help. He was equipped with extraordinary pov@rsonvincing the proud Pharaoh that his
demands were God’s demands; andhe was given tloé ligl brother Aaron, who had a readiness of
speech which Moses at this time seems to havedacke

Exodus, Chapters 16 to 24

How the two brothers achieved the seemingly imgidesask of winning out of Egypt, and of
uniting a spiritless and unorganized mass of slaypes a desperate enterprise, is the narrative that
fills the early chapters of Exodus. But with Israaefe

across the Red Sea Moses’ leadership had only bétgumstituted an organization of the people for
‘relieving himself of his heavy duties as judge. ttdermined the line of march, and sustained the
spirits of the fighting men in their struggle agstithe tribes of the desert who challenged Israel’s
passage.

But, above all, Moses became the “mediator” of“tmvenant,” Heb 9:19-21, between the Hebrews
and Jehovah their God at Mount Sinai. On the bafsise Ten Commandments, Ex. 20:2-17; Deut
5:6-21, that guide to God’s nature and will whionnhed the Hebrew constitution, the people agreed
to worship and obey Jehovah alone, and Jehovahigedrnto be their God, fulfilling to them his
promises made to their fathers. By solemn sacsfiaecording to the custom of the time, when the
symbolism of altar and priesthood was well underdidhis covenant was sealed.

Exodus, Chapter 25 to Numbers, Chapter 36

After long seclusion on the mount alone with Goahdéls ordered the erection of a house of worship.
Ithad to be portable, so as to accompany themeinvtanderings and express visibly, wherever set up,
the religious unity of the twelve tribes. Aaron dnd sons were consecrated to be the official
priesthood of this new shrine and were clothediasttucted accordingly. Minute details regulated
all sacrifices, and similar minute instructions leled the priests to decide questions of ceremonial
cleanness and uncleanness in matters of food aithhe



All these laws and regulations, mainly recordedeniticus, were given through Moses, either alone
orin association with his brother. It is not susprg to learn that there were those who challenbisd
exclusive leadership in every department of thenat life. We read of a willful disregard of di\an
orders even in the family of Aaron, with immediéal results. Lev. 10:1-7. Like punishment
overtook those members of the tribe of Levi whovebd jealousy of the house of Aaron and those
elements in other tribes that claimed rights eguauperior to those of Moses. Num., chs. 16, 17. |
would be strange indeed, if God who had vindicdtisdservant Moses against Pharaoh, should let
his own authority as represented by Moses be algdig within the camp of Israel. He punished to
save.

Just as God took up the Sabbath and circumcisidmgustoms of the preceeding era, into the law of
Israel, so also he spoke to this people througélaorate system of feasts and pilgrimages, which
bound up their whole year with the worship of Gbaleed, the principle of the seventh part of time
as sacred was extended to the seventh year, andcettee fiftieth year (the year following the
seventh seven), for beneficent social and econos®s. Lev., ch. 25.

When at length the nation, thus organized and eeuaipset forth from Sinai, Num. 10:11, they
required a leadership of a different kind — milyjtdeadership and practical statesmanship. They
found both in Moses. He it was who led them throathlthe long wanderings in the peninsula of
Sinai, bearing their murmurings and meeting theaurrent difficulties with a patience that seems
almost divine, save for that one lapse which waso&i him and Aaron their entrance into the
Promised Land. Num. 20: 10-12.

At the border of the land, from the top of Pisgahhe long mountain wall of Moab, Moses at last
looked down into that deep gorge of the Jordaneyadit his feet, which separated him from the hills
of Canaan. Beyond this river and the Dead Sea,vhioh it empties, lay the land long ago promised
to the seed of Abraham. Moses had been permittezhtbthe people to its very gateway; but it
remained for another, his younger helper, Joslulead them through the gate into the house of
rest.

The Book of Deuteronomy

But before he surrendered his power to anothehastife to his Maker, the aged Moses rehearsed in
the ears of Israel the great principles of Godvs. lele pleaded earnestly with them to accept it from
the heart, to adapt it to the changed conditiorth@f new settled life with its new temptationada

to hand it down as their most precious heritagbéa children after them. This is the purpose and
substance of the book of Deuteronomy, which gstaaime from the fact that it is a “second
lawgiving.” It is the Law of Sinai repeated, butamatorical form, charged with the feeling and gpir
of that “man of God,” whose name is forever linkeith the Law and with the God who gave it to
mankind.

Questions on Chapter 4.

1.How did Moses’ forty years in Egypt and his foygars in Midian help to prepare him for
leadership?
2.What was the constitution of the new Hebrew S¢atablished at Sinai? How was it ratified?

3.How was the tabernacle suited to the religiowedsef Israel during Moses’ lifetime?



4.Show how the Law of Moses takes up the old ppiecdf the Sabbath and applies it to the life of
Israel.

5.Where did Moses’ leadership end, and what wataktsservice to the nation?

Chapter 5 : The Conquest and Settlement of Canaan

The Book of Joshua

On the death of Aaron his son, Eleazar, succeedea$ high priest. But when Moses died, it was not
a son who succeeded him in the political and mieadership of Israel, for that position was not
hereditary. Joshua, a man of Ephraim, was dividelignated for this work. He was fitted for the
difficult undertaking by military experience, ExX7:B-14, by personal acquaintance with Canaan,
Num. 13:8, 16; 14:6, 30, 38, and by long ‘and iimmassociation with Moses, Ex 33:11; Num.
11:28; Deut. 34:9; Josh. 1:1. The book of Joshumghvrecords his career, divides naturally into
two parts, first, the conquest, chs. | to 12, aaxbsd, the settlement, chs. 13 to 22. Two further
chapters, chs. 23,24, contain Joshua’s valedi@ddyess.

Before Moses’ death two and a half tribes had dlygaceived their assignment of territory on the
east of the Jordan, out of lands conquered fromAtherite kings, Sihon and Og. But the fighting
men of these tribes agreed to accompany the atbestand share their struggle till all had obtdine
an inheritance. So when the great host passedtlo@elordan, not far from where it empties into the
Dead Sea, the men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseednogh the rest. Jehovah, who at the Red Sea
a generation earlier had struck terror into thatseat all nations by his wonderful interpositian t

save Israel and destroy its enemies, repeatedhiesaving help, by stemming the swift current of
the Jordan River, till all had passed over dry stooithe western side.

Once over, they found themselves face to face yétitho, a city which commanded the passes into
the mountain country beyond. Spies previously diesea to learn the weakness of Jericho had
reported the panic of its inhabitants and so prepbéne Hebrews to believe God’s word, when
through Joshua he announced a bloodless victogydtehe beginning of their conquest. Without a
blow struck Jericho fell, and all its inhabitantere “devoted,” at Jehovah’s strict command. Even
their wealth was to be “devoted,” that is, the leattain and the goods added to the treasury of the
sanctuary. Only Rahab, who had saved the spiehemi@mily were excepted. One man, Achan,
disobeyed the ban on private spoils. His covetossaad deception, revealed by Israel’s defeat in
the expedition against Ai which followed the faflXericho, and detected by the use of the sacted lo
was punished by the execution of all who were ptovyhe crime.

Better success attended the second attempt tAiakéith these two cities reduced, Jericho at the
bottom and Ai at the top of the valley leading umni the Jordan floor to the central highland,
Joshuawas in a position to attack anywhere witfeart of being outflanked. Middle, south, and north
was the order commended by military consideratidwesordingly those cities which, because in the
middle of the land, felt themselves the most imratdy threatened,, took the first steps to avert th
menace. A group of five towns lying just north efusalem, with Gibeon at their head, succeeded
by a ruse in getting a treaty of peace from Joshhba.Gibeonites deceived Joshua by representing
themselves as having come from a great distaneekasn alliance. Joshua’s pride was flattered and
he fell a victim to the trick. The consequencesensarious, for these Canaanites, though reduced to
vassalage, remained as aliens in the heart ofitieg ind cut off the southern from the northern
tribes of Israel.



A confederacy of the chief cities in the regiontboof Gibeon, headed by the king of Jerusalem,
determined to strike the first blow. But their caaigmn against the Gibeonites, now the allies of
Israel, ended in a quick advance by Joshua anconiplete subjugation of all these cities, the

humiliation and death of their kings, and the “diwa’ of the inhabitants who fell into his hands.

A similar campaign followed in the north, with tbigy of Hazor at the head of the Canaanite forces.
At the “waters of Merom,” a small lake a few milesrth of the Sea of Galilee, a surprise attack by
Joshua deprived his enemies of their advantagersemen and chariots on the level ground they had
selected for battle, and resulted in the utter oduhe Canaanites and the general slaughter afeve
soul that did not escape by flight from the “ded3towns.

Thus from Mount Hermon on the north to the wildesef the wandering on the south, the
wholeland had been swept over and reduced to impetky the Hebrew invader. It was time to
apportion it now to the several tribes. This wasoaeplished under the direction of Joshua and
Eleazar. Judah and Joseph, the two strongest tieee assigned, the one to the south and the other
to the north of the main mountain mass. Levi’s nithace was to be “the Lord,” that is, the religsou
tithes, and his dwelling was to be “among his nextly’ that is, in designated towns throughout all
the land. A commission of three representativesifeach of the seven other western tribes divided
the rest of the conquered territory into severyagual parts. These then were assigned to thensev
tribes by lot at the tabernacle at Shiloh. As far eastern tribes, when they returned across the
Jordan, they built an altar at the ford, as a peena“witness” to the unity of all the sons of Jaco
however the deep gorge of the Jordan might cut tbkrfinom one another.

At Shechem, where Abraham built his first altaCianaan, Joshua had renewed the covenant
between the people and their God as soon as hsdtaded control of Mount Ephraim, the middle
highlands. Hehad not only read the Law of Mosedlltthe people here, he also inscribed it on stones
for the sake of permanence and publicity. And netwen the conquest was complete and Joshua
was nearing his

end, he reassembled the people at the same spetniiod them of that solemn covenant, and to
leave with them his final charge of fidelity to th&od and his one central sanctuary.

Questions on Chapter 5.

1. How was Joshua specially fitted to succeed Mosésaater of Israel?

2. Which tribes received their inheritance east oflbelan? How did these show their sense of the
unity of all Israel (a) at the beginning, and (bjre close of the conquest?

3. What justification can be urged for the stern measwhich Israel took with the Canaanites and
their possessions?

4. What was the plan of Joshua’s campaign, and whetiae did the capture of Jericho and Ai
bear to it?

5. How did the men of Gibeon deceive Joshua, and Wiigat lasting damage was caused by his
treaty with them?

6. Locate on a map the inheritance of each of thesrib



Chapter 6 : The Period of the Judges

The Books of Judges and Ruth

In Egypt, Israel had grown from a family into akioln the wilderness the folk had become a natiion.
the conquest the nation had gotten its borne. Btite period of the Judges which followed the
conguest this steady advance seemed interrupteat &dhwve find at this time?

We find a loose confederacy of tribes, aware of th@mmon origin, yet too jealous of local names
and rights to combine for a common end, too seliisshelp one another until the danger of one has
become a tragedy for all.

The nature of the land the Hebrews had occupigokekethis divisive tendency. The great gash of the
Jordan Valley, its bed two or three thousand feédw the mountain country on either side, cut off
the eastern minority from the western majoritytHa west a plain separated the foothills of the
central range from the seashore. This plain not oahtained enemies like the Philistines whom
only a united Israel could have conquered, but @isokly altered the type of its Hebrew settlers.
Right across the mountain belt from the sea taltdrdan stretched an almost unbroken plain
(Esdraelon), varying from sea level to the loweeleof the Jordan. This cut off the mountaineers to
the north (Galilee) from those to the south (EpidaiAnd a glance at any physical map will show
how even in the mountain country deep, lateraleyallreach up from either side so far toward the
center that communication from north to south i/ dny a series of violent grades, save along that
narrow ridge in the middle where runs the highrbativeen Hebron, Jerusalem, Shechem, and
Jezreel.

Under these conditions only some strong positivedf@ould prevent the disintegration of the Hebrew
nation. Such a force the religion of Jehovah wésnided to be, and would have been, if the people
had remained faithful to it. It had one high priesscendant of Aaron, and associated therefore wit
all the memories of Moses and Sinai. It had a sisginctuary, the seat of Ark and oracle, the center
of pilgrimage three times a year. It had one lawaibHebrews, a law far superior to the codeslof a
other nations, and revealing the nature and widl singlemoral and spiritual deity. All this progid

the focusfor a mighty nation, with a pure “theograthat is, a government by God himself. But the
people did not remain faithful. They fell away mg time of the Judges.

The Book of Judges, which tells the story of thesipd, records a long list of names, each one
connected with some particular enemy of Israel,estmbe or group of tribes delivered, and some
definite of years during which the deliverer “judne people. On this list the most conspicuous
namesare those of Deborah and of Gideon in thé noidephthah east of the Jordan (Gilead), and of
Samsonin the south. Most of the other judges #te hore than names to us. Deborah stands out,
not only because she was a woman, but also fowbederful “song” preserved in the fifth chapter,
celebrating Barak’s victory over the Canaanites aunt Carmel. Gideon is memorable for his
strategems and his persistence, and for his ngaoagph to a real kingship, which was offered to
him and his house after his victory, but which leelthed, saying, “Jehovah shall rule over you. Ch.
8:23. His son Abimelech was actually termed kireih around the city of Shechem for a few years,
butperished his sins. Ch. 9:6, 56. Jephthah’s cavasmainly concerned with the region east of the



Jordan, but his admirable “apology” for Israel sleovhis sense of Hebrew solidarity. Samson’s
picturesque story, with its petty loves and haites;jddles and its practical jokes, ended in the
sacrificial death which in part redeems its meaanBsit neither Samson nor any of his predecessors
accomplished anything permanent.

Two words of caution belong to the study of thi®kand of these times. First, we must not suppose
that one judge necessarily follows another in pofrttme because his story follows the other’systor
in the book. Judges 10:7 shows that oppressiodgfefent sections of the land by different enemies
might be taking place at the same time, and sutigeshe figures assigned to each judge at the clos
ofhis story cannot safely be added together tothedotal length of this period. And second, those
figuresthemselves (nearly always forty or eighty to be taken as “round numbers,” rather than as
precise data such as we look for today to makea daible of chronology. In the same way the four
hundred and eighty years of | Kings 6:1 is evidemtended astwelve times forty years, to represent
the whole time from the Exodus to Solomon. For wivenhave subtracted from the beginning of it
one forty-year term for the wanderings, and fromehd of it three forty-year terms for Eli, | Sam.
4:18, Saul, Acts 13:2 1, and David, | Kings 2:Tfert we have left eight forty-year terms for the
Judges. Eight times forty is three hundred and tyerhose three hundred and twenty years would
then correspond with the three hundred years meediby Jephthah in Judges 11:26 as dividing
Moses’ days from his own. Under these circumstameeare wise to wait for further light from
archaeology before fixing the precise date of amg of these interesting persons.

There are three additions or appendices to the Bbdkdges. The first of them, including chs. 17,
18, tells how the Danites came to live in the exgenorth, and the origin of the idolatrous sangtuar
at that city of Dan which was reckoned as the morthimit of Canaan— “from Dan to Beer-sheba.”
The second occupies the three remaining chaptelsdgfes, and records the civil war between
Benjamin and the other tribes on account of “tlmeagiGibeah,” Hos. 10:9. And the third appendix is
the story of Ruth the Moabitess which now makesmagte book in the Bible. Besides its inherent
charm the story claims special notice becausesdigfit it throws on that Bethlehem family which
was soon to furnish the nation its great king, @avi

Questions on Chapter 6.
1.What influences made for the loss of Hebrew ua#tysoon as Joshua’s generation was dead?
2.What forces remained to bind the tribes togetNény did not these forces suffice?

3.How were the persons selected who ruled Israglisnperiod? Were they “judges” in the same
sense as our judges today? What besides?

4.What three groups of tribes tended to draw tagathder common leaders? Tell the exploits of
one distinguished judge belonging to each of tlggeaps.

5.With what reserve should we use the figuresimtbok to construct a chronology of the period?

6.Point out the relation of the book of Ruth to thasing portion of the Book of Judges. What
lends Ruth peculiar historical interest?

Chapter 7 : Samuel and Saul: Prophecy and Monarchy



The First Book of Samuel

Sometimes Eli and sometimes Samuel are callecatitef the Judges. But neither of these was a
judge in the same exclusive sense as Gideon ordsaras was the high priest, but exercised the
office of judge for his time. Samuel was a prophéto also “judged Israel” in the interval between
Eli's death and Saul’'s accession. Both men markithe of transition between the period of the
Judges and the monarchy. And the two names areatosstly linked, for it was under Eli’s
instruction, at the sanctuary in Shiloh, that Sanguew up.

The story of Hannah and her dedication of heeligtbn to God as a “Nazirite,” | Sam. 1:11; compare
Num. 6:1-8, to dwell all his life at the house add;l Sam. 1:28, has a peculiar charm for young and
old.It gives a picture of personal piety in a ra@dge, and thus serves to correct our idea of thestim
Beginning at a very early age, | Sam. 3:1 to 4dm6Bel became the chosen and recognized
mouthpiece of Israel's God.

That is the essential meaning of a prophet — one sgeaks for God. Exodus 4:16 is instructive, for
it shows that as Aaron was to be “a mouth” to Mpsdsle Moses was “as God” to Aaron, so the
prophet was God’s mouthpiece or spokesman. Of ecaifgrophet was often a person who also
spoke before — one, that is, who predicted whatikhoome to pass. And the fact that his words
were actually fulfilled became a proof of his diginommission, both in theory, Deut. 18:22, and in
practice, Isa. 44:26. But the bulk of the prophets'ssages were, like those of Samuel, addressed to
their own time. They were preachers of righteousnesrners against sin, the nation’s conscience,
and the Lord’s remembrancers.

It is the chief glory of Samuel that he was notydinist in the long line of the Hebrew prophets —
the most remarkable succession of men the worleetasseen — but also the founder of the
prophetic order. By the prophetic order we meanptiogphets as a group conscious of their
solidarity, the identity of their principles andraiSamuel gathered about his dominating personality
those persons who were sympathetic with him intspind who shared with him some of that power
of testimony which “the word of Jehovah” conferr@they seem to have lived together, | Sam. 19:20,
in communities similar to those two centuries lateder Elijah and Elisha. They used musical
instruments in their devotions, which were pubBoagell as private. Ch. 10:5. They were the center o
patriotic zeal as well as of religious effort. brf, the belief in Israel’'s God was so evidently th

bond that bound Israel together, that for the comman patriotism and religion were in danger of
being regarded as one and the same. thing.

It is not surprising, therefore, that out of Sanwiéme and from the forces which Samuel set in
motion, there came two movements which changeddhbese of the nation’s history: an outward
movement for independence, and an inward movermemdnarchy. A revival of religion couldnot
fail to rouse the subjected Hebrews against thgaressors, the Philistines. The reverses they
suffered in battle against their better armed agiteb led enemies put it into their minds to setwup
king, “like all the nations.”

Samuel, as the national leader, was God’s ages#lecting, consecrating, and establishing the first
king. He chose Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, aarafheroic proportions though of modest
demeanor. Ch. 9:2, 21. His choice met the popuypraval, at first with general and outward
acquiescence, thoughwith much inward reserve atididual revolt; but after his first successful
campaign with universal loyalty. Ch. 10: 27; 11:12



That first military effort of the new monarch wagaanst the Ammonites. But a greater test remained
in the menace of the Philistines, whose garrisérs¢rategic points in the mountains of Israel sdrve
to keep the tribes in check. Under those circunt&sitsaul was cautious, for he had but a small
force, inadequately armed, at his disposal. Buirtimtive, for which all Israel waited, was takbwg
Saul’'s son, Jonathan. Unknown to his father, J@mgtaccompanied only by his armor-bearer, but
encouraged by an indication of God’s will and by é&memy’s slackness, ch. 14:12, attacked boldly a
Philistine garrison that relied too much on theuratstrength of its position. He began in this vaay
panic in the enemy’s ranks, and soon drew afterihipursuit of them not only Saul’s small army
but multitudes of Hebrews who in their hiding pla@nly waited such a signal to fall upon the hated
oppressor. The victory of Michmash was overwhelmthg mountain country was cleared of the
Philistines, and an independent people began toyehg reign of their first king.

Unhappily Saul did not prove himself so well equeddor the in character and disposition as in
personal prowess. Jealousy, natural in a king whi@sm to authority was so new and weak, was
heightened in Saul by a malady that induced fitsudfenness and rage. His humility and modesty of
other days gave place to envy, vanity, cruelty.re@®d’s express commands through the same
prophet whose divine commission Saul’s claim totthhene rested were not heeded, for Samuel had
to rebuke him for disobedience and only refrairmeanf publicly rejecting him at Saul’s abject
entreaty. Ch. 15:30.

Room was found in Saul’s heart for jealousy of pbpularity and success of David, ch. 18:8, the
young man of Bethlehem in Judah whom at first hetlbaed and attached to his person, ch. 16:21.
Jonathan, though heir to his father’s throne andrawhat David had been designated as Jehovah'’s
choice for king, ch. 20:15, 31, had nothing bueaffon for David his friend. But Saul pursued
David openly, after failing in repeated secretmafiés to make away with him. And the close of
Saul’s life is marred by his vindictive pursuithas rival, till death in battle with the Philistinet

Mount Gilboa brought the first king of Israel toraserable end and left the way open for David to
become his successor.

Questions on Chapter 7.

1. Who shares with Samuel the leadership of Isratie time of transition from the judges to
the kings, and what relation did he bear to Samuel?

2. What was a prophet, what is meant by the propbeder, and what is Samuel’'s particular
service and distinction among the prophets?

3. What motive led to the popular demand for a kargd how did Samuel as God's

representative regard this demand?

Sketch the character of Saul. What was his aehent for Israel? Wherein did he fail?

Compare Saul and Jonathan in ability and charact

ok

Chapter 8: David and Solomon: Psalms and Wisdom

The Second Book of Samuel; | Kings, Chapters 1 talll Chronicles, Chapter10 to Il
Chronicles, Chapter 9

One of Saul's sons, Ish-bosheth, for a short tifter she death of his father and brothers in battle
attempted to maintain his right to succeed Sauherthrone. But when Abner, his kinsman and the



head of the army, turned to David, son of Jesse,wds already reigning at Hebron as king over
Judah, all the tribes followed him. Both Ish-bo$hahd Abner soon perished.

With his new dignity David promptly acquired a neapital, better suited than Hebron in location
and strength to be the nation’s center. He capttivedortress of Jebus, five miles north of
Bethlehem, his old home, from its Canaanitish deéées, and enlarged, strengthened, and beautified
it. Under its ancient name of Jerusalem he mabetft the political and the religious capital of

Israel.

The Ark of the Covenant, which in Eli’'s time hadelbecaptured by the Philistines, had been returned
by them, and for many years had rested in a privatese, was regarded as the very heart and symbol
ofthe national religion. David therefore broughfirist to Jerusalem, and instead of uniting withgt
former housing, the old Mosaic tabernacle, he gasgdemporary home in a tent, intending to build

a splendid temple when he should have peace. Butevdinued through the days of David, and at
God’s direction the erection of a temple, savectentain preparations, was left to Solomon, David’s
successor.

David was victorious in war. His success showeglfiis the enlargement of Israel’s boundaries, the
complete subjection — for the time — of all alideraents in the land, and the alliance with Hiram,
king of Tyre, with the great building operationsietnthis alliance made possible. A royal palace
formed the center of a court such as other sovesaigpintained, and David’s court and even his
family were exposed to the same corrupting inflesnas power, wealth, jealousy, and faction have
everywhere introduced. Absalom, his favorite stimeguited his father’s love and trust by
organizing a revolt against him. It failed, but motil it had driven the king, now an old man, into
temporary exile and had let loose civil war upoa fgnd.

Solomon, designated by David to succeed him, digaot the throne without dispute, but the attempt
of Adonijah, another son, to seize the throne thifespite of powerful support. The forty-year eig
of Solomon was the golden age of Hebrew historyhe-age to which all subsequent times looked
back. Rapid growth of commerce, construction,amt literature reflected the inward condition of
peace and the outward ties with other lands oficeltBut with art came idolatry; with construction
came ostentation and oppression; with commerce ¢axaey. The splendor of Jerusalem, wherein
Solomon “made silver . . . to be as stones, andrsed. as sycomore-trees,” | Kings 10:27, comtzin

in itself the seeds of dissolution.

However, there are two great types of literaturéctiiound their characteristic expression in the
days of David and Solomon and are always assocvwitbdheir names — the psalm with David,
and the proverb (or, more broadly, “wisdom”) witbl@mon. Kingdom, temple and palace have long
since passed away, but the Psalter and the bodkssaiom are imperishable monuments of the
united monarchy.

The Psalms

The Psalter is a collection of one hundred angddems, of various length, meter, and style. As now
arranged it is divided into five books, but theseevidence that earlier collections and arrangesnent
preceded the present. Among the earliest produgtjadged both by form and by matter, are those
psalms which bear the superscription “of David@ugh it would not be safe to assert that every
such psalm came from David’s own pen or that natesa labeled- is not of Davidic origin. Judged
alike from the narrative in the book of Samuel, &odn the traditions scattered in other books as



early as Amos, ch. (1:5, as late as Chronicle$rb@. 15:16 to 16:43; ch. 25, David was both a
skilled musician himself and an organizer of musicpublic worship. It is not surprising, therefore

to find a body of religious poems ascribedto hirhjali not only evidence his piety and good tasté, bu
also, though individual in tone, are well-adapte@¢dmmon at the sanctuary.

The psalms are poems. Their poetry is not simply @rsubstance, but also a poetry of form. Rime,
our familiar device, is of course absent, but themdythm, although it is not measured in the same
strict way as in most of our poetry. The most stigland characteristic mark of Hebrew poetic form is
the parallel structure: two companion lines sengether to complete a single thought, as the second
either repeats, supplements, emphasizes, illustratecontrasts with the first.

Proverbs; Job; Ecclesiastes

Poetry is also a term to which the book of Proventd most of the other productions of “Wisdom”
are entitled. While they are chiefly didactic (thatintended for instruction) instead of lyric
(emotional self-expression), nevertheless the Wistlooks are almost entirely written in rhythmic
parallelism and contain much matter unsuited tonamy prose expression. In the Revised Version
the manner of printing shows to the English reader glance what parts are prose and what are
poetry (compare, for example, Job, ch. 2 with &bb,3), though it must be admitted that a hard and
fast line cannot be drawn between them. Compare,Btc 7 with Proverbs.

“The wise,” as a class of public teachers in thigoma(see Jer. 18:18), associated their beginnings
with King Solomon (Prov. 24:23; 25:1), whose wisdmntestified to in the book of Kings, as well as
his speaking of “proverbs,” that is, pithy sayiregsy to remember and teach, mostly of moral import.

| Kings 4:29-34. But the profoundest theme of wisdeas the moral government of God as seen in
his works and ways. The mysteries with which alhpteday as well as in ancient times, must
grapplewhen they seek to harmonize their faithjisaand good God with such undeniable facts as
prosperous sinners and suffering saints, led taviiiteng of such books as Job (the meaning of a
good man’s adversities) and Ecclesiastes (the yaniall that mere experience and observation of
life afford). In the case of these Wisdom booksinahat of the Psalms, the oldest name— that of
the royal founder — is not to be taken as the esteiauthor. Solomon, like David, made the
beginnings; others collected, edited, developed,campleted.

Questions on Chapter 8.
1.In what tribe and town did David first reign aad? How did he secure a new capital when

hebecame king of all Israel? How and why did he enidiks the religious capital also?

2.What advantages and disadvantages did David'snec@h wars, and his imitation of other
kings'courts, bring to him, his family, and his jpés?

3.What was David’s part in the development of ielig poetry? How does Hebrew poetry
differgenerally from English poetiyform? Name the books of the Old Testament writtairfty
or wholly in poetry.

4.Who built the first Temple? Who were “the wisa”Israel, whom did they venerate as their royal
patron, and what did they aim to accomplish byrtheitings?



Chapter 9 : The Kingdom of Israel

| Kings, Chapter 12 to Il Kings, Chapter 17

With the death of Solomon came the lasting divigibthe tribes into two kingdoms, a northern and a
southern, known as the Kingdom of Israel and thegklom of Judah. Rehoboam on his accession
announced a policy of repression and even oppresisad alienated completely the loyalty of
Ephraim and the other northern tribes, which nettrched to the house of David in the same way
as the tribe of Judah was. Under a man of Ephriduengfore, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who in
earlier years had challenged even Solomon’s thike ten tribes revolted from Rehoboam and
established a separate state.

Rehoboam found himself too weak to prevent thigssion, and he and his descendants of David’s
dynasty had to content themselves with the narrowntaries of Judah. To be sure, in Jerusalem
they possessed the authorized center of publicmmfser the whole nation. It was to offset this
advantage that Jeroboam made Bethel, that spatiatsibin the minds of the people with the
patriarchs themselves, his religious capital. Anfluenced perhaps by the Egyptian example of
steer worship (for he had long lived as a fugitivé&gypt in Solomon’s reign), he made golden steers
and placedthem in the sanctuary at Bethel andaihahDan inthe extreme north. (See close of Chapte
6). To these places and under these visible syndidisute force, Jeroboam summoned his people to
worship Jehovah. It was the old national religian in the degraded form of an image worship
forbidden by the Mosaic Commandments.

A throne thus built on mere expediency could natiea. Jeroboam’s son was murdered after a two
years’ reign. Nor did this usurper succeed in mgdhe throne for his house any longer than
Jeroboam’s house had lasted. At length Omri, contleraof the army, succeeded in founding a.
dynasty that furnished four kings. Ahab, son of ©mvho held the throne the longest of these four,
is the king with whom we become best acquaintealldhe northern monarchs. This is partly because
of the relations between Ahab and Elijah the prophAbab’s name is also linked with that of his
gueen, the notorious Jezebel, a princess of Tyme,imtroduced the worship of the Tyrian Baal into
Israel and even persecuted all who adhered toatenal religion.This affiance with Tyre, and the
marriage of Ahab’sdaughter to a prince of Judatyis=l Israel on thenorth and the south, and left
Ahab free to pursue hisfather’s strong policy tavidnre peoples to the east, Moab and Syria. Upon
Ahab’s death in battle against Syria, Moab revqlaaa the two sons of Ahab, in spite of help from
the house of David in Jerusalem, were unable test#f the ruin that threatened the house of Omri.
Jehu, supported by the army in which he was a popeader, seized the throne, with the usual
assassination of all akin to theroyal family. Hispiration to revolt had been due to Jehovah'’s
prophets, and his program was the overthrow of Beathip in favor of the old national religion.
Though Jehu thoroughly destroyed the followerseakebel’s foreign gods, he and his sons after him
continued to foster the idolatrous shrines at Beithd Dan, so that the verdict of the sacred writer
upon them is unfavorable: they “departed not frdinthe@ sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, where-
with he made Israel to sin.

Mesha, king of Moab, Il Kings 3:4, lived long enduip see his oppressors, the kings of Omri’'s
house, overthrown and the land of Israel reducgretd weakness. (See article “Moabite Stone” in
any Bible dictionary.) Jehu’s son, Jehoahaz, witadghe deepest humiliation of Israel at the hands
of Syria. But it was not many years after Meshajagiing that affairs took a complete turn. Jehu’s
grandson, Jehoash, spurred by Elisha the propleet @v his deathbed, began the recovery which
attained its zenith in the reign of Jeroboam Iurtbking of Jehu’s line. Though little is told dfi$



reignin the Book of Kings, it is clear that at moé since Solomon’s reign had a king of Israel dule
over so large a territory. It was the last bursglofy before total extinction.

There is a history lying between the reigns of Beamn |, founder of the Northern Kingdom, and of
Jeroboam I, its last prosperous monarch, whichsieascely been referred to in this brief sketch of
its kings. It is the history of Jehovah'’s prophets.

Hosea; Amos; Jonah

Reference has already been made to the rise @irtipdetic order as such, in the time of Samuel.
(Chapter 7.) With each crisis in the affairs of ttegion God raised up some notable messenger with a
word from him to the people or to the ruler. Butadbng the fire of devotion to God and country

was kept alive by humbler, unnamed men, who sug@@lisound nucleus of believers even to this
Northern Kingdom with its idolatrous shrines arglusurping princes. | Kings 18:4; 19:18.

The greatest names are those of Elijah and Elishe.earlier struggle to keep Israel true to Jehovah
focuses in these two men, one the worthy succeddbe other. Their time marked perhaps the
lowest ebb of true religion in all the history 0b&s Kingdom on earth. It is no wonder, therefore,
that such stern, strong men were not only raisetb dight for the God of Moses and Samuel and
David, but also endowed with exceptional powersytok wonders and signs for the encouragement
of the faithful and the confounding of idolatorsdasinners. Such was the purpose of their notable
miracles.

Elijah and Elisha wrote nothing. But in their spiose up Hosea and Amos a century later — men
who have left a record of their prophecies in theks that bear their names. Denunciation of sin,
especially in the higher classes, announcemempénding punishment for that sin, and promise of a
glorious, if distant, future of pardon, peace, anasperity through God’s grace and man’s sincere
repentance — these things form the substance wfdloguent messages. Hosea is noteworthy for
hisstriking parable of a patient husband and &al&ss wife to illustrate God’s love and Israel’s
infidelity. Amos, himself a herdsman from Judahts®rth todenounce a king and people not his own,
is startling in the suddenness with which he tuhespopular religious ideas against those who lrarbo
them. See,for example, oh. 3:2, where Amos malessrtiquerelation between Jehovah and Israel the
reason, not for Israel’s safety from Jehovah’s iiras the people thought, but for the absolute
certainty of Israel’s punishment for all its sififiese two prophets, the last of the Northern Kimgdo
had themelancholy duty of predicting the utter dwaw of what the first Jeroboam had set up in
rebellion and sin two centuries before.

Questions on Chapter 9.

1.When, why, and under whose lead did the tengrilveak away from the house of David?
2.0utline the fortunes of the kings of Israel fraferoboam | to Jeroboam II.

3.Who were the outstanding prophets in the Nortikengdom, and what was the substance of
their messages”?

Chapter 10 : The Kingdom of Judah, to Hezekiah



| Kings, Chapter 12 to Il Kings, Chapter 17; Il Chronicles, Chapters 10 to 28; Obadiah; Joel,
Micah; Isaiah (in part)

The revolt of Jeroboam and the ten northern triedsiced the dominion ruled by Rehoboam,
grandson of David, to narrow bounds. Before hissli®us reign was over, Judah was still further
humiliated by an invasion under Shishak, a Phaoddhe twenty-second dynasty of Egypt, who
despoiled Jerusalem of the treasures which Soldmdramassed. After the death of Rehoboam and
the short reign of his son, Abijam, Judah was rgleccessively by Asa and Jehoshaphat, each
succeeding his father peacefully and each reigluing and, on the whole, prosperously. Another
invasion from the south which

threatened to be as disastrous as that of Shisindler “Zerah the Ethiopian” was repelled by Asa.
Internal reforms, both religious and civil, werargad out by these vigorous rulers.

The natural rivalry and intermittent warfare betwe®rth and south, which had arisen through the
division under Rehoboam, ceased for a time afteosleaphat entered into alliance with King Ahab
and took Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter, as wife for $us Joram. The kings of Samaria and Jerusalem
made common cause against Syria and Moab, and@otany success seemed to crown the new
policy. But prophets of Jehovah repeatedly warhedking who sat on David’s throne of the danger
to the true religion from such an alliance with Baarshipers.

It was not long before their warnings were justiftey the facts. Athaliah, Joram’s queen, was the
daughter not only of Ahab but also of Jezebel awnddht with her to Jerusalem the fierce spirit and
heathen habits of her Tyrian mother. King Ahaziehdon lost his life through his close association
with King Jehoram of Israel, his uncle, for Jehudsmaway with both kings at the same time, and with
all the princes of Judah, kinsmen of Ahaziah, oonvthe could lay his hands. The old tigress at
Jerusalem, Athaliah, now turned upon her own feasth blood, the children of Ahaziah, and murdered
them all so as to secure the power for herself. @ardson alone, the infant Joash, escaped, sgved b
an aunt who hid him and his nurse from the cruelequmother. Six years later this child was
proclaimed king in the Temple courts by Jehoiadea,high priest. Athaliah was slain, and a new era
began in Judah with the destruction of Baal worsimg the repair of Jehovah’s Temple.

Joash was too weak to do more than buy off thedtigria when his army threatened Jerusalem, and
hehimself met his death in a conspiracy. The satelfefell his son Amaziah, after a reign that
promised well but was wrecked on the king’s amhitio subdue the Northern Kingdom under him.
Uzziah (or Azariah) succeeded to the throne, thdoghalf of his long reign he and his kingdom
seem to have been in a state of vassalage to Jerobpthe powerful ruler of Israel. The latter par

of Uzziah'’s reign was more prosperous, in spitéhefking’s pitiable state-for he was stricken with
leprosy and had to live apart. It was on this aotdliat he associated his son Jotham with himself,
and during the sixteen years of Jotham’s reign —stmdwhich was included within the long

nominal reign of Uzziah — the Philistines, Ammositand Arabians were defeated in warfare, while
considerable building both in and out of the cdpitlped to prepare the little kingdom for the
troublous days just ahead.

The mighty kingdom of Assyria, with its capitalMineveh on the Tigris River, was the force which
God used to punish his faithless people. Lying belythe kingdoms of Syria, Israel’s nearest



neighbors on the north, Assyria was not at firfitttebe the menace which in the end it proveddo b
Whenever Assyria was strong, Syria. was weak, Badking in Samaria could breathe freely. But
there came a day when a king of unusual power dscktihe throne at Nineveh, Tiglath-pileser (or
Pul, as he was also called, see Il Kings 15:19,&8] the fate of both Syria and Israel was sealed.

Ahaz, the son of Jotham who had just died, sawigAssyrian the means of delivering Judah out of
the hands of Pekah, king of Israel, and Rezin, kih§yria, who had joined forces to capture
Jerusalem and put a king of their own on the th@i@avid. By a great present Ahaz bought the
support of Tiglath-pileser, who sent an army taektJudah’s foes. Syria was devastated, the
inhabitants were carried away captive from alléastern and northern parts of Israel (Gilead and
Galilee), Phoenicia and Philistia were overrun, Ahdz, among other kings, went to Damascus in
person to do homage to this irresistible conqueror.

In the Northern Kingdom, reduced now to little mdinan the central highlands of Ephraim and
Manasseh, Hoshea, a protégé of the Assyrian kaigned for a few years. But he and his foolish
advisers, unable to read the signs of the timedkdd to Egypt for help and revolted. This time the
end had come. Shalmaneser, now on the Assyrianghoame against Samaria, and after a siege
lasting almost three years, took and destroyekhiéwhole population was carried away, after the
drastic policy of deportation practiced by Assyaad an alien population was introduced to take
their places. Thus ended the Northern Kingdom aét&ting a little over two centuries. And thus
began that strangemixed people, known as the Samsrivho settled in the central part of the Holy
Land.

The effect of Israel’s doom upon the minds of tirggkand people of Judah may be imagined. From
the pages of Micah and Isaiah, contemporary prapineiudah, can be seen how God was speaking
to Judah through the ruin of Israel. Ahaz’s poldyelying on human help from Assyria instead of
divine help from Jehovah was refuted by its outcowigh Syria and Samaria ruined, there lay
nothing between Jerusalem and the Assyrian. Aisdinit Hezekiah's reign— the next after that
ofAhaz — that the ruthless conqueror from Ninewsthund overrunning Judah itself; How king,
prophet,and people met that crisis will begin tegtdesson, for it belongs to the period when the
Southern Kingdom is all that remained of the orgadiHebrew nation in Palestine.

Questions for Chapter 10.

1.What were the relations between the kingdomsidéli and Israel in general?

2.Who altered these relations for a time? How? Witlat consequences for Judah’s politics and
religion?

3.Who was Joash, and how did he come to the throne?

4.What was the occasion of Judah’s first intimatetact with Assyria? Discuss Ahaz’s policy in the
light of Isa. 7:1-9.

5.What were the stages in the downfall of the NemihKingdom? What became of the conquered
people, and who replaced them? See Il Kings, ch. 17

Chapter 11 : Judah, from Hezekiah to the Exile



Il Kings, Chapters 18 to 25 ; Il Chronicles, Chaptes 29 to 36; Isaiah (in part); Nahum;
Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Jeremiah; Lamentations; Ezekid, Chapters 1 to 32

Although outwardly Judah appeared to be the satee thie fall of the Northern Kingdom as before,
it was not so. A very different situation confrotitdezekiah from that which had confronted his
father Ahaz when he called on Assyria for help aglabyria and Israel. Now there were no “buffer
states” between Assyria’s empire and little Judeaid it was only a score of years after Samaria fell
when Jerusalem felt the full force of Assyria. Smeirerib, fourth in that remarkable list of the six
kings- who made Nineveh mistress of Asia, sent an arnbesiege Jerusalem, with a summons to
Hezekiah to surrender his capital.

A different spirit ruled this king. Isaiah, the samreat prophet who had counseled Ahaz to resist
Pekah and Rezin but had failed to move him to faithehovah, found now in Ahaz’s son a vital faith
in the God of Israel in this far sorer crisis. &sponse to that faith Isaiah by God to assure &ty
people of a great deliverance. The case, to allamuseeming, was hopeless. But the resources at
God’s disposal are boundless, and at one blowdtigel of Jehovah” reduced the proud Assyrian
host to impotency and drove away in retreat. 11g&6ir19:35. Scribes who record the achievements of
ancient monarchs are not accustomed to betray fatine dailures of their royal heroes. But between
the lines of Sennacherib’s records we can readmoation of the Bible’s report of some great
catastrophe to Assyrian arms. Jehovah rewardefaitieof his people in him.

The seventh century before Christ; which begarajtest this event, witnessed both the rise of Assyri
to its greatest height, and its sudden fall betbeeChaldeans, a people from the Persian Gulf, who
succeeded in mastering ancient Babylon and in winfor it a greater glory than it had ever known
in former times. Even in Hezekiah’s reign these IG@&ans, under their leader Merodach-baladan,
were already challenging the supremacy of Nineael,in doing so were seeking allies in the west.
When the king of Judah yielded to the dictatesrmfgpand showed to these Chaldean ambassadors
histreasures, Isaiah announced to him that thérima of Judah was to come in future days frons thi
source, and not from Nineveh as might then have beécipated.

Manasseh, Hezekiah’s successor, was indeed talkegasive to Babylon for a time, but the captor
was a king of Assyria. Il Chron. 33:11. Manassel ttas punished for his great personal
wickedness,for he is pictured as the worst oftedldescendantsof David, an idolator and a cruel
persecutor. Yet his reign was long, and at itseclos is said to have repented and turned to Jehovah
But this did not prevent his son Amon from followim his evil ways. A revolt of the people within
two years removed Amon, however, and set his y@amg Josiah, upon the throne. Josiah’s reign is
important for the history of Judah.

By putting together all that can be gleaned fromdsi, Chronicles, and the prophets, it can be seen
that Josiah gradually came more and more underfthence of the party in Judah that sought to purge
the nation of its idolatry and bring it back, notmaly to the comparatively pure worship and life of
Hezekiah’s and David’s days, but to an ideal okmare of the ancient Law of Moses. The climaxin
the progressive reformation in Judah was reachiairah’s eighteenth year, 622 B.C., when the
kingand all the people entered into a “solemn leagnud covenant” to obey the Law of Moses both as
a religious obligation and as a social program.

The Law book which was found while workmen werdgaesg the Temple passed through the
handsof Hilkiah, the high priest, who therefore aaitted himself, together with the priests, to this
reform. And what the true prophets of Jehovah thbogit may be seen, for example, from Jer., ch.



11, which tells that this prophetic leader preadhettie streetsof Jerusalem and through the afies
Judah, saying,“Hear ye the words of this coveramd, do them.”

Josiah attempted to attach to Jerusalem all thieseeats in the territory of the former kingdom of
Israel which were in sympathy with Jehovah’s Lawl,ahBethel itself he defiled the old idolatrous
altar and slew its priests. In fact, it was on herh ground, at Megiddo, that Josiah met his tragic
end and the new wave of patriotic enthusiasm watesied, when, in battle against Pharaoh-necho
and a great Egyptian army, the king of Judah whescki

Josiah’s four successors were weak and unwortiaefd’s line. After Jehoahaz, the son whom the
people put on the throne to succeed Josiah, haddimeeved by Necho, Jehoiakim, another son,
reigned for eleven years. He owed his throne tdPti@aoh and was at first tributary to him. But
early in his reign came the first of many campaighthe Chaldeans into Palestine, as
Nebuchadnezzar, master of Asia, extended his ptavitrer and farther south after crushing the
Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 B.C. Jehoiakim lodabiv to Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke and seems to
have lost his life in a fruitless attempt to shiétkaff. A great number of the leaders of Judah,lesb
priests, soldiers, and craftsmen, were deportepsther with Jehoiachin, the young son of
Jehoiakim, who had worn the crown but three moriB8, mc.

For eleven years more, however, the remnant ofhlotntained a feeble state under Zedekiah, a
third son of Josiah and the last of David’s linartount the throne. In spite of his solemn oathto t
king of Babylon and in the face of the express ways from Jehovah through his prophets Jeremiah
and Ezekiel, this weak and faithless king revoftedn Babylon, put his trust in the Egyptian army,
and prepared to stand a siege. But Jerusalem’sahdow come, as Samaria’s had come before, and
through a breach in the northern wall the Chaldeamy entered; the king fled and was captured,
blinded, and deported, and the whole city, inclgdiouses, walls, gates, and even the Temple —
that famous Temple of Solomon which had stood geatr centuries — was totally destroyed, 587
B.C. All that remained of the higher classes, thgetvith the population of Jerusalem and the chief
towns, were carried away to Babylonia, to begirt ¢hale which had been threatened even in the
Law, and predicted by many of the prophets, ae#tieeme penalty for disobedience and idolatry.

1 Tiglash-peleser, 745 - 727 BC; Shalmaneser, 722: Sargon, 722 - 705; Sennacherib, 705 - 681,
Esar-haddon, 680 - 668; Ashurbanipal, 668 - 626.

Questions on Chapter 11

1. How did the fall of Samaria affect the Kingdom ofd&h?
2. How did Hezekiah meet the threats of Sennacheribat\was the outcome?

3. Which king carried through a reformation of religibWhat was the basis of the covenant he
imposed on Judah? How did he meet his end?

4. Describe the relations of the Chaldeans to Judaheiime of Hezekiah, of Jehoiakim, of
Zedekiah?

5. When did Jerusalem fall? Did it fall unexpectedhdavithout warning?

Chapter 12 : The Exile and the Restoration



Ezekiel, Chapters 33 to 48; Daniel; Ezra, Chapter§, 2

When the northern tribes were carried away by Aasywey lost their identity in the mass of the
nations. Only individuals from among them attactiezinselves to the organized nucleus of Judah.
From that time the one tribe of Judah stood ouireminently as representative of the whole nation,
that “Jew” (that is, man of Judah) has been eqantatio Hebrew. Paul says that he was of the tribe
of Benjamin; the aged prophetess Anna is said e baen of the tribe of Asher, Luke 2 36, and all
the priests were of course of the tribe of Levi lpmg before New Testament times all such
Israelites were commonly referred to as “Jews.”

Judah did not lose its identity among the natiohenvlerusalem fell. The Jews who were not
deported, among them the prophet Jeremiah, werenulgr the government of a certain Jewish
noble, Gedaliah, who ruled the land from Mizpaheggesentative of the great king. Many fugitives
returned to live under his sway when they found ithaas beneficent. But Gedaliah was soon
murdered by a prince of David’s house, whom thglkahAmmon had set on to do this mischief and
then received and protected. The other Jewish teddared to remain within reach of the king of
Babylon after this insult to him, and against trermings of Jeremiah they all went down to Egypt.
That removal ended all organized Jewish life ireBthe for nearly half a century.

In Babylon, however, an event occurred long befbat time had elapsed, which marked the political
recognition of Judah’s separate identity as a nafilvat event was the release of Jehoiachin from
prison by the new king of Babylon, Evil-merodach¢sessor of Nebuchadnezzar. Jehoiachin, it will
be remembered, was the unfortunate prince of Davidé who held the throne only three months
after his father Jehoiakim’s death and was thermdeg to Babylon in 598. From that time on,
through all the remainder of Nebuchadnezzar’s llaign, he had been imprisoned in Babylon. But
now he was not only released, but given a pensmm the royal treasury for the rest of his life and
a standing superior to all the other captive prnceBabylon. This was in 562, and many Jewish
hearts must already have begun to beat with freple has the old loyalty to David’'s house flamed
up, and the promises of a restoration recordeterotd Law and the Prophets were echoed by the
prophet of the Exile, Ezekiel. This man, himsefireest by birth, had been carried to Babylon at the
same time as Jehoiachin, and through all thosesysdatoom hadthere preached to his countrymen,
first to the portionexiled with him while Jerusaleiil stood, but after 587 to the whole peopletewahi

in a common catastrophe. His voice had even reaicthderusalem, as he joined Jeremiah in
reminding King Zedekiah of his oath to Nebuchadaez¥Vith the elevation of Jehoiachin and the
stirring of the national hopes, Ezekiel becamepttopphet of hope.He pictures the breath of Jehovah
stirring to life thedry bones in the valley of deaEzek., ch. 37. And he warns the optimistic peopl
that only as God takes away from them their oldtweart and givesthem a heart of flesh, and
sprinkles clean water upon them to cleanse them freir pollution through idolatry, can they be fit
to form the new communitywherein God shall indesidm. Ch. 36:25, 26. What such a community
might outwardly and visibly resemble, Ezekiel pretsiin a long, detailed, descriptive vision
wherewith his book closes. Chs. 40 to 48.

Another outstanding Jew of the Exile was a mamoémtirely different type. Daniel, a noble youth
carried away from Judah to Babylon at the firsslkelaf Nebuchadnezzar’s armies with the Jews, 605
B.C., and brought up at the court, succeeded througrpreting a dream of the king in attracting hi
notice and winning his favor, much as Joseph hae doancient Egypt. Dan., ch. 2. From his
position of political power, Daniel was able, ddebs, to minister to the interests of his brethtba,
Jewish exiles. Possibly it is to him that Jehoiagwed his astonishing reversal of fortune. At any
rate Belshazzar, the last ruler of the Chaldeae,s$éill maintained Daniel in power, in spite bét



very solemn warning of ruin to that state which [Bhfearlessly pronounced. Ch. 5. When the
Persians succeeded the Chaldeans as masters dbBabys Jewish statesman still held his high
post, and retained it in spite of the bitter ennaityfficials who used his Jewish faith as a handle
against him. Ch. 6. In fact, there is no better waynderstand the favor accorded the Jews by
Cyrus, the Persian conqueror, and the edicts preden Ezra 1:2 - 4; 6:3-5, than by supposing that
Daniel, who had the king’s ear, brought to hisrdtiten the earlier prophecies of Jeremiah and of
other spokesmen for Jehovah, God of the Jews.

Certainly, however the affair was managed, it tdm# entirely to the Jews’ liking. All who were
willingto return to Palestine were permitted andairaged to go. They were assisted by the gifts of
their brethren who could not, or would not, leavabBlon. They bore back with them the old vessels
for the service of the sanctuary which Nebuchadaekad carried off. And, best of all, they took
with them royal authority to erect the Temple dideah on its ancient site, at the expenseof thg kin
of Persia, that is, out of taxes and tribute heittexh At their head went a prince of the old royal
house, and a high priest who was grandson of tghtgriest whom Nebuchadnezzar had executed
half a century before. Their number totaled forsptthousand three hundred and sixty, with enough
slaves in addition to make the entire company numbarly fifty thousand.

Their purpose was threefold: to reoccupy the Haydl, to rebuild Jerusalem, and to erect a temple
where Solomon’s Temple had stood. We should béylikerate the importance of these three objects
in the same order as that in which they have jashimamed. But not so the believing Jew. It was
above all else the sacred house of his God thatamted to see restored,, so that the prescribed
sacrifices of the Law might be resumed, the nati@irh might thus be atoned for, and God might
once more visiblydwell among his people. All elsgsvin order to this one great end. The origin of
Judaism, which lies in the movements of this tigemnot be understood unless this supreme motive
is clearly grasped. HowJudaism developed undenéileconditions will be the subject of the next
lesson.

Questions on Chapter 12

1. What is meant by “a Jew"?

2. How did government of Hebrews by a Hebrew coonentend in Palestine for the first time since
Saul’s day?

3. What was the first political event to arousedhkided Jews from their depression?
4. Compare Ezekiel and Daniel in their personafitysition, and audience.
5. When Cyrus captured Babylon in 539, what diditéor the Jews, and how came he to do it?

6. How many Jews returned to Palestine under Caniwhat was their uppermost motive?

Chapter 13 : The Jewish State Under Persia

Ezra, Chapters 3 to 10; Esther; Nehemiah; Haggai; &chariah; Malachi



For two centuries Judea, like the rest of westesimAwvas under the domination of the Persians,
whose great royal names, Cyrus, Darius, Xerxesx&rixes, are familiar to every student of history.
The Old Testament spans one of those two centofiBersian rule, 539—430, while for the other
century, 430—332, we are dependent for the litilekwow about the Jews upon some documents
recently discovered in Egypt, an occasional naticgdassical historians, and the brief narrative of
Josephus, the Jewish historian of the first Clanstientury.

Even in the century covered by the books of thdeBibere are long stretches of silence separating
periods that are fairly reported. First comes ime tof Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the leaders, cidil an
religious, under whom the Jews returned and ergbeedemple. This story carries us, though with a
seventeen-year gap in its midst, from 538, the gétar Cyrus took Babylon, to 515, the sixth year
of Darius the Great, and is recorded in the ficstthapters of the book of Ezra. To help us in
understanding this time we have also the prophefiekaggai and Zechariah, though the last six
chapters of Zechariah belong to another age.

After the completion of the new Temple the curtailts on Judea and, save for a single verse, Ezra
4:6, we hear no more of it for fifty-seven yearawever, the interesting story of Esther belongs in
these years, for the Ahasuerus of the Bible istexes of Greek history — that vain, fickle, and
voluptuous monarch who was beaten at Salamis atddl. The Jews must have been a part of the
vast host with which he crossed from Asia to Eurdhéthe drama unfolded in the book of Esther was
played far from Palestine, at Susa, the Persiaitatap

With the seventh year of the next reign — that dia&erxes | — the curtain rises again on Judea, as
we accompany thither the little band of Jews whamaEthe priestly “scribe,” brought back with

him from Babylonia to Jerusalem. This account isi in the last four chapters of the book of Ezra,
most of it in the form of personal reminiscencegerong less than one year. The curtain falls again
abruptly at the end of Ezra’s memoirs, and riseataaptly on Nehemiah’s memoirs at the beginning
of the book which bears his name. But there isyexeason to believe that the letters exchanged
between the Samaritans and the Persian court,rgegsi the fourth chapter of Ezra, belong to this
interval of thirteen years between the two bookEznfa and Nehemiah. For this alone can explain
two riddles: first, who are “the men that came gnf thee unto Jerusalem,” Ezra 4:12, if they are
not Ezra and his company, ch. 7? And second, whkatauld explain the desolate condition of
Jerusalem and Nehemiah’s emotion on learning dfet). 1:3, if not the mischief wrought by the
Jews’ enemies when “they went in haste to Jerusal@med with a royal injunction, and “made
them to cease by force and power”? Ezra 4:23.

Some persons are inclined to date the prophet Ma&qust this time also, shortly before
Nehemiah’s arrival. But it is probably better tag# the ministry of this last of the Old Testament
prophets at the end of Nehemiah’s administratioghd¥iniah’s points of contact with Malachi are
most numerous in his last chapter, ch. 13, in whiehvrites of his later visit to Jerusalem. Compare
Neh. 13:6 with ch. 1:1.

In Cyrus’ reign the great Return was followed immagely by the erection of an altar and the
resumption of sacrifice. Preparations for rebuiddine Temple, however, and even the laying of the
corner stone, proved a vain beginning, as the Stanar jealous of the newcomers and angered by
their own rebuff as fellow worshipers with the Jewscceeded in hindering the prosecution of the
work for many years. Ezra 3:l to 4:5.



It was not until the second year of Darius’ rei§80Q, nearly two decades later, that the little
community, spurred out of their selfishness anddedy by Haggai and Zechariah, arose and
completed the new Temple, in the face of local g but with royal support. Ch. 4:24 to 6:15.

Fifty-seven years later, in the seventh year obRetxes, 458, came Ezra with some fifteen hundred
men, large treasures, and sweeping privileges goatl by a royal edict, the text of which he has
preserved in the seventh chapter of his book. Hegixen the king’s support in introducing the Law
of God as the law of the land, binding upon alinisabitants, whom he was to teach its contents and
punish for infractions of it. How Ezra used his eptional powers in carrying out the reform he
judged most needed — the dissolution of mixed rages between Jew and Gentile forbidden by the
Law — is told in detail in his own vivid language ¢hs. 9, 10. It helps us to understand Malachi’'s
zeal in this same matter. Mal. 2:11. And the diffig of this reform appears also from Nehemiah’s
memoirs, since the same abuse persisted twentydiaes after Ezra fought it. Neh. 13:23-27.

After the failure to fortify Jerusalem recordedHnra 4:8-23, Nehemiah, a Jew in high station and
favor at Artaxerxes’ court, obtained from his kiagersonal letter, appointing him governor of Judea
for a limited time, with the special commissionrébuild the walls and gates of Jerusalem. The same
bitter hostility which the Samaritans and otheigheiors in Palestine throughout had shown toward
the returned Jews, reached its climax in the effoftSanballat and others in public and private
station to hinder Nehemiah'’s purpose. But with gereergy and bravery, and with a personal appeal
and example that swept all into the common strebpatiotic service, Nehemiah built the ruined
walls and gates in fifty-two days, instituted sbéceforms, ch. 5, and imposed a covenant on all the
people to obey the Law which Ezra read and expadindbs. 8 to 10. Elements in the little nation
that joined withhis enemies to discredit and eweassassinate himwere banished or curbed. The
origin of the peculiar sect of the Samaritan isramted with Nehemiah through his rigor in banishing
a grandson of the high priest who had married S&attsadaughter. This disloyalty of the priesthood

is also one of Malachi’schief indictments againstration, and the basis of his promise that atgrea
reformer, an “Elijah,” should arise to prepare siv@ul people for the coming of their God.

Questions on Chapter 13.

1.How long after the Return was the Temple finishédto hindered? Who helped?

2.What are the scene and the date of the book oEEAth

3.Compare the return of the Jews to Jerusalem under\gth that under Zerubbabel (a) in
date, (b) in numbers, (c) in purpose and result.

4.Tell the story of Nehemiah: the occasion of hisimet his enemies, his achievements. In
what did Ezra help him?

5.Associate the ministry of the three prophets of geriod after the Exile with the leaders and
movements they respectively helped.



Chapter 14 : Israel's Religious Life

It has often been said that while civilization ovitssart and letters to Greece and its law andraxale
Rome, it owes its religion and ethics to Palestirtes is true, within limits, provided we understian
that what Israel contributed was not the produdtsofnative genius for religion,” but was due teet
persistent grace of its God, who took this “fewastll peoples” and made of it the custodian of his
revelation and the cradle of his redemption forvtitwle world. When, however, the Hebrew claimed
preeminence through these two things, a savingaadd righteous Law, it was no idle boast. So
Moses eloquent asks in Deuteronomy: “What greabnas there, that hath a god so nigh unto them,
as Jehovah our God is whensoever we call upon AmdAavhat great nation is there, that hath statutes
and ordinances so righteous as all this law, whedt before you this day?” Deut. 4 : 7, 8.

Religion as developed in Israel had two sidesparard and an outward. On its inward side it
consisted of a faith in Jehovah cherished in theateeof the people, together with the sentiments of
reverence and love, and the purposes of loyaltycandecration, which grew out of that faith. On its
outward side religion consisted of certain objestd ceremonies, adapted to express by act and
symbol the relation between God and his people.

But there is also another distinction often madsgaaking of religion, the distinction’ between
individual religion and national religion. Each mieen of the Hebrew nation held a personal relation
to his God. The Law of God addressed him indiviuas it said to him, “Thou shalt not.” And, on a
still higher level, Moses summed up that Law fanhin these memorable words, “Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart.” Yet the entiredyoof Israel, as such, held a relation to God which
his spokesmen are continually trying to illustratel enrich by all sorts of figures. God is Israel's
“Rock,” “Possessor” or “Purchaser,” “Redeemer,” tthe&xr” — until Isaiah can even say to the nation,
“Thy Maker is thy husband,” and Hosea and Ezekdgl portray God’s dealings with Israel under the
allegory of a marriage.

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose thahallinward religion was individual and all the
outward religion national. There was provisionhe teremonial law, not only for sacrifices on a
national scale, like those of the day of atonemleut also for each man to express outwardly his own
penitence or devotion or gratitude or obligatiorGiod by means of a personal sacrifice, publicly
offered but privately planned and provided. Andtlo@ other hand, the psalms and the prophets
cannot be understood, unless we realize the geredigibus life of the nation that lies back of siee
highly individual forms of expression. That was wimhen David thinking of himself could write,

“The Lord is my shepherd,” the whole people coltdtthat sentence and the psalm it begins for use in
public worship as the collective expression of éssatrust in its God.

The great fact of sin is responsible for the pesiegrof the true relation between these different
varieties of religious life. In theory, every synlicaobject and action at tabernacle or Temple was
merely the outward expression of an inward idefeeling or resolve. Every smoking sacrifice on
the altar was supposed to come from an offerer idigawear to God in the sincere belief “that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that seek afer’iHeb. 11:6. But in fact the offerer was in
constant danger of looking upon all the gifts aiadims he brought asso many bribes with which he
might buy the favor of an offended God, or, worsk snight obtain an “indulgence” to do some evil
deed he planned. This is what Jeremiah means whernids, “Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely ... and come and dv@fakre me in this house, which is called by my
name, and say, We are delivered; that ye may dbedle abominations?” Jer. 7:9,10.



If the private worshiper was in danger of abushgntorship of God in this way, how much more was
the priest, the professional sacrificer, and celetrin danger of looking upon all his duties dsral
of authorized magic! “Do this external act, andttinavard benefit will surely follow.” “Offer this
lamb,and cease to think about that black sin faclkhe lamb is the official price.” Yes, even this
“Go and do it again, but don’t forget to bring dmatlamb!”Is it any wonder that at length Malachi,
after lashing the priests of his late day for th&riness, cynicism, and greed, cries out in Jelngva
name, “Oh that there were one among you that wslld the doors [of the Temple], that ye might
not kindle fire on mine altar in vain!” Mal. 1:10.

All along the course of Hebrew history we find pnegs and psalmists protesting against this sinful
perversion of ceremonial religion. See for exam@am. 15:22; Ps. 40:6-8; 50; Isa. 1:10-17; Micah
6:6-8.

And yet it would be a mistake to say that the patpood for pure and spiritual religion, and the

priest for merely external, formal religion. Sonfelee greatest of the prophets, as Jeremiah, Hzekie
Zechariah, were priests. And how far the prophetdccbecome professional declaimers and deceivers
may be seen, for example, from Micah 3:5-8.

The Hebrew prophets, notably Amos and Hosea, anetsme represented as the “inventors” of
“ethical monotheism,” that is, of religion as catsig in the worship of one God, who is the moral
ideal of man and demands moral living in man. Butict, that is precisely the basis of all genue
Testament religion, from the very beginning. Seb.Heh. 11. And, particularly, that is the basi$he
entire Law, even of the ceremonial law. For thavlraust not be judged by its sinful abuse, but ley th
principles of righteousness, holiness, repentaamte fellowship that underlie every article in the
sanctuary, every sacrifice on the altar, everypitescribed and observance commanded. At their best
the priests were allies of the true prophets, amereal religion as centering in the Temple wastier
time a fitting expression of Israel’'s personal aational faith. If it had not been so, then sucilips

as Psalms 24, 42, 65, 84, 122 could never beetewyripreserved, and used.

Questions in Chapter 14.
1.What ground had Israel for “glorying”? See Rom495.

2.Give illustrations to show that individual as wadl national religion in Israel expressed itself
externally, and that spiritual as well as ceremiariigion belonged to both the nation and the
individual.

3.What sinful abuse of sacrifice were the prophetstantly attacking? Did they thereby condemn
Temple, altar, priesthood, and ceremonial law emntkelves?

4. Were all the prophets spiritually minded, orta# priests merely “professional”? Give instances
from history of alliances between prophets andstsie

Chapter 15 : “The Coming One”

The Old Testament points forward. The whole impoesg leaves upon us is that of an unfinished
thing. Its history moves toward a goal outsidetsélf. Its religion is a religion of expectationll As



institutions are typical, that is, they representrenthan themselves, because they belong to arlarge
order of things which appears imperfectly in them.

In the last lesson we saw how priest and prophdthle&r own place in Israel. But both priest and
prophet also typified a perfect priesthood andréeoe prophecy, to be realized under ideal
conditions which were never present in those tifddisen, for example, Aaron made atonement for
the sins of the nation once each year, as providedv. ch. 16, he had to present first the blobd o
the bullock which was the sin offering for himsdléfore he presented the blood of the goat which
was the sin offering for the people. But ideally his position as mediator between God and the
sinful people, he was a sinless man; the blooti@biullock and the pure, white garments he put on
to indicate that he was sinless for the momenthMgtcould be clearer than that he typified a
perfect high priest for God’s people, who shoulddmly a sinless man — one who needed no
mechanism of altar, victim, and dress to make himegrom personal sin. See Heb. chs. 5 to 10,
especially ch. 7:26-28.

Again Moses looks forward to the realization in thure of the ideal communication between God
and his people typified in the “A prophet,” says flehovah thy God will raise up unto thee.”
“From the midst of thee, like unto me.” Deut. 18:1%. This ideal prophet will perfectly hear and
perfectly transmit divine truth to men. It was o tbasis of this promise that many persons
described our Lord as “the prophet,” meaning thetélat perfect prophet promised by Moses. John
1:2 1, 25; 7:40.

But there was another institution of Old Testantanés which more than prophet or priest was
associated in the people’s minds with the idealrit This was kingship. God himself was
theoretically King — sole King — of Israel. Isa.:22. But at the entreaty of his sinful and harassed
people he instructed Samuel to “make them a kiAgd while Samuel warned them of the evils
which the monarchy would bring with it becauseha# sinfulness of the men who should be king, he
nevertheless set up a throne that by its very satas unique. The king of Israel was in a peculiar
sense the representative of Jehovah. He ruledddr Be was his own “anointed,” set apart for the
exercise of supreme authority over God’s peopleamth and entitled to their religious as well as
patriotic devotion. See, for example, Psalms 21, 10

After the failure of Saul to obey God’s instructspBamuel anointed, at God’s dictation and against
hisown human judgment, David the son of JessenTdrisproved himself, not indeed sinless nor the
ideal king, but a man after God’s heart, Acts 13{#&%ause his dominant purpose was to do God’s
will. To David therefore was given the remarkabterpise contained in Il Sam., oh. 7. In a word,
this promise was an irrevocable, eternal “covefigmngnting sovereignty to David’s “house” — that
IS, his posterity considered, as a unit — over Gddlhgdom on earth.

The story of how men came to understand bettebattdr vastness of this covenant, which Isaiah
calls “the sure mercies of David,” ch. 55:3, forthe subject of that special Old Testament study
called “Messianic Prophecy.” In the psalms anchim prophecies we are able to trace a growing faith,
thatby an ideal king of David’s line Jehovah witldlly work his long delayed will in and through
Israel. This Person is commonly called “the - Maksi because “Messiah” means “Anointed.” Its
Greek equivalent is “the Christ.” While other pars@lsowere anointed with oil when they assummed
office,kings were always so anointed and the iddartgs peculiarly to kingship. By the time our

Lord appeared, no other side of the work which idhesl,promised, longed-for Coming One was to do,
was so prominent as that of ruling for God as thegkof Israel. For this reason Jesus of Nazareth is



known to all who believe in his claims as “the Ghtiand such believers are thence called
“Christians.” This title of Christ connects Jesustwthe line of David,to which he actually belorigs
descent, and it also connects him with the promfdeavid, of which he was the heir and the
fulfillment.

We have thus seen that “the Coming One,” Luke 7Jb8n 11:27, the eyes of Israel were directed,
was to be prophet, priest, and king. In all theffees and the various duties they involved he teas
be the one chosen from among the people — a maeftine, “servant of the servants of God.” Yet
this is not all. Alongside these promises there avasomise also that Jehovah himself would come
to dwell among his people. The Holy of Holies, witth Ark of the Presence and its Mercy seat for
revelation and atonement, was itself typical ofdeal presence of God among men. And through
psalm and prophet we can trace this promise alew: iNis terrible with its threat to sinners, and
now it is glorious with its hope for the oppressAtlength in Malachi we read in the clearest words
“The Lord, whom seek, will suddenly come to his pden” Mal. 3:1, 5. Preceded by his “messenger”
to “prepare the way before him,” Israel’s divinerddimself is to come for judgment and salvation.
See also Ps. 96:13; 98:9.

It was not made so plain to the men of ancienelgtest how these two lines of promise were to be
united, as it appears to us now in the light oéddacts. But we, who worship Jesus of Nazareth not
only as “Son of David according to the flesh,” lastdivine Lord from heaven, “in two distinct

natures and one person for ever,” can look badkose old prophecies of “men who spake from
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.” Il Peter 1.2We can see in them God’s purpose to make this
great Son of David a true “Immanuel,” Isa. 7:14 -Pexson in whom God actually is “with us.” God
gave to him such names as ‘Wonderful, Counselloghty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace,” because he should really be all that thases imply. Isa. 9:6.For the Child who was born in
little Bethlehem, the“city of David,” was not meyedne who should be “ruler in Israel,”, but alsa@on
“whose goings forth are from of old, from everlagti’ Micah 5:2.

Questions on Chapter 15.

1. How did the priests and prophets in Israel poimiverd to an ideal Priest and Prophet?

2. What was the relation of Israel’s king to JehovhBh®hose “house” was this office made eternal?
In what Person has this promise been fulfilled?

3. How was the promise that God himself should be Gbening One” consistent with the promise
of a human Prophet, Priest, and King? Where isdicated in the Old Testament that both
promises might be fulfilled in one Person?

SECTION II: The Life of Christ and the Development of the Church in New
Testament Times
By John Gresham Machen, D.D.

This work has been extracted from a joint work.dedesham Machen and James O. Boyd entitled "A
Brief Bible History: A Survey of the Old and New Stament$(The Westminster Press, Philadelphia,
(1922), now in the public domain.




Chapter 1: The Preparation

At the time when the Old Testament narrative clpgesJews were under the rule of Persia. The
Persian control continued for about one hundredsye®re, and then gave way to the empire of
Alexander the Great. Alexander was king of Macedpaicountry to the north of Greece; but the
language and culture of his court were Greek. Aterece proper had been conquered by Alexander's
father, Philip, Alexander himself proceeded to¢baquest of the East. The Persian Empire fell ih 33
B.C., and with the other Persian possessions Jemsame into the hands of the conqueror. In 323
B.C., when Alexander died, his vast empire, whixteeded around the eastern end of the
Mediterranean Sea and to the borders of Indianeg ¢ell to pieces. But the kingdoms into which the
empire was divided were to a large extent Greegdams. Short-lived, therefore, as Alexander's
empire was, it had the permanent effect of spregitia Greek language and Greek civilization over
the Eastern world. It became thus as will be seea,of the most important factors in the divine
preparation for the gospel.

After the death of Alexander, the country of Judeaame a bone of contention between two of the
kingdoms into which Alexander's empire was dividied-Greek kingdom of Syria and the Greek
kingdom of Egypt. At last, however, the Syrian ldog, with its capital at Antioch, near the
northeastern corner of the Mediterranean Sea, gaireeupper hand. Judea became part of the territor
of the Syrian monarchs.

In the reign of Antiochus IV of Syria, called Antious Epiphanes, 175-164 B.C., the Jews began a war
for independence. Antiochus Epiphanes had desedtaelemple at Jerusalem by setting up an

image of a heathen god in the Holy of Holies. Témuft was the glorious revolt of the Jews under
Mattathias and his sons-the family of the Maccab&be Maccabean uprising, of which a stirring
account has been preserved in the First Book offthecabees, an apocryphal book attached to the

Old Testament, certainly constitutes one of thetrglwsious chapters in the history of liberty. The
uprising was successful, and for about one hungieads the little country of the Jews, though
surrounded by powerful neighbors, succeeded intaiaing its independence.

At first the Maccabees had been animated by aioekgmotive; the revolt had been due not to an
interference with what may be called civil liberbyt to the desecration by Antiochus Epiphanesef t
Temple and to the attempt at prohibiting the wgrgifiJehovah. As time went on, however, the
Maccabean rulers became more worldly in their psegand thus alienated the devout element among
their people. Hence the little kingdom became ay @aey to the next great world empire which
appeared upon the scene.

That empire was the empire of Rome. Originally alwity-state in Italy, Rome had gradually
extended her conquests until she came into conilitt Greece and with the Greek kingdoms of the
Eastern world. Weakened by many causes, the sursassAlexander soon succumbed, and among
them the monarchs of Syria. Judea could not, résshew conqueror. In 63 B.C., the famous Roman
general, Pompey, entered Jerusalem, and Jewispandence was at an end.

The Roman control was exerted in Palestine foma through subservient high priests, until in 37
B.C. Herod the Great was made king. Herod was mealaJew, but an Idumaean; and at, heart he had
little or no attachment to the Jews' religion. Batwas wise enough not to offend Jewish feelintpén
outrageous way that. had proved so disastrous tio&rus Epiphanes. Throughout his reign Herod
was of course thoroughly subservient to the Rontdwasigh a king, he was strictly a vassal king.



Herod reigned from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C. His kingdombeated not only Judea, but all Palestine. It was
near the end of Herod's reign that our Saviourleaa. Thus the reckoning of the Christian era, Wwhic
was instituted many centuries after Christ, isast four years too low; Jesus was born a litttkega
than 4 B.C.

When Pompey conquered Jerusalem in 63 B.C., Roraestillba republic. But before many years had
elapsed Julius Ceasar assumed the supreme powdheaancient Roman liberties were gone. After
the assassination of Caesar in 44 B.C., there wasgeperiod of civil war. Finally Augustus was
triumphant, and the Roman Empire began. In the teign of Augustus, 27 B.C. to A.D. 14, our
Saviour was born.

The political events which have just been outlidetinot take place by chance. They were all pdrts o
the plan of God which prepared for the coming efltord. When Jesus finally came, the world was
prepared for his coming. In the first place, therlRa Empire provided that peace and unity which was
needed for the spread of the gospel. War intermgrtsmunication between nations. But when the
apostles went forth from Jerusalem to spread tlel gews of Christ to the world, there was no war to
interrupt their course. Nation was bound to natinder the strong hand of Rome. Travel was
comparatively safe and easy, and despite occagiensg¢cution the earliest missionaries usually
enjoyed the protection of Roman law. In the seqaade, the Greek language provided a medium of
communication. When the Romans conquered the Bastaid, they did not endeavor to substitute
their own language for the language which alreagyailed. Such an attempt would only have
produced confusion. Indeed, the Romans themsetlggsted the Greek language as a convenient
medium of communication. Greek thus became a warlguage. The original, local languages of the
various countries continued to be used (Aramaicekample, was used in Palestine), but Greek was a
common medium. Thus when the apostles went forthd@vangelization of the world, there were no
barriers of language to check their course.

In the third place, the dispersion of the Jews i@y the early missionaries everywhere with aisigrt
point for their labors. As a result not only of t&jy, but also of voluntary emigration, the Jeinghe

first century were scattered abroad throughoutities of the world very much as they are scattered
today. But there was one important difference. Jatie Jewish synagogues are attended only by
Jews. In those days they were attended also byofnather races. Thus when Paul and the other
Christian missionaries exercised their privilegspéaking in the, synagogues, they were speaking no
only to Jews but also to a picked audience of Gemti

Questions on Chapter 1.

1. Name in order the foreign powers which possesdountry of the Jews, beginning with Old
Testament times and continuing down to the pre@aynt

2. What was the importance of the Maccabean ugrisithe. preparation for the coming of the
Lord? What would have happened if Antiochus Epigsamad been successful?

3. What was the importance of the Roman Empir¢hferspread of the gospel? of the Greek
language? of the dispersion of the Jews?

Chapter 2: The Coming of the Lord

John 1: 1-18



When the Son of God came to earth for our salvatlmworld was ready for his coming. The whole
course of history had been made to lead up to Aimd.he was well worthy of being thus the goal of
history. For the One who came was none other thareternal Son of God, the Word who was with.
God and who was God. He had existed from all géigrhe had been the instrument in creating the
world. He was himself truly God, the same in substawith the Father, and equal in power and glory.
Yet the One who was so great humbled himself tbdva as a man and finally to suffer and die. His
coming was a voluntary act, an act of the Fathgiving him for the sins of the world, and his own
act which he performed because he loved us. Itamagct of infinite condescension. The Son of God
humbled himself to lead a true human life; he tapkn himself our nature. He was born, he grew in
wisdom and stature, he suffered, he died." He Weays God, but he became also man. Who can
measure the depth of such condescending love?

What, then, was the manner of his coming? The ssaigid, in beautiful narrative, in the first two
chapters of Matthew and Luke.

Luke1:5-25,57-80

First, the birth of John the Baptist, the forerunmeas announced by the angel Gabriel to Zachaaias,
devout priest, as he was ministering in the Tenlpl&e 1:5-25. Zacharias was old; he had given up
hope of children. The promise seemed to him toodednul to be true; he doubted the angel's word.
But the punishment which was inflicted upon himHa doubt was temporary merely, and the
bitterness of it was swallowed up in joy for thel@hhat was born. The tongue of Zacharias, which
had been dumb on account of his sin, was loosethamttered a wonderful song of praise. Vs. 57-80.

Luke 1: 26 - 56

But before John was born, in fulfillment of the aiig promise, there was a promise of a greater than
John. Luke 1 : 26-56. "The angel Gabriel was semhfGod unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Josépine house ,of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary." It was a far more wonderful promise thanttiwhich had come to Zacharias, not only because
of the greater glory of the promised Son, but @lscause of the mystery of his birth. The child veas
have no human father, but was to be given by theepof the Holy Spirit. But this time, despite the
strangeness of the promise, there was no unba$iefi the case of Zacharias. "Behold, the handmaid
of the Lord," said Mary; "be it unto me accordighy word." And then Mary went to Judea to visit
her kinswoman Elisabeth, the wife of Zacharias; @hde in Judea she gave glorious expression to
her thanksgiving in the hymn which is called, frime first word of it in the Latin translation, the
"Magnificat"

"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit ha#joiced in God my Saviour." Then Mary returned
to her own home in Nazareth.

Matthew 1 : 18 - 25

But another announcement of the Saviour's birthmade to Joseph, who was betrothed to Mary.
Matt. 1:18-25. Joseph was to have the high prieilefcaring for the child that was to be born. 'fFea
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife," said the drigeloseph in a dream, "for that which is conceive
in her is of the Holy Spirit." And here again, teevas no unbelief and no disobedience. Joseph "did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and todd kim his wife."



Luke2:1-7

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, a town of thehson part of Palestine, which was called Galilee.
But the promised Child was to belong to the hoddeavid, and it was fitting that he should be batn
Bethlehem, a little town five miles south of Jetasawhere David himself had been born. To cause
him to be born at Bethlehem, God made use of antefevorld politics. Luke 2:1-7. A decree had
gone out from the emperor, Augustus, that the whnipire should be enrolled. This enroliment or
census seems to have been carried out in the kimgdiélerod the Great by the Jewish method which
took account of family relationships. So, althoaghhe time Joseph and Mary were living at
Nazareth, they went up to the home of Joseph'sstorseto Bethlehem, to be enrolled. And at
Bethlehem the Saviour was born. There was no raotine lodging place. The Child was laid,
therefore, in a manger that was intended for tkdifey of cattle.

Luke2:8-20

But humble as were the surroundings of the newBang, his birth was not without manifestations of
glory. Luke 2:8-20. Shepherds, keeping watch infigslds by night, heard a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, "Glory to God inhighest, and on earth peace among men in whom
he is well pleased. "The shepherds went then tohgesign which had been made known to them. It

was a strange sign indeed-Christ the Lord, the m®drKing, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in a manger.

Luke 2 : 21 - 38; Matthew 2 :1-12

Forty days after the birth of Jesus, Joseph ang Made the offering according to the Old Testament
law, and presented the Child, as the first-bormhéoLord in the Temple at Jerusalem. Luke 2:21-38.
Then they must have returned to Bethlehem, foad at Bethlehem that gifts were presented by Wise
Men from the East. Matt. 2: 1-12. The Wise Men hadn guided to Bethlehem partly by a wonderful
star which they had first seen in their own coundiryd partly by questions which were answered by
the scribes.

Matthew 2 : 13 - 23

But the life of the infant Saviour was not all te & hearing of angels' songs and a reception df gol

and frankincense and myrrh. The Lord bad come ffersior the sins of the world, and the last great
suffering on the cross was anticipated by the pets@n which came in the early days. Matt. 2 :13-18
The suspicions of Herod, the jealous king, had lz@ensed by the questions of the Wise Men. He sent
to Bethlehem to put a possible rival out of the wBwt it was too late.’

‘The king's rage was vented upon the innocent @nldf the little town, but God had cared for the
infant Saviour. The Lord was finally to die for thims of the world. But meanwhile many words of
wisdom and grace were to fall from his lips; histhavas not yet come. Joseph was warned of God in a
dream, and took the young Child and his mother awdygypt, out of the way of harm, until Herod

the Great was dead. Then they returned to Nazawétre the Child was to spend long, quiet years of
preparation for his work.

Questions on Chapter 2.



1.What life had our Saviour lived before he camedah? Did he cease to be God while he was on
earth?

2.Why did he come?
3.Who was his forerunner? What sort of persons Wer@arents of the forerunner?
4.How did Jesus come to be born at Bethlehem?

5.What was the character of his mother?

Chapter 3: The Baptism
Luke 2 : 40 - 50

The New Testament tells very little about the baydhand early manhood of our Saviour. One
incident, however, is narrated. Luke 2:41-50. Josapd Mary, we are told, were in the habit of going
up from Galilee to Jerusalem every year in thengpait the feast of the Passover. When Jesus was
twelve years old, he went up with them. But whesytleft Jerusalem on the return, Jesus remained
behind in the Temple, to study the Old Testameamd;@hen Joseph and Mary found him, he replied to
their inquiries, "Knew ye not that | must be abowt Father's business?" The incident shows the
presence even in the human consciousness of thégsog of a knowledge of the great mission that he
was called to fulfill and of his special relatian®od.

Luke 2 : 51, 52

But the consciousness of these great things digmeeent our Saviour from performing the humble
tasks of daily life and from being obedient to lisnan parents. Luke 2 :51, 52. Jesus became a
carpenter, and since Joseph also was a carpeatdoubt Jesus learned the trade in early youthkMar
6:3; Matt. 13:55. For many years, till he was alibuty years old, the Saviour of the world laboetd
the carpenter's bench, and lived as an obedierihssohumble home at Nazareth. Luke 3:23.

At last, however, the time came for the beginnihgis public ministry. Before that ministry is
studied, it may be well to cast a glance at thelitm of the country into which Jesus now came
forward.

When Herod the Great died in 4 B.C., his dominimese divided among his three sons. Archelaus
received Judea, the southern part of Palestinh,Jetusalem as its chief city; Herod Antipas, the
"Herod" who is mentioned in the Gospels in conmecWwith Jesus'public ministry, received Galilee
and a district to the east of the Jordan Riveedaierea; and Philip received a region lying toetdmst

of Galilee and to the north of Perea. When Archelaas banished in A.D. 6, his territory was placed
under the control of Roman officials called prod¢ara. The procurator who was in office during
Jesus'public ministry was Pontius Pilate. Herodpes, with the title of "tetrarch,” continued tdeu
until A.D. 39; Philip until about A.D. 33. The pubiministry of Jesus extended from A.D. 26 or 27 to
A.D. 29 or 30. During most of that time he washa territory of Herod Antipas and of Pontius Pilate
though occasionally he entered the territory ofiphi



Matthew 3 : 1 - 12, and Parallels

The beginning of Jesus' public ministry was pregdioe by the work of John the Baptist. Matt. 3:1-12
and parallels. John was the last and greatest ptapthe old dispensation, who came just befoee th
dawn of the new age. For centuries prophecy had &igant. But at last a prophet came in the spirit
and power of Elijah to prepare the heart of theppetor the promised Messiah.

Even in dress and in manner of life, John wasdilggophet of the olden time. His food was locusts
and wild honey; he was clothed with a rough cantelis garment; and his preaching was carried on in
the deserts. The substance of his message is suaprirdhe words, "Repent ye; for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand." Matt. 3:2.

The phrase, "kingdom of heaven," or "kingdom of Gadhs evidently familiar to the hearers of John,
and the meaning of the phrase, up to a certairt,gsiperfectly clear. As the kingdom of Caesahes
place where Caesar bears rule, so the Kingdom dfi&the place, or the condition, where God bears
rule. In one sense, the whole universe is the Kangdf God, for nothing happens apart from God's
will. But evidently John was using the phrase imemarrower sense; he meant by the Kingdom of
God the condition where God's will is wrought autbmpletion, where the sinful disobedience which
prevails in the world is banished and God is tiilyg.

The Jews expected an age which should be undeetifect control of God. But they were surprised

by what John the Baptist said about the requiresiiemtentrance into that age. They had supposéd tha
all Jews would have the blessing of the Kingdont,Jatnn told them that only the righteous would be
allowed to enter in. It was a startling messageesthe hearers of John knew only too well thag the

did not possess the righteousness which was refjlepentance, therefore, or cleansing from sin,
was necessary. And the sign of cleansing was lmaptis

Matthew 3 : 13to 4 : 11, and Parallels

Among those who came to be baptized was Jesuszairbth. Matt. 3 :13-15, and parallels. Jesus did
not need to be baptized for his own sake, for liertwasin to be washed away. But his baptism was
part of what he was doing for his people. Justrathe cross he received the punishment of singimou
there was no sin of his own, so in his baptismdpeasented the sinful people whom he came to save.

When Jesus had been baptized, there was a wondeéenl which was perceived not only by him but
also by John the Baptist. Matt. 3 :161 17, andlfgsaThe Holy Spirit descended upon him in the
form of a dove, and there was a voice from heavieiciwsaid, "This is my beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased.” This event marks the beginning stidepublic ministry as Messiah. He had been the
Messiah already, and he had already possessetheépirit; but now the power of the Spirit
impelled him to come forward definitely as the prsed One.

At the very beginning, however, there was temptattoobe overcome. Matt. 4:1-11, and parallels.
Jesus was led up from the deep Jordan Valley, wherbaptism had taken place, into the wilderness
on the heights. And there he was tempted. The t#roptwas based upon the holy experience which
he had just received. The voice from heaven hagjaggd Jesus as Son of God. "If that be trued' sai
the Tempter, "if thou art really Son of God, usg plower to obtain creature comfort, test out thy
power by casting thyself down from a pinnacle & Temple, obtain the immediate enjoyment of thy
power by doing obeisance to me." The Devil quotedp8ure for his evil purpose. But Jesus did not



need to repudiate the Scripture in order to reffiite The Holy Scriptures themselves contained a
sufficient answer to every suggestion of the EvieOThe great victory was won. The Kingdom of the
Messiah was not to be a worldly realm, and it watsto be won by worldly means. The path to the
Messiah's throne led by the way of the cross. Aadl path our Saviour was willing to tread for our
sakes.

Questions on Chapter 3.
1.What is known about the boyhood and youth ofg&su

2.Describe the physical features and the politibakions of Palestine at the time of our Lord. \Whe
was Jesus born, where did he spend his youth, Aedevwvas he baptized?

3.What was the meaning of John's baptism? Why esisslbaptized?

4. What was the meaning of each of the three teropgtand how did Jesus overcome them?

Chapter 4: The Early Judean Ministry
John1:19-34

After the temptation Jesus descended again intddigan Valley, where the baptism had taken place.
There he received the testimony of John the Bagii$tn 1:19-34. John had come not to perform a
work of his own, but to be a witness to the gre@twee who was to follow. He put aside, therefork, al
thoughts of personal ambition, declared plainlyt ttawas not the Christ, and rejoiced when his
disciples left him in order to follow the One. whdma had come to announce. John had had revealed
to him, moreover, not merely the fact that Jesus tlva Saviour, but also something of the way in
which the salvation was to be wrought. Jesus wasetdike a sacrificial lamb, for the sins of othe
"Behold, the Lamb of God," said John to his disspl'that taketh away the sin of the world!"

John1l:35-51

Two pairs of brothers, in those early days, lefinJt follow the Saviour. John 1:35-42. One pair
consisted of Andrew and Peter; the other, no dautsisted of the two sons of Zebedee, James and
John, although John, who wrote the Gospel in wthéhnarrative is contained, has never mentioned
his own name in his book. Two other men, besidesdlour, came to Jesus on the following day-
Philip and Nathanael. Vs.43-5 1.

John2:1-11

After the meeting with these six disciples, ourd.ascended again from the valley of the Jordaheo t
higher country of Galilee. And there, in the vikagf Cana, he wrought the first of his miraclesinjo
2:1-11. He was a guest at a wedding feast, and wgewine ran out he supplied the lack by turning
water into wine. Thereby he not only manifestedgager, but also indicated the manner of his
ministry. He was not to be an austere person bke Jhe Baptist, living far from the habitations of
men. On the contrary, his ministry was, for thos®m he came to win, a ministry of joy. He entered



not merely into the sorrows, but also into the jof/snen; the One who was to die for the sins of the
world was also willing to grace a marriage feast!

John2:12-22

After a brief sojourn at Capernaum, on the shoféBeoSea of Galilee, where he was afterwards to
carry on a large part of his ministry, Jesus wentlsvard to Jerusalem at passover time. At Jemmsale
his first recorded act was an act of stern rebd&kn 2:13-22. The Temple area was filled with the
tables of those who sold the sheep and oxen anesdekich were intended for sacrifice; the sacred
precincts of God's house had been made a plaagsofdss. There was no hesitation on the part of
Jesus; he made a scourge of cords and drove thekiges out. It is a mistake to suppose that the
wonderful gentleness of our Saviour or his gracigagicipation in innocent joys was any indication

of weakness. Though always merciful to the penjtdegus could be indignant against blatant sinners;
and the righteous anger of the Saviour was a tertfiing.

John2:23-25

At Jerusalem Jesus won adherents because of thel@esinwhich he wrought. But he was able to
distinguish true devotion from that which was falde "knew all men, . ..and needed not that any one
should bear witness concerning man; for he hinisedfv what was in man." John 2:24, 25.

John3:1-15

One example of this knowledge was afforded by #ee®f Nicodemus, John 3:1-15; Jesus knew what
Nicodemus lacked. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jeausiecto Jesus by night, to discuss the substance of
what Jesus had been saying. But our Lord wouldvaste time with things that lay on the surface. He
went straight to the heart of the matter, and galMicodemus, "Ye must be born anew." V. 7. None

of the learning, none of the worldly influence atbdemus would avalil; true life could come only by

a new birth, which all, rich and poor, learned &brant, must receive, and receive, not by them o
efforts, but by the mysterious power of the SmfiGod. Jesus spoke, too, on that memorable night,
the sacrificial death which he himself was to diethe sins of men. "As Moses lifted up the serpent
the wilderness," he said, "even so must the Sonaof be lifted up; that whosoever believeth may in
him have eternal life."

John3:22-30

Then Jesus left Jerusalem' the capital, and casriethrough his disciples, a -ministry of baptism

the country districts of Judea. John 3:22-30. Hs thias engaging in a work which before had
belonged peculiarly to John the Baptist. Some bh3odisciples were perhaps inclined to be envious.
But there was no envy in the heart of John himg&dfhad come not for his own sake but to be a
witness to Jesus as Messiah. And now he rejoicdteigrowing prominence of Jesus. "The friend of
the bridegroom,"” he said about himself, "rejoicetha voice of the bridegroom. He must increasg, bu
| must decrease." Vs. 29, 30, in substance.

John4:1-42

When this early Judean ministry was over, Jesus baxk to Galilee. On the way he passed through
Samaria. John 4:1-42. The inhabitants of Samarra wet of pure Jewish race, and although they



accepted the five books of Moses and looked foctming of a Messiah, they did not accept all of
the Old Testament. They were despised by the Bwteven for the Samaritans, and for the most
degraded among them, the Saviour had a messagp®efWearied by his journey, our Lord was
sitting by Jacob's well near the city of Sychar.eNlnis disciples had gone into the city to buy faod
woman came to draw water at the well. For that womaas a memorable hour. Jesus was willing to
labor, and that in the midst of his weariness-cioe sinful soul, as well as for all the multitudiest

had crowded around him in Judea. The woman wasfofl $ife, and she could not hide her sin from
Jesus But Jesus searched out her sin, not in mrdendemn her, but in order to bring to her the
message of salvation. Attracted, then, by whattbean had said, a number of the Samaritans came
to Jesus and recognized him as the Messiah am@ &atiour of the world.

Questions on Chapter 4.

1.

Give an account of the testimony of John thetiBam Jesus. How did John know that Jesus
was the Messiah?

2. What happened at Cana? Who, besides Jesus,guastaat the feast?
3.
4

Give an outline of all the journeys of Jesudaipis passage through Samaria.

Give an account, fuller than the outline giveinthe early Judean ministry. What did Jesus say
when he was asked to give a sign?

What is the meaning of the "new birth"? Is il secessary today if a man is to be saved? How
does it come?



Chapter 5: The Beginning of the Galilaean Ministry



After passing through Samaria, Jesus arrived inlggaland it was in Galilee that a large part &f hi
ministry was carried on. The Galilaean ministryasrated for the most part by the first three Gisspe
which are called Synoptic Gospels, whereas the @dsgrording to John deals more particularly with
the work in Judea.

Luke 4 : 16 - 30

After the healing of a nobleman's son, when Jesssaty Cana of Galilee, our Lord began his
preaching in the Galilaean synagogues. Early sygkriod he went to Nazareth, the place where he
had been brought up. Luke 4 :16-30. But the peopMazareth could not believe that the carpenter's
Son whom they had known was really chosen by Gddlfitl the glorious prophecies of Isaiah. When
rebuked by Jesus they even desired to kill him sTdid they illustrate, to their own eternal lo$s t
words of Jesus that "No prophet is acceptablesrowin country.”

Leaving Nazareth, our Lord went down and dwelt ap€naum, making that city apparently the
center of his work. But before the details of thail@ean ministry are studied, it will be well tast a
hurried glance at the geographical features otthentry where Jesus' ministry was carried on.

The political divisions of Palestine have alreadgi mentioned Galilee in the north, under the
tetrarch, Herod Antipas; Samaria and Judea todb#hsunder the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate.
But the physical features of the country do noteswond at all to the political divisions. Physlgal

the country is divided into four narrow strips, lrabout one hundred and fifty miles long, running
from north to south. The westernmost strip is thastal plain, along the Mediterranean Sea, into
which Jesus hardly went; then comes the low hilintoy, the "shephela”; then the highlands, upon
which Jerusalem is situated, reaching an altitdd®me 2500 feet (760 metres) above sea level.eThes
central highlands of Palestine are broken by tagpmf Esdraelon, in southern Galilee. A littlethe
north of this plain, in a hill country, lies thentn of Nazareth. East of the central highlands ésdbep
valley of the Jordan River. The Jordan rises inetkieeme north of Palestine, one of its sourcesdei
on the slopes of the lofty Mount Hermon; then flasesithward to the lake called "the waters of
Merom™ then, issuing from that lake it flows, afeeshort course, into the Lake of Gennesaretear S
of Galilee, which is about twelve miles long; the&suing from the Lake of Gennesaret, it flows
southward, through a very deep valley to the De=a &hich has no outlet and is extremely salt.
During most of its course the Jordan Valley ligskf@low the level of the sea, being on accounhisf t
peculiarity absolutely uniqgue among the river walef the world. The Dead Sea is 1292 feet (394
metres), and the Lake of Gennesaret 682 feet (20688) below sea level. It was on the shores of the
Lake of Gennesaret that a large part of our Lardfsstry was carried on. Centuries of misrule have
now ruined the country, but in those days Galilggperted a large population. The shores of the lake
particularly, were lined with villages and town$elwork of our Lord was thus carried on amid "&ife’
throng and press," though from time to time he &bogt the desert places for rest and prayer.

Matthew 4 : 18 - 22, and Parallels

At the beginning of the ministry on the shoreshaf Lake of Galilee Jesus called the two pairs of
brothers - Simon Peter and Andrew, and James dmd Matt. 4 :18-22, and parallels. They had
known Jesus before, and had devoted themselves setvice. But now they were commanded to
show their devotion by leaving their ordinary ocatipn and becoming Jesus' permanent followers.



Mark 1 : 21 - 39, and Parallels

The Gospels give a vivid picture of a Sabbath whiesus spent at Capernaum. near the beginning of
his Galilaean ministry. Mark 1:21-34, and paralléls usual, he went into the synagogue. Our Lord
knew how to find God's handiwork in the flowerstloé field; but he was not like those who think that
the worship of God through nature is any substitotehe public worship of the Church. In the
synagogue the people were astonished at JesusingatHe taught them as having authority, and not
as the scribes." But they were also astonished gtdwer; he commanded even the unclean spirits and
they obeyed him. He was not merely a teacher, Isataahealer; he brought not merely guidance, but
also active help.

After the synagogue service, Jesus went into thisdof Simon and Andrew with James and John. In
the house he healed Simon's wife's mother who igkfa fever. Others had heard of the wonderful
power of Jesus, and desired to be healed. Budier arot to break the Sabbath, they waited until
sunset, when the Jewish Sabbath was over. At stiresebrought to Jesus those who were sick and
those who were possessed with demons, and Jestatpuhis divine power to heal.

It had been a crowded, busy day. Our Lord must baes weary as night at last came. But even in
such busy days, he took time to seek the soura# strength. A great while before the dawn he went
out into a desert place and there prayed. Mark-38%nd parallels.

Matthew 9 : 1 - 8, and Parallels

After a tour in the Galilaean synagogues, with hpp#aching and healing, our Lord returned to
Capernaum. There, as is told in one of the vividaiaes of the Gospels, Jesus healed a paralytic.
Matt. 9:1-8, and parallels. The sick man couldlm®brought in by the door of the house because of
the crowds. But he and his friends were not todrgetl. The four friends who bore his couch lowered
him through the roof into the place where Jesus Wasy had found the Healer at last. But bodily
healing was not the first gift which Jesus bestaWwg8dn," said Jesus, "thy sins are forgiven." Is\ea
strange physician indeed who could forgive sin® 3tribes said that the word of Jesus was
blasphemy. And so it was, unless Jesus himself Geck As a proof of his divine power, the Lord said
also to the paralytic, "Arise, and take up thy tjwalk.” And so the man went away from the
presence of the great Healer, whole in body amdind.

Questions on Chapter 5.

1. Describe the political and the physical divisaf Palestine. In what parts of the country was
our Lord's ministry carried on? Where was Nazar€hfernaum? Point out these places on a
map.

2. Describe the call of the four disciples. Whed amere had they followed Jesus before? What
was their occupation?

3. Give an account of the Sabbath in Capernaumdlusscribed in the Gospels. What great
divisions of Jesus' work were illustrated on they 2l

4. Describe the healing of the paralytic. What lbartlearned from this incident about the nature of
Jesus' person? Why were the scribes offended?

Chapter 6: The Period of Popularity



During the first part of the Galilaean ministry rdwrd had the favor of the people. Great crowds
followed him so that he could scarcely enter intioase. On one occasion he embarked in a little boa
and put forth a short distance into the lake, s d® able to speak to the throng on the shore.

This popularity, it is true, was not universal. Tdnmon people heard Jesus gladly, but the official
teachers were hostile. These teachers, who aedcadtibes, belonged for the most part to theafect
the Pharisees. At the time of Christ there weredhief parties among the Jews-the Pharisees and the
Sadducees. The Sadducees were a worldly aristgérapgssession of the high-priestly offices at
Jerusalem, favored by the Romans, and satisfiddth existing political order. The Pharisees,len t
other hand, were a strict Jewish party, insisted efrict interpretation of the Mosaic Law, and edld
to the Law a great mass of oral "tradition,” whagtensibly consisted of interpretation of the Lawt,
really meant an enormous and oppressive additian Ttve Pharisees were opposed to Jesus for at
least two reasons. In the first place, they wereaers of his success in teaching, which endangered
their own position. In the second place, they wgmgosed to the contents of his teaching; he rajecte
their interpretation of the Law, and rebuked themgaying such attention to the detailed rules whic
were set forth in their tradition as to forget theightier matters of justice and mercy.

The conflict of Jesus with the Pharisees was pitatgal particularly by the attitude of Jesus towtue
Sabbath. The Sabbath controversy was carried dly paGalilee and partly, John, ch. 5, during a
visit of Jesus to Jerusalem. The Pharisees hadagekfor the preservation of the Sabbath an
elaborate set of rules which went far beyond whes get forth in the Old Testament. They were
offended, therefore, when Jesus refused to rebiskaigtiples for plucking the ears of wheat on the
Sabbath Day, and when he himself insisted on usieg@abbath to perform works of mercy like the
healing of the man that had a withered hand. Buthfe present the opposition of the Pharisees was
held in check by the favor which our Lord had amtmgpeople.

This favor was due partly to the teaching of Jesubpartly to his miracles. He interpreted the
Scriptures in a fresh, original way; "He taughbas having authority and not as their scribes.” Aad
had power to heal every manner of disease andstmoademons. It was no wonder that the crowds
followed so wonderful a teacher.

Matthew 4:17

The Galilaean teaching of Jesus began with thdaration of the Kingdom of God. The message
sounded at first somewhat like the message of thehBaptist. Quite like John, Jesus came forward
with the summons, "Repent ye; for the kingdom afven is at hand." But the new teacher differed
from John in the more complete account which heegd\the nature of the Kingdom, and especially in
the central place in the Kingdom which he assigodimself.

Matthew, Chapters 5to 7

The nature of the Kingdom of God is set forth ia great discourse of our Lord which is commonly
called the Sermon on the Mount Matt., chs. 5 tdaking gone up from the shores of the Sea of
Galilee to the heights which surround the lake,laard taught his disciples what was to be thedife
those who should have a part in the Kingdom of Go@ne sense, the Kingdom lay altogether in the



future; it would be ushered in with full power ordythe end of the world. But in another senseai
present already wherever there were those who tdyesubmitting their lives to Jesus.

The Sermon on the Mount contains certain features kich are fundamental in all of Jesus'
teaching.

In the first place, God is presented, in the Serommothe Mount, as "Father." The fatherhood of God,
in the teaching of Jesus, is sometimes misundeatsi@sus did not mean that God is Father of all. men
God stands indeed to all men in a relation whidmialogous to that of a father to his children; he
cares for all, he makes his sun to rise upon atthNb:45. But in the teaching of Jesus and inithele
New Testament the lofty term, "Father," is reserfigedh still more intimate relationship. So in the
Sermon on the Mount the great world without is phadistinguished from the company of Jesus'
disciples; it is only the latter who can say, "®ather which art in heaven."

There was nothing narrow in such teaching; foralth in Jesus' teaching the intimate relation of
sonship toward God was offered only to those wiaukhbe of the household of faith, yet the door of
the household of faith was open wide to all who lddae willing to come in. Indeed Jesus himself
died on the cross with the purpose of openingdbat. Our Saviour did far more than teach men that
they were already children of God; he came to nth&m children of God by his saving work.

In the second place, the Sermon on the Mountwgikst kind of life is led by those who should have
entered into the Kingdom and been made the childf&wod. That life is far more than obedience to a
set of external rules; the purity which Jesus detadns a purity of the heart. The life in the Kiogal

is also far removed from all pretense; the childsEGod engage in prayer and good works not to be
seen by men but to be seen by God. Finally, tkarithe Kingdom is a life of perfect trust; alixawus
thought for the morrow is banished, since God galle for his children.

One difficulty arises in the reading of the Sernoonthe Mount. How can such an ideal be attained? It
might be possible to obey a set of rules, likerthes of the Pharisees, but how is it possiblesiioful

men to attain purity of heart? The righteousnesh®Kingdom of heaven exceeds by far the
"righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees." Hovsach righteousness be attained?

The answer to this question was partly understoed by the, first hearers of the Sermon on the
Mount. The disciples of Jesus knew even then #sislalone could give them entrance into the
Kingdom; they trusted in him already not merelyteecher but also as Saviour. But the answer to the
question is far plainer to us; for we know the srokhe atoning death of Christ it was that gave men
the kind of righteousness required for entrance tiéé Kingdom of God, for it gave them the
righteousness of Christ himself. The significant#e cross was spoken of by our Lord even during
his earthly ministry, but the full explanation tfnas left to the apostles. The saving work of desu
could be fully explained only after it had been @on

Questions on Chapter 6.

What is the meaning of "the kingdom of God,Jésus' teaching?
Who were the Sadducees?

Who were the Pharisees, and why were they opposéesus?
Give an outline of the Sermon on the Mount.

el



Chapter 7: The Turning Point

The teaching of Jesus was carried on in variouswagmetimes there were extended discourses like
the Sermon on the Mount. On the other hand, mut¢heomost precious teaching of our Lord is
contained in brief sayings which were uttered isveer to some objection or in view of some special
situation. One other form of teaching requires spattention-namely, the parables.

Mark 4:1-34, and Parallels

A parable is a narrative taken from ordinary Ifat intended to teach some spiritual lesson. fedif
from an allegory in that the application is nob®carried out in such detail. Ordinarily a parable
teaches simply one lesson; there is only one mdisimilarity between the literal meaning of the
parable and the deeper spiritual truth. Thus wherLord compared God's answer to prayer with the
answer which an unjust judge gives to an imporimatiow, the details in the two cases are not
intended to be similar; God is very different freime unjust judge. But there is one point of siniijar
importunity does have its effect in both cases.

The distinction between a parable and an allegonpt an absolute distinction, and sometimes tloe tw
shade into each other. Thus the parable of the &ditkusbandmen, which Jesus uttered nearly at the
close of his earthly ministry, partakes largelyttod nature of allegory. The details to a considerab
extent are significant-the wicked husbandmen remtethe Jews and their leaders, the servants who
were first sent represent the prophets, the sonwdsosent last represents Jesus himself. But nfany o
Jesus'parables are parables pure and simple; theytintended to be pressed in detail, but teach,
each of them, some one lesson.

The purpose of Jesus in using parables was twdfolthe first place the parables were not clear to
those who did not wish to learn. In accordance wifitinciple of the divine justice, willful closinaf

the eyes to the truth brought an increase of daskrigut in the second place, to those who were
willing to receive the truth, the parables were mgtbriously plain; the figurative form of the tésag
only served to drive the meaning home. The ministryesus did not consist merely of teaching.
Along with the teaching there went wonderful masii&ions of divine power. These manifestations of
divine power were of various kinds. Many of thenreveniracles of healing; Jesus had power to make
the lame to walk, the dumb to speak, the deaf &v.hHée also had power to cast out demons. At the
presence of the Son of God, Satan and his miniseatgput forth all their baneful power. But the
demons were obliged to flee at Jesus' word.

Matthew 8:23-27, and Parallels

Not all of the miracles, however, were miraclefeéling. Some of the most notable of them were of a
different kind. But all of them were manifestatiasfslesus' divine power. When, on the lake, in the
midst of the frightened disciples, our Lord saidhe winds and the waves, "Peace, be still,." thielR

of all nature was revealed. The particular forrdegus' miracles depended upon his own inscrutable
will; but all of the miracles revealed him as thad¢er of the world. He who had made the world & th
beginning could still put forth the same creatiesvpr. A miracle, as distinguished from the ordinary
course of nature, is a manifestation of the creats distinguished from the providential, power of
God.



Matthew 14: 13-21, and Parallels

Among the miracles of Jesus the feeding of thetfie@isand seems to have been particularly
important. Its importance is indicated by the f&eétt it is narrated in all four of the Gospels. Mat
14:13-21, and parallels. Even the Gospel of Jolmicinis concerned for the most part with what
happened in Judea, here runs parallel with the @ynGospels and narrates an event which happened
in Galilee.

This event marks the climax of the popularity of dord and at the same time the beginning of his
rejection. Even before this time he had been regeby some; his popularity had been by no means
universal. He had been opposed by the scribes laadses; he had not been understood even by the
members of his own household; and he had beertedjéeice at the town where he had been brought
up. But for the most part he had enjoyed the fa¥dhe people.

At the time of the feeding of the five thousands fhopular favor had reached its height. Jesus had
withdrawn from the crowds into a lonely place asrt®e lake from Capernaum. But such was his
popularity that he could not escape. The peoplev@&d him even when he tried to be alone; they had
had no thought of food or of lodging for the nigéd, eager had they been to listen to his teaching.
When evening came, therefore, they were in wantoBuLord had pity on them because they were
like sheep without a shepherd. By a gracious mstaif®n of his divine power he made the five loaves
and two fishes suffice for all the multitude.

Matthew 14:22-34, and Parallels

After the feeding of the five thousand Jesus foamlést the solitude which he had sought; he wpnt u
into the mountain to pray. The multitudes were mgkheir way around the lake by the shore; the
disciples had taken the only boat and were rowargl lagainst the wind. But about three o'clock at
night our Lord came to the disciples walking uple water. It is no wonder that they bowed before
him and said, "Of a truth thou art the Son of God."

John 6: 22-71

Meanwhile the multitude had gone on foot aroundake to Capernaum. When they found Jesus
there before them they were astonished. But tlsiméshment, unfortunately, was not of the kind tha
leads to true and abiding faith. They had valuederthly bread which Jesus had given them, but
were not willing to receive the spiritual breadsuke himself, he told them, was the Bread of lif@wh
had come down from heaven; only those could tiukyWho would feed upon him by accepting his
saving work. John 6 :22-7 1.

It seemed to the Jews to be a hard saying. Howddbel Jesus whose family they knew be the bread
which had come down from heaven? Many even of thdsehad formerly followed Jesus were
offended at this "hard saying."” The popularity e$uJs at this time began to wane.

But there were some disciples who remained. Jemdighosen twelve men, whom he called apostles.
He had had them as his companions, and alreadgichednt them out on a mission to teach and to
heal. Turning now to them, he asked, "Would ye gls@away?" Then Peter, speaking for the others,
showed the difference between true disciples aosktlivho are offended at every hard saying. "Lord,"
he said, "to whom shall we go? thou hast the wofagernal life."



Questions on Chapter 7.

What is a parable? How does it differ from dagdry?

Why did Jesus use parables? Mention some gfatables recorded in the Gospels.
What is a miracle? Why did Jesus work miracles?

What is the particular importance of the feednthe five thousand?

Why were the people offended by the discoursthermBread of life?

arwnE

Chapter 8: Jesus as Messiah

The waning of Jesus' popularity was by no meandesuceven after the discourse on the Bread of life,
we frequently find the multitudes around him. Bugeneral, from that time on our Lord seems to
have withdrawn from the crowds more frequently thafore, in order to devote himself to the
instruction of his intimate disciples.

Matthew 15:21-39, and Parallels

At this time our Lord withdrew into Phoenicia, nostest of Palestine. In Phoenicia he healed the
daughter of a Syrophoenician woman. It was a fetetaf the rich streams of mercy which after
Pentecost were to flow out into the whole world.

After a brief stay in Phoenicia, Jesus returne@atilee, where he engaged again in controversy with
the Pharisees and again, by his divine power, fgeat multitude. This second time four thousand
men were fed. There were also miracles of hea#ind,in general the essential characteristics of the
Galilaean ministry were continued.

Matthew 16:13-20, and Parallels

But before long Jesus departed again from Gaklded,finally went with his disciples to the regiasfs
Caesarea Philippi, northeast of Galilee. Near Gaadahilippi occurred the great confession of Reter
which is one of the most important incidents of @wspel record. Matt. 16 :13-20, and parallels.

"Who," Jesus asked of his disciples, "do men sayltam? And they told him, saying, Elijah; but
others, One of the prophets. And he asked themwBatsay ye that | am? Peter answereth and saith
unto him, Thou art the Christ." Mark 8:27-29.

In this confession Peter recognized that Jesughvea¥viessiah,” the "Anointed One," or according to
the Greek translation of the same word, "the Chiistvas by no means the first recognition of the
fact. The Messiahship of Jesus had been revealdastph and Mary and Zacharias and Elisabeth
even before Jesus was born; it had been reveatbé thepherds and the Wise Men who greeted the
infant Saviour; it had been revealed to John thetiB& it had been revealed to the little group of
disciples who left John at the Jordan in ordewttmiv Jesus; it had been proclaimed by Jesus himsel
in his conversations with Nicodemus and with them&atan woman; it had been recognized even by
the unclean spirits.



But although Jesus had been proclaimed ,is Mebs&fdre, the confession of -Peter was by no means
a matter of course. Although the disciples hadaalyeaccepted Jesus as the Messiah it required
considerable faith and devotion to continue to pchen, for Jesus was not the kind of Messiah whom
the Jews had been expecting. They had been exgechessiah who, as anointed king of Israel,
would deliver God's people from the Roman oppressord make Jerusalem the center of the whole
world.

Such expectations seemed to be set at nought Brdpdet of Nazareth. No kingly pomp surrounded
him; he mingled freely with the common people; ikled in the utmost humility, having not even a
place to lay his head. Political Messiahship heénitefy refused. When, after the feeding of thesfiv
thousand, the people were about to come and make king-that is, the Messianic king-he left them
and withdrew into the mountain. John 6 :15. ltaswonder that they were disappointed. All their
enthusiasm seemed to be ruthlessly quenched. Jesldsiave absolutely nothing to do with the kind
of Messiahship which they offered.

By this attitude of Jesus not only the multitudesevdiscouraged. Even the members of Jesus'
household failed to understand, and the very fomeeu of Jesus, John the Baptist himself, was
assailed, momentarily at least, by doubts. Conbdnhe twelve apostles also might have been
discouraged. But their faith remained firm. Despiledisappointments, despite the refusal of oudLo
to accept what were supposed to be prerogativetessiahship, Peter was able still to say, at
Caesarea Philippi, "Thou art the Christ."

But in what sense was Jesus the Christ? He waanedrthly king who would lead the armies of
Israel out to battle against the Romans. He washabtsort of Messiah. What then was he? What was
Jesus' own conception of Messiahship?

In order to answer that question fully, it wouldrmxessary to return to the study of the Old
Testament. Jesus accepted to the full the Old mesthpromises about the Messiah; what he rejected
was merely a false interpretation of them.



Even those promises of the Old Testament which rtfakélessiah a king of David's line were
fulfilled in Jesus. He was actually of David's lim@d he was born in David's city. He was also the
King of Israel.

Only his kingship was exercised in ways differgnti those which the people generally were
expecting. And there were other features of theT@stament promises which Jesus also fulfilled.
Jesus was not only Son of David; he was also Sdfaof The title "Son of Man," which was
Jesus'own Messianic designation of himself, do¢sl@oote merely the humanity of Jesus in
distinction from his deity. On the contrary, itgkinly taken from the stupendous scene in Dar8,7:1
where "one like unto a son of man" is represensecbaing with the clouds of heaven, and as being in
the presence of God. It indicates, therefore, m@thiuman weakness of Jesus, but his exalted positio
as supreme Ruler and Judge.

It is not surprising that for a time at least dgrims earthly ministry Jesus used this title of Mhessiah
rather than the other titles, for the title SorMazn was without the political associations whicbuke
desired to avoid. It had been employed, not so nwydine masses of the people, as by the circles
which read the books which are called the "Apocsdygd’ In these books, on the basis of Daniel and
other Old Testament prophecies, the Messiah waegepted not as a political king, but as a heavenly
supernatural person. The title, therefore, was eabtyi fitted to designate the lofty character & th
Messiah's person, without the dangerous politisabeiations which had gathered around certain other
titles.

Indeed for a time, in the early Galilaean ministyr Lord seems to have kept his Messiahship
somewhat in the background. Public proclamatiohi®Messiahship would have aroused false,
worldly hopes of political upheaval. Before proat@ng himself again as Messiah, our Lord needed to
make clear by his teaching and by his example Winatof Messiah he was; before finally setting up
his Kingdom he needed to show that that Kingdom medf this world. But he was Messiah and
King from the beginning, and even at the beginmrsgMessiahship had been made known.

Questions on Chapter 8.

1. Mention some of the titles which are used taghede Jesus as Messiah, and explain their
meaning. Was the title "Son of Man" ever used watierence to Jesus by anyone except Jesus
himself?

What was the significance of Peter's confession?

Why did Jesus become less popular than he wastat

wnN



Chapter 9: The Prediction of the Cross

Peter's confession at Caesarea Philippi was aphurhfaith, for which Jesus pronounced Peter
blessed. Through a revelation from God, Peter legh Imade able to endure the disappointment
involved in Jesus'refusal of kingly honors. But @ueo trial of faith was soon to come.

Matthew 16:21-28, and Parallels

After Peter's acknowledgment of Jesus as Messuah,ard began to teach the disciples more of what
his Messiahship meant. Matt. 16:21-28, and pagllemeant, he said, not worldly honors, and not
merely a continuation of the humble life in Galjleéat actual sufferings and death. This teaching wa
more than Peter could endure. "Be it far from theed,” he said, "this shall never be unto thep." |
such rebellion against God's will Jesus recogn&egpetition of the temptation which had come to
him at the first, immediately after the voice frévaven had proclaimed him to be the Messiah the
temptation to use his Messianic power for his ovamlely glory. And now as well as then the
temptation was resolutely overcome. "Get thee lukhig, Satan,” said Jesus: "thou art a stumbling
block unto me: for thou mindest not the things oldGbut the things of men.

Jesus was thus ready to tread the path of sufferingh he had come into the world, for our sakes, t
tread. And he called upon his true disciples tadrinat path after him. Yet all the suffering wabé
followed by a greater glory than Peter had evecemed; and almost immediately there was a
wonderful foretaste of that glory.

Matthew 17:1-13, and Parallels

Six days after the scene at Caesarea Philippil.oa took Peter and James and John, his three most
intimate disciples, with him up upon a high mountad doubt somewhere on the slopes of the lofty
Mount Hermon. There he was transfigured before thdatt. 17:1-13, and parallels; "his face did
shine as the sun, and his garments became white éight.” With him appeared Moses and Elijah,
talking with him. And they were talking about wissems to be a strange subject at such a moment.

They were talking not- of the glories of Jesus'd¢iom, but of the "departure” which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Luke 9:31. The "deparinatided not only the resurrection and the
ascension, but also the crucifixion. Even the slyright of the transfiguration was intended torpoi

to the cross.

Matthew 17: 14-20, and Parallels

After the glorious experience on the mountain,loand came at once into contact with the
repulsiveness of human misery, Matt. 17 :14-20,@ardllels. But he did not shrink from the sudden
transition. As he came down from the mountain,cwnd at the, bottom a boy possessed of a demon,
who "fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.\Wis a depressing sight, very unlike the brightness
of the transfiguration. Even more discouraging, @oer, than the condition of the boy himself was
the powerlessness of the disciples. They had toi@ast the demon out but had failed miserably, not
because the power might not have been theirs,dnstuse of their unbelief. The father of the bog, to



was lacking in faith. "I believe," he said; "helpti mine unbelief.” Jesus did help his unbelief| dre
unbelief of the disciples. He rebuked the unclgantsand healed the boy.

At this period Jesus repeated on several occa#iensrophecy of his death. The tragedy on Calvary
did not overtake him unawares. He went deliberatelyis death for our sakes.

Matthew 18:1-6, and Parallels

Even on such solemn days, when the shadow of tss ¢ay over the path, the disciples were unable
to overcome the pettiness of their character. @nvéry journey when Jesus had told them about his
approaching death, they had quarreled about th&tigueas to which of them should be greatest in the
Kingdom of heaven. Thereby they had shown howtfay were from understanding the true nature of
the Kingdom. If the Kingdom was finally to be adead under the leadership of such men, some
mighty change would have to take place in themt €hange did take place afterwards, as we shall
see, at Pentecost. But at present the pettinessaandl-mindedness of the disciples added to the
sorrows of our Lord. Despite the intimacy into whiwe entered with his earthly friends, he towered i
lonely grandeur above them all.



After the transfiguration and related events neagdarea Philippi, our Lord returned to Galilee. But
apparently he did not resume permanently his Gaiaministry. Soon we find him passing through
Samaria, and laboring in Judea and in that cowedsy of the Jordan River which is called Pereas Thi
part of Jesus'ministry is recorded particularlyhe Gospels According to Luke and According to John
although Matthew and Mark contain important infotima about the latter part of the period. The
general character of the period is fixed by theeeigtion of the cross. Jesus had set his face dowar
Jerusalem to accomplish the atoning work whichdmakdome into the world to perform.

Luke 10:1-24; John, Chapter 5

At the beginning of the period Jesus sent out dgwdiaciples, to prepare for his own coming inte th
several cities and villages which he was intendingisit. The Seventy were in possession of
something of Jesus' power; they were able to repithtjoy that the demons were subjected to them.

During the same period we find Jesus in Jerusatehedeast of tabernacles. Even during the period
of the Galilaean ministry Jesus had gone up tosdégm at least once, at the time of one of theskewi
feasts; and in connection with the healing of a @uathe pool of Bethesda he had then set forth the
true nature of his person and his relation to GedRather. John, ch. 5. At the later period withclwh
we are now dealing, the same teaching was contirCiesl 7, 8.

Matthew 11:27, and Parallels

It is particularly the Gospel of John which recotidls way in which Jesus set forth the nature of his
own person, but what is fully set forth in the Gelspf John is really implied all through the Synopt
Gospels, and in Matt. 11 :27; Luke 10 :22 it is magst as plain as it is in John. According todws
teaching, Jesus stood in a relation toward Godrétieer which is absolutely different from that in
which other men stand toward God. In the plainessible way, our Lord laid claim to true deity. "I
and my Father," he said, "are one." All the Gospet¢sent the true humanity of Jesus, the Gospel
According to John, no less than the Synoptists.aiuhe Gospels also set forth his deity. He was,
according to a true summary of the Gospel teaclitagd and man, in two distinct natures, and one
person for ever.”

Questions on Chapter 9.
1. What trial of Peter's faith came just after hisagreonfession?
2. What was the meaning of the transfiguration?
3. What event took place just afterwards?

4. Give an account of Jesus' teaching at the timbeofdast of tabernacles. John, chs. 7, 8. How
was this teaching received?

5. Give an account of the mission of the Seventy amdpare it with the previous mission of the
Twelve.



Chapter 10 : The Last Journeys
John, Chapter 9

During the latter part of Jesus’ ministry, with whiChapter 9 began to deal, Jesus spoke some of the
most beautiful of his parables.

A number of them, such as the Good Samaritan an@tbdigal Son, are recorded only by Luke. From
the same period the Gospel According to John receodhe notable teaching of Jesus, in addition to
that which was mentioned in the last lesson. Hatis teaching was introduced by the healing ef th
man born blind. John, ch. 9. This miracle, whicd baen performed on the Sabbath, had aroused the
special opposition of the Pharisees. In answdnagmt our Lord pointed out the difference between
those leaders of the people who are like robbexalding into the sheepfold or at best like hirelings
who flee at the first approach of danger, and tedgshepherd who is willing to lay down his life fo
the sheep. Such a shepherd was Jesus himselfisilife lvas soon to be laid down.

John 11:1-53

Finally, after various j ourneyings of Jesus ineldnd in Perea, there occurred in Bethany, a littl
village near Jerusalem, one of the most notabteiot.ord’s miracles. John ii 1—44. At Bethany lived
a certain Lazarus with his sisters Martha and Mahgm Jesus knew well. Lazarus fell ill during the
absence of Jesus across the Jordan in Perea;eaidels resulted in his death. On the fourth day
after Lazarus’ death, Jesus came to Bethany. Maghee to meet him; Mary remained mourning in
the house, until her sister brought word that Jeswisarrived. Then she, too, went to greet the Lord
When Jesus saw her and her friends weeping fasiibevho had died, he, too, wept with them. But he
had power not only to sympathize, but also to hélpng with the sisters to the tomb, he caused the
stone to be removed, then prayed, and then callighl & loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” At the
word of Jesus, the dead man came out of the toeslisdvas Master over death and the grave.

It was not the first time that our Lord had raisled dead. He had raised the daughter of Jairus in
Galilee and the son of the widow of Nain. But thising of Lazarus is especially important, not only
because of the wonderfully vivid way in which timeident is narrated in the Gospel According to
John, but also because it served to hasten the kriderusalem. Both the Sadducees and the Pésrise
were now aroused. The movement instituted by Jesdseached alarming proportions. If allowed to
continue it would be full of danger. The Romansyats feared, would regard it as rebellion and would
utterly destroy the nation of the Jews. The divgadies among the Jewish leaders were becoming
more and more united against the strange Propbrat Balilee.

John 11: 54

For a short time still the crisis was delayed. Owoird retired from Judea to a city called Ephraiman
the wilderness. We also find him, in this periochsf Life, again beyond the Jordan, in Perea.ig th
Perean residence is to be placed a portion ofthehtng contained in the Synoptic Gospels, such as
the teaching concerning divorce, Matt. 19 3—12, paucllels, the words to the rich young ruler, vs.
16—30, and parallels, and the parable of the Labarethe Vineyard. Matt. 20 1—16.



Luke 19: 2-16

Before long, however, Jesus went up to Jerusaletiméoast time. On the way, when he was passing
through Jericho, in the Jordan Valley, he healanlltind men, and converted the tax collector
Zacchaeus. The conversion of Zacchaeus was indegtr Jesus’ custom all through his ministry.
The tax-gatherers were despised by the rest afdbws at the time of Christ. They had allied
themselves with the Roman oppressors, and no doobtt of them were guilty of abominable
extortion on their own account. By the Phariseastqularly, they were regarded as belonging to the
very dregs of the people, with whom no true obseo¥¢he law could be intimate. But Jesus was
bound by no limits in his saving work. He did nohdone sin — either the sin of the tax-gatherers or
the sin of the Pharisees. But he was willing teesaom sin all who would believe. The whole, he
said, need not a physician, but they that are Jibk.Son of Man had come to “seek and to save that
which was lost.”

John 11:55 to 12:1

Toiling up the long ascent from Jericho, our Lordved at last, six days before the passover,at th
village of Bethany, which is less than two milesnfr Jerusalem. During the remaining time before the
crucifixion Jesus went every morning into the @tyd returned in the evening to lodge with his flen
at Bethany.

Matthew 26:6-13, and Parallels

Soon after his arrival at Bethany, when Jesus e@giing at table in the house of a certain Sintan t
leper, he was anointed by Mary the sister of Lazavatt. 26 6—13; Mark 14 3—9; John 12 2—S8.
This anointing is not to be confused with a somewhatlamevent which had taken place some time
before, when Jesus had been anointed by a womaimathbeen a notorious sinner. Luke 7 36—50.
The disciples murmured at the waste. The precimisent, they said, might have been sold for a
great sum, which could have been distributed tgtheg. Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, had a
special cause for dissatisfaction; in his casertbation of the poor was only a cloak for covetossne
Judas kept the bag, and if the proceeds of thenemithad been put into his keeping, he could have
indulged his thieving propensities. But all the muring, whether it proceeded from more sordid
motives or from a mere misunderstanding of the $pigt of the woman'’s act, was rebuked by our
Lord. The woman, he said, had anointed his bodgrbegfnd for the burial. The days just before the
crucifixion were no time for true disciples to mwmat an act which was prompted by overflowing
love for the Saviour who was so soon to die.

Matthew 21:1-11, and Parallels

On the day after the supper at Bethany, that ishemay after the Jewish Sabbath, on the ninttoflay
the Jewish spring month Nisan, our Lord entered Jetrusalem. Matt. 21: 1—11, and parallels. It was
a triumphal entry; Jesus was received publiclyngyrultitudes as the Messiah, the promised King of
Israel. Even the manner of his entry was in aceurdavith prophecy; he came riding over the Mount
of Olives and into the city mounted on an asscitoadance with Zech. 9:9. The promised King of
Israel at last had come. The multitudes strewenh fiiménches in the way, and cried, “Hosanna to the
son of David.”



Questions on Chapter 10

1. Where was Perea? Jericho? Bethany? Ephraim? Fiadwmap the places mentioned in this
lesson.

2. Give an account of all the times when Jesus, ddris@arthly ministry, raised the dead. In
what Gospels are these incidents narrated?

3. What is the special importance of the raising afdras?

4. Give an account of some of those parables of Jekich are contained only in the Gospel
According to Luke.



Chapter 11: Teaching in the Temple

Despite the enthusiasm which the multitudes Ihagva at the time when Jesus entered into
Jerusalem, despite the shouts of those who crigddsSed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord,”
Jesus knew that be was going to his death, andénasalem would turn against her King. “When he
drew nigh,” we are told in the According to Lukég‘saw the city and wept over it, saying, If thou
hadst known in this day, even thou, the things Wihielong peace! but now they are hid from thine
eyes.” Luke 19:41, 42.

On the Sunday of the triumphal entry it was alrelatly when Jesus entered into the Temple area. He
did nothing, therefore, that day, except look albont; and then he returned to Bethany with twelve
apostles. Mark 11:11.

Matthew 21:12-19, and Parallels

On Monday, however, the final conflict began. Emgiinto the city, our Lord cast out of the Temple
those who bought and sold, just as he had dore dieginning of his public ministry. The rebuke
which he had administered several years befordhbddho permanent effect. But Jesus did not hesitate
to rebuke again who made God’s house a place ofidéss The rulers, of course, were incensed. But
popular favor for a time put a check upon theieh&n the way into the city, Jesus said to a &ég,tr
which w bearing leaves only, “No man eat fruit frtdmee henceforward for ever.” The motives of our
Lord’s act are not fully known to us; but at leastwas able afterwards to point out through the cas
the fig tree the limitless power of faith. The ddes were exhorted to pray in faith. But theiryses,
Jesus said, must be in love; no unforgiving sphiduld be left in their souls when they prayed to
heavenly Father for their own forgiveness. The mext, Tuesday, was a day of teaching. Our Lord
spent the day in the Temple, meeting the attackssofnemies. And he had an answer to every
inquiry; the trick questions of his enemies alwesgounded to their own rebuke.

Matthew 21:23-32, and Parallels
First our Lord was questioned as to the authortyhich he had cleansed the Temple the day before.

Matt. 21 : 23—32, and parallels. He answered thastion by another question: “The baptism of John,
whence was it? from heaven or from men?” The ghiieists and elders could not say. They were not
really sincere seekers for divine authority. Bigu¥ewas not content with having silenced them. He
also pointed out, positively, their sin in not reagg the Word of God which had come through John.

Matthew 21:33-46, and Parallels

Still more scathing was the rebuke which Jesusadtthrough the parable of the Wicked
Husbandmen. Matt. 21 : 33—46, and parallels. Theked husbandmen had been put in charge of a
vineyard. But when the time came to render the biliihe vineyard to the owner, they killed the
servants who were sent to them and finally the o\srs®n. The chief priests and Pharisees needed no
elaborate explanation; they would probably in aagechave applied the parable to themselves. But as
a matter of fact Jesus made the application abulydalain. “The kingdom of God,” he said, “shall be
taken away from you, and shall be given to a natidmging forth the fruits thereof.”

Matthew 22: 1-14



Just as plainly directed against the wicked leadktise people, and against the rebellious natswifi
was the parable of the Marriage of the King’s 9datt. 22 : 1—14. Those who were bidden to the
feast refused to come in; but from the highways lzedbes the king’s house was filled. So the
covenant people, the Jews, had rejected the diniigation; but the despised Gentiles would be
received.

Matthew 22: 15-40, and Parallels

The rulers would have liked to put Jesus to dettimee; but they still feared the people. So they
adopted the underhand method of trying to catchihils speech. First came the Pharisees and the
Herodians, the latter being the partisans of theo#ian dynasty, with their adroit question about
giving tribute to Caesar, Matt. 22:15—22, and galsil then the Sadducees, the worldly aristocracy
who did not believe in the resurrection, with theiempt to is the doctrine of the resurrection
ridiculous, vs. 23—33, and parallels; then an irdlial Pharisee with his question about the greatest
commandment in the law. Vs. 24—40, and parall@sugd had a wonderful, profound answer for them
all. But only the last inquirer to have been awalling to learn. “Thou art not far,” Jesus saiithih

“from the kingdom of God.” Mark 12 : 34.

Matthew 22:41-46, and Parallels

Then, after all the questions which had been phitrtg our put one question in turn. “David himself,
he said in effect, “calls the Messiah Lord; howhis Messiah, then, David’s son?” In this way Jesus
was presenting to the people a higher conceptidviessiahship than that which they had been
accustomed to bold. The Messiah was indeed Da8idis but he was not only David’'s Son. Matt 22 :
41—46, and parallels.

Apparently on the same day, our Lord called attento the poor widow who was casting her mite
into the collection box. A gift, he said, is mea=iiin the estimation of God not by its amount, liyut
the sacrifice which it means to the giver. Mark: ¥1—44, and parallels

Matthew, Chapter 23

Finally, on the same memorable Tuesday, our Loribdeced openly the formalism and hypocrisy of
the scribes and Pharisees. Matt., ch. 23. It was@rhaps on the same day that certain Greekedesi
to see Jesus, John 12 : 20, 21—a foretaste oéfitietnce of Gentiles into the Church which was to
come after the resurrection. We are not told exdwiv Jesus received the Greeks, but the importance
of the moment was marked by a voice from heaverhvbame as a divine confirmation of Jesus’
message.

Matthew, Chapters 24, 25

When Jesus, on the same day, had gone out of thpl&@@nd had ascended to the Mount of Olives, a
hill which lay on the way to Bethany, he taught disciples about the coming destruction of the
Temple and also about the end of the world. Meltt. 24, and parallels. The time of the end of the
world, he said, is unknown to all except God, anéxpectation of it men should always be watchful.
This duty of watchfulness he illustrated by theghées of the Ten Virgins, Matt. 25 : 1—13, andradf t



Talents. Vs. 14—30. Then our Lord drew a greatupecof the last awful judgment of God, when the
wicked shall be separated from the good. Vs. 31—46.

Questions on Chapter 11

1. Where was the Mount of Olives? Describe the roetevben Bethany and the Temple in
Jerusalem.

2. Compare the two occasions when Jesus cleansectthpld.
3. On what occasions during his ministry did Jesusisdout John the Baptist?

4. Give a full account of the questions which weretpulesus on the Tuesday of the last week,
and of the answers of Jesus.

5. What were the “woes” which Jesus pronounced agtiestcribes and Pharisees?

6. What did Jesus say after the Gentiles came totse®k



Chapter 12: The Crucifixion

This following selection has been extracted frojoiat work of J. Gresham Machen and James Oscar
Boyd entitled "A Brief Bible History: A Survey ohe Old and New Testaments" (The Westminster
Press, Philadelphia, 1922), now in the public domai

Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16, and Parallels

On the Wednesday of the week before the crucifixibe chief priests and elders of the Jews took
counsel how they might put Jesus to death. Thedity was that if they arrested so popular a teach
in the midst of the crowds who had come to Jerusée the approaching feast of the passover, there
would be a tumult. At first, therefore, the enenmoésesus thought that they might have to waitl unti
the passover was over. But they were helped otitedf difficulty by one of Jesus’ own friends. Jsda
Iscariot, one of the twelve apostles, proved ta baitor. He received a promise of thirty piecés o
silver, and watched for a time when Jesus wouldviey from the crowds so that he could be
delivered quietly into the hands of his enemies.

Matthew 26:17-19, and Parallels

Meanwhile, on Thursday, Jesus arranged for thdaien of the passover in company with the
apostles. The passover feast commemorated theedielise of Israel from Egypt, especially the
passing over of Israel’s first-born when the fiosirn sons of the Egyptians were slain. The feast wa
opened on the evening of Nisan 14, Nisan beingiagmonth, and the first month of the Jewish year.
According to Jewish reckoning, the evening of Nigdrconstituted the beginning of Nisan 15.

Starting from that time, the feast continued foresedays, no unleavened bread being used withtn tha
period. The first and most solemn act of the wiietst was the eating of the paschal lamb on the
evening of Nisan 14.

This passover supper was celebrated by Jesus amgdstles on Thursday evening, Nisan 14. And the
feast was to be continued into the Christian eh& Jymbols were changed; bread and wine were to be
used instead of the paschal lamb. But the fundaaherganing of the feast remained the same; both
the passover and the Lord’s Supper had referenttestatoning death of Christ. The paschal lamb
prefigured the Lamb of God who was to die for tims ®f the world; the bread and wine also
symbolized the body of Christ broken for us andltu®d of Christ poured out for the remission of

our sins. Thus what the passover symbolized byafgyophecy is symbolized in the Lord’s Supper

by way of commemoration. And on that last eveningloord changed the symbols in order to suit the
new dispensation when, since the Lamb of God had been offered up, other sacrifices should be no
more.

Matthew 26:20-35, and Parallels

Jesus gathered with his apostles for the feast ipper room. Matt. 26:20, and parallels. Then,
lamentably enough, there was a strife among thetlgsoas to who should be the greatest. Luke 22
:24-30. As a rebuke of all such inordinate ambgionr Lord gave an example of humility by washing
the feet of his disciples. John 13:1-20. The tradadas Iscariot, then left the apostolic compdohn
13:21-35, and parallels, and the Lord’s Supperwnsiguted. | Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-29, and
parallels. Then the denial of Peter was foretoédote the cock should crow twice Peter would deny
his Lord three times.



John, Chapters 14 to 17

Then followed some of the most precious teachingesiis - teaching which is preserved only in the
Gospel According to John. Chs. 14 to 17. Our Lquake of the mission which he had come into the
world to fulfill and of the mission which his aptest were to fulfill through the power of the Holy
Spirit. The meaning of Jesus’ redeeming work cowtfully be explained until it had been
accomplished. And it was to be explained by theyFRpirit speaking through the apostles.

Matthew 26:36-46, and Parallels

After they had sung a hymn, our Lord went out it eleven to the Garden of Gethsemane, outside
of Jerusalem, on the slopes of the Mount of Oliléatt. 26: 36—46, and parallels.

There he sought strength in prayer for the appiogdmour wherwasto bear the penalty of our sins.
The disciples were no help to him in his agonygPahd James and John slept while he prayed. But
God the Father heard his prayer.

Matthew 26:47 to 27:1

Soon the traitor came with the Temple guard, asdsleas arrested, Matt. 26 : 47—56, and parallels.
On the same evening there was an informal heafitigedPrisoner in the house of Annas, the father-
in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest. Matt. 26:58, 69—75, and parallels.

Meanwhile Peter and “another disciple,” who waginabt John the son of Zebedee, the writer of the
Fourth Gospel, had entered into the house. Thdes Benied his Lord.

The next morning there was a more formal meetingp@fSanhedrin, the highest court of the Jews.
Luke 22:66-71, and parallels. This meeting wasnidégl to confirm the results of the informal hearing
in the house of Annas. But both meetings werelitibre than a form. The court had really decided
the question beforehand; it had determined to hiegys by any means, lawful or otherwise, to his
death. When faced by his enemies, our Lord declaliadly that he was the Messiah, the Son of God.
That answer was enough to satisfy the accuserss 9&ss judged guilty of blasphemy.

Matthew 27: 2-56, and Parallels

But the Sanhedrin did not possess the power oélifit death. Before Jesus could be executed,
therefore, the findings of the Sanhedrin had teddirmed by Pilate, the Roman procurator. And at
first Pilate was recalcitrant to the Jews’ demam@sywas not able to find in Jesus any cause o~ death
John 18 : 28—38, and parallels. In his perplex@ijate sent the prisoner to be examined by Herod
Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee, who was at theetin Jerusalem. Luke 23 : 6—12. But this hearing
also was without decisive result.

At last Pilate yielded, against his better judgmémthe importunity of the Jewish leaders andniael
shouts of the crowds, who had turned now agairsOthe whom formerly they had honored. Matt.
27:15—30, and parallels. Pilate delivered Jesu® tipe will of the Jews. Before the execution,
however, the Prisoner was cruelly scourged and etbbly the Roman soldiers. Then when a last
effort of Pilate had failed to placate the wrathlefus enemies, John 19:4-16, our Lord was finally
taken out of the city to be crucified Luke 23:26-38d parallels.



The Prisoner at first was compelled to bear thesam which be was to be put to death, but when his
strength gave way a certain Simon of Cyrene wasspreinto service. A crowd of people from
Jerusalem followed the Prisoner, and especiallyraber of women who lamented. At last the place of
execution was reached. It was called “Golgothadarording to the Latin translation of the name,
“Calvary.” There they crucified our Lord. Matt. 233-56, and parallels.

With him Were crucified two thieves, of whom on@eated at the last hour, and received salvation. A
number of sayings which Jesus uttered on the en@ssecorded in the Gospels. At the moment of
death, he cried, “It is finished.” John 19 : 30eTheaning of that saying is plain. The work for ethi
our Lord came into the world at last was done. It of glory had died to wash away the sins of all
believers. The just penalty of sin had been bognthé One who knew no sin.
Questions on Chapter 12

1. Summarize the teaching of Jesus on the last evéwa@fuge the crucifixion.

2. What happened in Gethsemane?

3. Describe the trial of Jesus before the Sanheddrbafore Pilate.

4. Why did the Jewish leaders put Jesus to death?dihjesus consent to die?

5. Give an account of the crucifixion of our Lord.



Chapter 13: The Resurrection

The death of Christ was the greatest event thairlgifas ever seen. By that event the grace of God
triumphed over sin, and a lost world was redeemgdrt from Christ we all deserve eternal death. But
the Lord of glory, on Calvary, bore the guilt whioklonged to us, and made us children of God.

So great an event was accomplished without flateealenly trumpets or blazing of heavenly light.
To many, the death of Christ seemed to be merelgxiecution of a criminal. But there were not
wanting some strange phenomena which marked tlanges of the event. From twelve o’clock on
the day of the crucifixion there was darkness uhtiée o’clock, when Jesus died. Then the veihef t
Temple was rent, there was an earthquake, andgvese opened. Thus was nature made to
recognize the suffering and the triumph of her Lord

After Jesus had died, his side was pierced by ébtieecsoldiers whom Pilate had sent at the instance
of the Jews in order that those who had been oedcshould be killed and their bodies removed
before the Sabbath. From the body of Jesus themne cat blood and water. The event was witnessed
by John the son of Zebedee, writer of the Fourtbpggb John 19:31-42.

Matthew 27:57-66

Then, in the late afternoon of the same day Joséphimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus, removed
our Lord’s body from the cross and placed it ireawritomb. Mark 15:42-46, and parallels. Another
secret disciple, or half-disciple, Nicodemus, cais® to anoint the body. John 19:39. Certain women
also came to see where Jesus was laid. Luke Z36,5&nd parallels. The chief priests and Pharisees,
on the other hand, obtained a guard from Pilatejaizh the tomb, lest the disciples of Jesus should
steal the body of Jesus away and say that he &&a fiom the dead. Matt. 27:62-66.

Matthew 28:2-4, 11-15

The next day was Saturday, the Old Testament Sabba¢ friends of Jesus rested on that day. But
very early on Sunday morn the women started tadimd bearing spices in order to anoint the body.
But before they arrived, our Lord had already risem the dead. There had been an earthquake, an
angel had rolled away the stone from the sepul@met,our Lord himself had risen. At the sight @& th
angel, the soldiers of the guard, in their feagcdime as dead men.” Matt. 28:2-4. All that theyidtcou
do was to report the event to the chief priests tdmb sent them. Vs.11-15

Matthew 28:1, and Parallels; John 20:2; Matthew 28&-10, and Parallels

Then the women arrived at the tomb, and found ptgnMatt. 28:1, and parallels. One of them, Mary
Magdalene, went back to tell Peter and John. JOtih Zhe others remained at the tomb and there saw
two angels who announced to them that Jesus waasfrism the dead. On their way back to the city
Jesus himself met them, and they fell down, gragyeeet, and worshiped him Matt. 28:5-10, and
parallels.

John 20:3-18

Meanwhile, at the message of Mary Magdalene, ReterJohn ran to the tomb, found it empty, and
believed that Jesus really was risen. John 20:BaOMary Magdalene, after they had gone, stood



weeping at the tomb; she supposed that some on@keaa the body of her Lord away. Then Jesus
himself came to her, her sorrow was changed intpognd she joined her voice to that other women
who told the disciples of the glad event. Vs. 11-18

| Corinthians 15:5; Luke 24:13-49; John 20: 19-23

Thus far, Jesus himself had been seen only by timen. But now he appeared to Peter, | Cor. 15:5;
Luke 24:34, and to two of the disciples who weréking to the village of Emmaus. At first. the two
disciples did not know him; but they recognized latfEmmaus when he broke the bread. Then, on the
evening of the same Sunday he appeared to thdepostlerusalem. | Cor. 15:5; Luke 24:36-49; John
20:19-23. All doubts were removed when he themntbends in his hands and his side, and partook of
food in their presence. Then he interpreted th@&res to them had done to the two disciples en th
walk to Emmaus, showing themthat it was necessatythe Messiah should suffer. Finally he
breathed upon them, and said, “Receive ye the Bpiit.”

John 20:24-29

Thomas, one of the apostles, who had been absanttfris meeting with the risen Lord, refused to
believe at the mere word of the others. Jesus desgjtgraciously with the doubting disciple. Again,
one week later, he came to the apostles, the dboine room being shut, and presented to Thomas his
hands and his side. All doubts now melted awahéjoy of meeting with the risen Lord. Thomas
answered and said unto him, “My Lord and my Godlin)20:24-29

John 21:1-24; | Corinthians 15:6; Matthew 28: 16-20

The apostles then went back to Galilee in accomanth Jesus’ command, and in Galilee also Jesus
appeared to them. First he appeared to seven dighgples on the shores of the Sea of Gallilee.
Among the seven was John the son of Zebedee, whgiten an account of the event in his Gospel.
John 21:1-24. Then there was a great appearard@so$ on a mountain. At that time, apparently, not
only the eleven apostles were present, but algohundred other disciples. | Cor 15:6; Matt. 28206-
On the mountain Jesus instituted the sacramerdifdm, and gave his disciples the Great
Commission to make disciples of all nations. Thecexion of that commission has sometimes been
attended with discouragements. But the risen Loodhgsed always to be with his Church.

| Corinthians 15:7; Acts 1: 1-11

After the appearances in Galilee, the apostlesrretlito Jerusalem. It was no doubt in Jerusaleim tha
Jesus appeared to James, his own brother, | CoyWho during the earthly ministry had not believed
on him. Other appearances also occurred therenébo more of these appearances Jesus

commanded the apostles to wait in Jerusalem tin&iHoly Spirit should come upon them. Then, said
Jesus, they were to be witnesses of him “bothrinsdem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:8. Finallyrtjodays after the resurrection, Jesus led hisples

out to the Mount of Olives, on the way to Bethaauyd there he was taken from them in a cloud into
heaven. The disciples were saddened and bewildhgréte departure of their Lord. But their sadness
was soon turned to joy. “Two men stood by them lnitevapparel; who also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye looking into heaven? This Jesus, w® neceived up from you into heaven, shall so



come in like manner as ye beheld him going intoread Acts 1:10,11 The disciples went then into
the city, where they were constantly in the Temptajsing God.

Questions for Chapter 13.

1.

2.

3.

Describe the burial of Jesus. How long did his bt in tomb?

Enumerate the persons who saw the empty tomb.

Enumerate, so far as the facts are known, the pgmgbo Jesus after the resurrection.
In what books of the New Testament are the faatsiiathe resurrection mentioned?
What is the importance of the resurrection of Jésusur Christian faith?

Describe the change which the resurrection producéte early disciples of Jesus.



Chapter 14: The Beginnings of the Christian Church

The Christian Church is founded on the fact ofrdsurrection of Jesus; if that fact had not ocalurre
there would be no Church today. The disciples sfid®f Nazareth were evidently far inferior to him

in spiritual discernment and in courage. Evidettilgy could not hope to succeed if he had failedl An
with his death what little strength they may haae before was utterly destroyed. In the hour of his
trial they had deserted him in cowardly flight. Amtien he was taken from them by a shameful death,
they were in despair. Never did a movement seelne tmore hopelessly dead.

But then the surprising thing occurred. Those san@k, discouraged men began, in a few days, in
Jerusalem, the very scene . their disgrace, dwsgdimovement the like of which the world has never
seen. What produced the wonderful change? Whatrtdradformed those weak, discouraged men into
the spiritual conquerors of the world?

The answer of those men themselves was plain. Tespair, they said, gave way to triumphant joy
because the Lord Jesus had risen from the deadyesmadise they were convinced of his resurrection
by the empty tomb and by the appearances of Jasiseli No other real explanation has yet been
discovered to account for the sudden transformatfdhe despair of the disciples into triumphamnt jo
The very existence of the Christian Church itdbkérefore, is the strongest testimony to the
resurrection; for without the resurrection the Gucould never have come into being.

Acts 1:12-26

After the ascension of Jesus, which was studie¢ddnast lesson, the apostles returned to Jerusalem
and obeyed the command of Jesus by waiting focangng of the Holy Spirit. But the period of
waiting was not a period of idleness; it was spentthe contrary, in praising God and in prayereOn
definite action was taken - the place of Judastrditor, who had killed himself in his remorse,sva
filled by the choice of Matthias. Acts1:15-26. Aat time, certain women and a number of other
disciples were gathered together with the aposti@king a total of about one hundred and twenty
persons. It was upon that little company of praydisgiples, or rather upon the promise of Jesughwhi
had been made to them, that the hope of the wakibased.

Acts, Chapter 2

At last, at the feast of Pentecost, fifty daysratte passover, the promise of Jesus was fulfitle;

Holy Spirit came upon the disciples to fit them floe evangelization of the world. Acts 2:1-13. They
were all together in one place; there was a sosraf a rushing, mighty wind; cloven tongues, like
tongues of fire, sat upon each one of them; theyg Wiked with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak
with other languages as the Spirit gave them utterawWhen the crowd came together to see the
wonderful thing that had happened, Peter preadielirst sermon of the Christian Church. Vs. 14-36.
At the preaching of Peter three thousand persons egnverted; the campaign of world conquest had
begun. Vs. 37-42.

The campaign from the beginning was a campaignitoiessing, in accordance with Jesus’ command.
Acts 1:8. The Christian Church was to conquer tbddy not by exhorting men to live a certain kind
of life, but by bringing them a piece of news. T3 of God, said the Christian missionaries, died o
the cross and then rose again. That was the gowsl that conquered the world. Christianity from the
beginning was a way of life, but it was a way & iounded upon a piece of news, a way of life



founded upon historical facts. The meaning of #wd was not revealed all at once, but it was
revealed in part from the very beginning, and tgiewut the Apostolic Age the revelation came in
greater and greater fullness, especially throughrtstrumentality of Paul.

The life of the Early Church in Jerusalem was imeaespects like that of the Jews. The disciples
continued to observe the Jewish fasts and feadtsvare constantly in the Temple. But a new joy
animated the company of believers. Their Lord waeed taken from them for a time, and they did
not know when he would return, but meanwhile he prasent with them through his Spirit, and
already he had saved them from their sins.

Even in external observances the believers wetmgisshable from the rest of the Jews. Entrance
into their company was marked by the sacramenapfibm, which signified the washing away of sin;
and their continued fellowship with one another wiith the risen Lord found expression in the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, which commemortiteétoning death of Jesus. There were also
meals. And those who had property devoted it, purly voluntary way, to the needs of their poorer
brethren. The disciples attended diligently, moezpto the teaching of the apostles, and engaged
constantly in prayer.

Acts, Chapter 3

The preaching of the apostles in Jerusalem wa®atithted by miracles. One notable miracle is
narrated in detail in the book of The Acts. ChA8.Peter and John were going up into the Temple at
the hour of prayer, they healed a lame beggar,wd®in the habit of sitting at the gate. The meacl
was the means of bringing to the people somethatigibthan bodily healing; for when the crowd
came together in wonder at the healing of the laram, Peter proclaimed to them the good news of
the salvation which Jesus had wrought.

Acts, Chapter 4
The Sadducees, the ruling class, being incenssacata proclamation, laid hands upon the two
apostles, and brought them before the Sanhedris. Ag&-22. But even when Peter boldly announced
to them that the name of that Jesus whom they batbgleath was the only name which could bring
salvation to men, they were unable to do more tham the recalcitrant preachers. A notable miracle
had been wrought, and they could not deny it. WiPeter and John came again to the company of
believers, all the company united in a gloriousypraof praise. The answer to the prayer was plainly
given. “The place was shaken wherein they wereggathtogether, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God withdoess.”
Questions on Chapter 14

1. Show how the Christian Church is founded upon #ut 6f the resurrection.

2. Describe the choice of Matthias.

3. Who were gathered together in the “upper room’erudalem?

4. Describe the coming of the Spirit on the Day ofteeast.



5. Was the speaking with other tongues on the Dayeatdtost the same as the gift of tongues
described in the First Epistle to the Corinthialis®t, what was the difference?

6. Why were the Sadducees opposed to the preachifgtef and John?



Chapter 15: The First Persecution
Acts 5:1-11

The life of the early Jerusalem church was fulhdfoly joy. But even in those first glorious dalys t
Church had to battle against sin, and not all o¢hwho desired to join themselves to the disciples
were of true Christian life. One terrible judgmentGod was inflicted in order to preserve the puot
the Church. Acts 5:1-11.

A certain Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, had smlgossession, in accordance with the custom of
those early days, and had laid part of the pridhetpostles’ feet that it might be distributedhe
poorer disciples. Part of the price was withheid] get Ananias and his wife pretended to have given
all. Ananias was not required to sell his fieldf@give all of the price after he had sold it. KHis was
the sin of deceit. He had lied to the Holy Spifierrible was the judgement of God; Ananias and
Sapphira were stricken down dead, and great feae egoon all who heard.

Acts 5:12-42

The apostles and the Church enjoyed the favoreop#ople - a favor which was mingled with awe.
Many miracles were wrought by the apostles; mudgsiof sick people were brought to be healed.

But the Sadducees made another attempt to pupdstbhe dangerous movement. Acts 5:17-42. They
laid hands upon all the apostles, as they hachimdis upon two of them once before, and put thém al
in prison. But in the night the apostles were redebby an angel of the Lord, and at once, in olbedie
to the angel'’s command, went and taught boldiyhentemple. When they were arrested Peter said
simply, “We must obey God rather than men. The Jadwom you slew has been raised up by God as
a Prince and a Saviour and we are witnesses & thexys and so is the Holy Spirit.” vs29-32, in
substance. It was a bold answer, and the Sanheddnncensed. But Gamaliel, a Pharisee, one of the
most noted of the Jewish teachers, advocated eypafiwatchful waiting. If the movement were of
God, he said, there was no use in fighting itt Wteére of men it would fail of itself as other M&ssc
movements had failed. The cautious policy prevasgedar as any attempt at inflicting the death
penalty was concerned. But the apostles beforewvieeg released were scourged. The suffering and
shame did not prevent their preaching. They regbtbat they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for the name of Jesus.

AcCts 6:1-6

The early Jerusalem church was composed partlyafaAic-speaking Jews who had always lived in
Palestine, and partly of Greek-speaking Jews whe wennected with the Judaism of the Dispersion.
The latter class murmured because their widows wegdected in the daily ministrations. In orderttha
the matter might be attended to without turningapestles aside from their work of teaching and
preaching, seven men were chosen to preside oweligtribution of help to the needy members of the
church. Acts 6:1-6. But these seven were no meusifiess men.” They were “full of the Spirit and of
wisdom,” and at least two of them became promipesaching of the gospel.

Acts 6:7 to 8:3



One of these two was Stephen, a “man full of faid of the Holy Spirit.” Stephen “wrought great
wonders and signs among the people,” and also Ipeedn the synagogues which were attended by
certain of the Greek-speaking Jews residing atsdéem. By his preaching he stirred up opposition.
And the opposition was of a new kind. Up to thatdithe objection to the Early Church had come,
principally at least, from the Sadducees. But thedbicees were a worldly aristocracy, out of touch
with the masses of the people, and in their effagiinst the Church they had been checked again and
again by the popular favor which the disciplesesuk enjoyed.

Now, however, that popular favor began to wanbettame evident that although the disciples
continued to observe the Jewish fasts and fe&ls,dgreaching really meant the beginning of a new
era. The people were not ready for such a chamgeespecially the leaders of the people, the
Pharisees, who, since the crucifixion of Jesus,d&asvn no persecuting zeal, came out in active
opposition.

The result was at once evident. Stephen was adremte was charged with revolutionary teaching
about the Temple. The charge was false; Stephenatisay that the Temple worship should then and
there be abandoned by the disciples of Jesus.@dichproclaim the beginning of a new era, and the
presence, in the person of one greater than M8sgsfter a great and bold speech of Stephen, ke wa
hurried out of the city and stoned. As Stephen stased, he called on Jesus, saying, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit,” and then kneeling down he pohaf@ forgiveness of his enemies: “Lord, lay not

this sin to their charge.” Acts 6:8 to 8:3.

Thus died the first Christian martyr. The Greek a@vtmartyr” means “witness.” Others had witnessed
to the saving work of Christ by their words; Stepmew witnessed also by his death.

When Stephen was stoned, the witnesses had laa tfarments at the feet of a young man named
Saul.” Saul was to become the teacher of the ¥ditich then he laid waste. But meanwhile he was a
leader in a great persecution.

The persecution scattered the disciples far ané Wwam Jerusalem, though the apostles remained. But
this scattering resulted only in the wider sprebthe gospel. Everywhere they went the persecuted
disciples proclaimed the faith for which they sudig. Thus the very rage of the enemies was an
instrument in God’s hand for bringing the good n@ivsalvation to the wide world.

Acts 8:4-40

Among those who were scattered abroad by the pgiseavas Philip, one of the seven men who had
been appointed to care for the ministration togber. This Philip, who is called “the evangelisy”
distinguish him from the apostle of the same namsat to Samaria, and preached to the Samaritans. It
was a step on the way towards a Gentile missidrtheuSamaritans themselves were not Gentiles but
half-Jews. When the apostles at Jerusalem hedhea afork of Philip, they sent Peter and John from
among their own number, and through Peter and tleh8amaritans received special manifestation of
the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:4-25. Then Philip went talesert road leading from Jerusalem to Gaza. There
he preached the gospel to an Ethiopian treasuber despite his employment in a foreign country may
have been of Jewish descent. Vs. 26-40. Yet thechieg to him was another preparation for the
spread of the gospel into the Gentile world.

Questions for Chapter 15



What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira? Waselled of the needy in the early Jerusalem
church what is now called communism or socialisfnit, why not?

What was the fundamental difference between thefitsbimprisonments of apostles in
Jerusalem, and the persecution which began witmtrégyrdom of Stephen? Why was the
latter more serious?

Outline the speech of Stephen.

Describe the progress of the gospel in Samaria.



Chapter 16: The Conversion of Paul

The work of the Early Church was at first carriedamly among the Jews. The Lord Jesus, it is true,
had commanded the apostles to make disciples tifeahations, but he had not made it perfectlynplai
when the Gentile work should begin, or on what tethe Gentiles should be received. Conceivably,
therefore, the early disciples might have thoughtight be the will of God that all Israel shouicst

be evangelized before the gospel should be brdaoghe other nations; and conceivably also the men
of the other nations, when they finally should ree¢he gospel, might be required to unite theneselv
with the people of Israel and keep the Mosaic Law.

The guidance of the Holy Spirit was required, thenes before the gospel should be offered freely to
Gentiles without requiring them to become Jews.tBat guidance, in God’s good time, was plainly
and gloriously given.

One of the most important steps in the prepardtothe Gentile mission was the calling of a leader
And the leader whom God called was one upon whomamuchoice never would have rested; for the
chosen leader was none other than Saul, the lsittenemy of the Church.

Saul, whose Roman name was Paul, was born at Tarsestre of Greek culture, and the chief city of
Cilicia, the coast country in the southeastern paAsia Minor, near the northeastern corner of the
Mediterranean Sea. In Tarsus the family of Pauwtgdd by no means to the humblest of the
population, for Paul’s father and then Paul himpeEsessed Roman citizenship, which in the
provinces of the empire was a highly prized priygossessed only by a few. Thus by birth in a
Greek university city and by possession of Romérasiship Paul was connected with the life of the
Gentile world. Such connection was not without imt@oce for his future service as apostle to the
Gentiles.

Far more important, however, was the Jewish eleimdmt preparation. Although Paul no doubt
spoke Greek in childhood, he also in childhood spakamaic, the language of Palestine, and his
family regarded themselves as being in spirit JefiRalestine rather than of the Dispersion, Aramaic
speaking Jews rather than Greek-speaking Jewsrémsh rather than “Hellenists.” Both in Tarsus
and in Jerusalem, moreover, Paul was brought theistrictest sect of the Pharisees. Thus desigite h
birth in a Gentile city, Paul was not a “liberal\dehe was not inclined to break down the sepamatio
between Jews and Gentiles, or relax the strictireauents of the Mosaic Law. On the contrary, his
zeal for the Law went beyond that of many of histemporaries. The fact is of enormous importance
for the understanding of Paul’s gospel; for Pagfspel of justification by faith is based not uolax
interpretation of the law of God, but on a strigerpretation. Only, according to that gospel, &thri
has paid the penalty of the law once for all ondtuss. According to Paul, it is because the full
penalty of the law has been paid and not at abhbse the law is to be taken lightly, that the Gians

is free from the law.

Acts 9:1-19, and Parallels

Early in life Paul went to Jerusalem, to receia@ning under Gamaliel, the famous Pharisaic teacher
And in Jerusalem, when he had still not reachedilmidge, he engaged bitterly in persecution of the
Church. He was filled with horror at a blasphemsesst that proclaimed a crucified malefactor to be
the promised King of Israel, and that tended, geshto break down the permanent significance of the
law. It is a great mistake to suppose that beferavéis converted Paul was gradually getting nearer t



Christianity. On contrary, he was if anything gegtfurther away, and it was while he was on a mad
persecuting expedition that his conversion finalbgurred.

The conversion of Paul was different in one impartaspect from the conversion of ordinary
Christians. Ordinary Christians, like Paul, arevarted by the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Uss
But in the case of ordinary Christians human iments are used - the preaching of the gospel, or
godly parents, or the like. In the case of Paulthenother hand, no such instrument was usedhbut t
Lord Jesus himself appeared to Paul and broughthengospel. Paul himself says in one of his
Epistles that he saw the Lord. | Cor. 9:1; 15:8vds that fact which made Paul, unlike ordinary
Christians, but like Peter and the other apostiesictual eyewitness to the resurrection of Christ.

A wonderful thing, moreover, was the way in whi@sus appeared to Paul. He might naturally have
appeared to him in anger, to condemn him for theqmeition of the Church. Instead he appeared in
love, to receive him into fellowship and to maketihe greatest of the apostles. That was gracee- pu
grace, pure undeserved favour. It is always a matteure grace when a man is saved by the Lord
Jesus, but in the case of Paul, the persecutogréoe was wonderfully plain. Paul never forgot tha
grace of Christ; he never hated anything so mud¢heathought that a man can be saved by his own
good works, or his own character, or his own ohetkedo God’'s commands. The gospel of Paul is a
proclamation of the grace of God.

Paul saw the Lord on the road to Damascus, whebatideen intending to persecute the Church.

Acts 9:1-19, and parallels. As he was nearing itye suddenly at midday a bright light shone around
him above the brightness of the sun. Those whorapaaied him remained speechless, seeing the

light but not distinguishing the person, hearirgpand, but not distinguishing the words. Paul,ien t
other hand, saw the Lord Jesus and listened to Jdsais said. Then, at the command of Jesus, he went
into Damascus. For three days he was blind, thezived his sight through the ministrations of

Ananias, an otherwise unknown disciple, and wasitegh Then proceeded to labor for the Lord by
whom he had been saved.

Soon, however, he went away for a time into Ara@al. 1 : 17. It is not known how far the journey
took him or how long it lasted, except that it éabtess than three years. Nothing is said, in e N
Testament, moreover, about what Paul did in AraBidi.even if he engaged in missionary preaching,
he also meditated on the great thing that God loae dor him; and certainly he prayed.

Questions on Chapter 16

1. Where was Paul born? Find the place on a map. ¥dmaof city was it?

2. What is known about Paul’s boyhood home, and abisutducation? In what books of the
New Testament is the information given?

3. Why did Paul persecute the Church?

4. Describe in detail what the book of The Acts saysud the conversion of Paul. Where does
Paul mention the conversion in his Epistles?

5. How did the conversion of Paul differ from the cersion of an ordinary Christian? In what
particulars was it like the conversion of an ordyn@hristian?



6. What did Paul do after the conversion?



Chapter 17 : The Gospel Given to the Gentiles

Saul of Tarsus was not only converted directlyh®yltord Jesus; he was also called just as diregtly
Jesus to be an apostle, and especially an apogtie Gentiles. But other instruments were alsal use
in the beginning of the Gentile mission. Even Petdrose work continued for a number of years
afterwards to be chiefly among the Jews, was letheyHoly Spirit to take a notable step in the
offering of the gospel freely to the whole world.

Acts 9:31-43

During the period of peace which followed after gegsecution at the time of the death of Stephen,
Peter went down to labor in the coastal plain dégtmne. Acts 9:31-43. At Lydda he healed a lame
man, Aeneas; at Joppa, on the coast, he raise@®bom the dead. And it was at Joppa that he
received the guidance of the Holy Spirit as torgmeption of Gentiles into the Church. Ch. 10.

Acts, Chapter 10

At midday Peter went up upon the flat housetopr&y pThere he fell into a trance, and saw a vessel
like a great sheet let down from heaven, andatl kinds of animals which it was forbidden in the
Mosaic Law to use for food. A voice came to himis® Peter; kill and eat. But Peter said, Not so,
Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is comrand unclean. And a voice came unto him again
the second time, What God hath cleansed, makéaotdommon. And this was done thrice: and
straightway the vessel was received up into heaven.

The meaning of this vision was soon made plain.ofnBn officer; Cornelius, a devout Gentile, living
at Caesarea, which was a seaport about thirty ifd&ilometres) north of Joppa, had been
commanded in a vision to send for Peter. The mgsssrof Cornelius arrived at Peter’s house just
after Peter’s vision was over. The Holy Spirit coamded Peter to go with them. Arriving at Caesarea,
the apostle went into the house where Corneliushanttiends were assembled, and there proclaimed
to them the gospel of the Lord Jesus. While hestilspeaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those
who were present, upon the Gentiles as well as thmdews. Then said Peter, “Can any man forbid
the water, that these should not be baptized, valve heceived the Holy Spirit as well as we?” So the
Gentiles were baptized.

A very important step had been taken. Cornelius,titue, was a “God-fearer” - that is, he belontged
the class of Gentiles frequently mentioned in thekbof The Acts who worshiped the God of Israel
and were friendly to the Jews. Nevertheless, hesithsutside the covenant people, and under tle o
dispensation he could not be received into covepaviteges until he united himself with the nation
by submitting himself to the whole Mosaic Law. Y®iw such restrictions were removed by the plain
guidance of the Spirit of God. Evidently an engireéw dispensation had begun.

Acts 11:1-18

At Jerusalem Peter’s strange action in receivingti®s into the Church without requiring them to
become Jews gave rise to some discussion. Acts1BL:But the apostles had no difficulty in
convincing the brethren of the necessity for wheahld done. The guidance of the Holy Spirit had
been perfectly plain. When the heard what Petek, Séiey held their peace, and glorified God. Then
to the Gentiles also hath God granted repentanioelife.”



The freedom of the Gentiles had not yet, howewgly been revealed. For a time the case of Corgaeliu
seems to have been regarded as exceptional. TlyeSpoit had plainly commanded Peter to receive
Cornelius and his friends without requiring thenb&united to the people of Israel, but perhaps
similar definite guidance was required before atlemuld be received. The underlying reason for
Gentile freedom, in other words, had not yet fli&en revealed. The revelation, however, was not
long delayed; it came especially through the AgoBtul. But meanwhile Paul was being prepared for
his work.

Acts 9: 19-30, and Parallels

After the journey to Arabia, which was mentionedhat end of Chapter 16, Paul returned to Damascus,
and preached to the Jews, endeavouring to contiiece that Jesus was really the Messiah.

His preaching aroused opposition, and the Jewh, twé help of an officer of King Aretas of Arabia,
had tried to kill him. But the brethren lowered hiwer the city wall in a basket, and so he escaped
Jerusalem, Acts 9:23-25; 1l Cor 11:31-33, wherelégred to become acquainted with Peter. No doubt
he then talked with Peter especially about the sveiithe earthly ministry of Jesus and the
appearances fo the risen Christ. He also engage@aching to the Greek-speaking Jews. But when
these Greek-speaking Jews sought to Kill him, tie¢hben sent him away to Tarsus. He was unwilling
to go, being desirous of repairing the harm whiethlad done to the church at Jerusalem; but a tkefini
command of the Lord Jesus sent him now forth tacthentry of the Gentiles. Acts 9:26-30; 22: 17-21;
Gal. 1:18-24. He labored in or near Tarsus, preactiie faith which formerly he had laid waste.

Acts 11:19-26

Meanwhile an important new step in the progregb@igospel into the Gentile world was taken at
Antioch. Acts 11:19-26. Antioch, the capital of tReman province of Syria, was situated on the
Orontes River, near the northeastern corner oMbeéiterranean Sea. It was the third greatest dity o
the empire, ranking immediately after Rome and Atekia. And among the great Gentile cities was
the first which was encountered on the march ofythepel out from Jerusalem to the conquest of the
world.

At Antioch, certain unnamed Jews of Cyprus and @gyevho had been scattered from Jerusalem by
the persecution at the time of Stephen’s deatlk, tio® important step of preaching the word of God t
the Gentiles. Before, they had spoken only to J&ere they spoke also to the Gentiles. Gentileg wer
received no longer merely in isolated cases likecdise of Cornelius, but in large numbers. To
investigate what had happened, Barnabas, an hdaaredmber of the early Jerusalem church, Acts
4:36, 37, was sent from Jerusalem to Antioch. Baaieat once recognized the hand of God, and sent
to Tarsus to seek Paul. He and Paul then labonendaintly in the Antioch church. At Antioch the
disciples of Jesus were first called “Christiansio-doubt by the Gentile population of the cityeTh
fact is not unimportant. It shows that even outsidead come to see that the Christian Church was
something distinct from Judaism. A distinct namd bame to be required.

Questions on Chapter 17
1. Describe the conversion of Cornelius in detail. YWihias the importance of the event?

2. What was the meaning of Peter’s vision on the hioysat Joppa?



What important step was taken at Antioch?
Trace the part of Barnabas in furthering the wdrRaul.

. Show how every successive step in the offeringnefgospel to the Gentiles was taken under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.



Chapter 18 : The First Missionary Journey and the Avostolic Council
Acts 11:27 to 12:25

After a time of rapid growth in the Antioch chur@prophet, Agabus by name, came down from
Jerusalem and prophesied a famine. The disciptesndimed to send relief to their brethren in
Jerusalem. This they did by the instrumentalitBafnabas and Paul. Acts 11:27-30.

Meanwhile the Jerusalem church had been suffeengwed persecution under Herod Agrippa I, who,
as a vassal of Rome, ruled over all Palestine #0m 41 to 44. James the son of Zebedee, one of the
apostles, had been put to death, and Peter hapegsoaly by a wonderful interposition of God, Acts,
ch. 12.

Acts, Chapters 13, 14

After Barnabas and Paul had returned to Antiochftoeir labor of love in Jerusalem, they were sent
out, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, upanission to the Gentiles, which is called the first
missionary journey. Acts, chs. 13, 14. This misaigrjourney led first through the island of Cyprus,
then, by way of Perga in Pamphylia to Psidian Asttion the central plateau of Asia Minor.

At Psidian Antioch, as regularly in the cities thatvisited, Paul entered first into the synagogue.
accordance with the liberal Jewish custom of tlagt the was given opportunity to speak, as a vipitin
teacher. The congregation was composed not onlgws$ but also of Gentiles who had become
interested in the God of Israel and in the loftyratity of the Old Testament without definitely ung
themselves with the people of Israel - the clagseo$ons who are called in the book of The Actsyth
that feared God” or the like. These “God-fearewistituted a picked audience; they were just the
Gentiles who were most apt to be won by the newagirieg, because in their case much of the
preliminary instruction had been given. But the g¢émemselves, at Pisidian Antioch as well as
elsewhere, were jealous of the new mission to theti®s, which was proving so much more

successful than their own. Paul and Barnabas,frerevere obliged to give up the work in the
synagogue and address themselves directly to thel&population. So it happened very frequently in
the cities that Paul visited - at first he preacteedoth Jews and Gentiles in the synagogues,tend t
when the Jews drove him out he was obliged to preathe Gentiles only.

Being driven out of Pisidian Antioch by a perseentinstigated by the Jews, Paul and Barnabas went
to Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, which, with Pisid@antioch, were in the southern part of the great
Roman province Galatia, but not in Galatia propdrich lay farther to the north. Then, turning back
from Derbe, the missionaries revisited Lystra, laom and Pisidian Antioch, strengthening the
disciples and appointing elders; and then retutaelde church at Syrian Antioch from which the Holy
Spirit had sent them forth.

The Epistle of James

During the progress of the Antioch church and efrtission which had proceeded from it, the church
at Jerusalem had not been idle. At the head tdatdsJames, the brother of Jesus, who was notfone o
the twelve apostles and apparently during the amtimistry of Jesus had not been a believer, but
who had witnessed an appearance of the risen landes was apparently attached permanently to the



church at Jerusalem, while the Twelve engaged &etlyiin missionary work elsewhere. From this
James there has been preserved in the New Testartedtdr, The Epistle of James, which is
addressed “to the twelve tribes which are of thepBrsion.” This letter was written at an early time
perhaps at about the time of the first missionatyney of Paul. In the letter, James lays stress up
the high moral standard which ought to prevaihi@ Christian life, and he has sometimes been
regarded as an advocate of “works.” But this judginsdould not be misunderstood. The “works” of
which James is speaking are not works which abetput alongside of faith as one of the means by
which salvation is to be obtained; they are, onctbrarary, works which proceed from faith and show
that faith is true faith. James does not, thergfdeay the doctrine of justification by faith alori@nly

he insists that true faith always results in goadks. Paul meant exactly the same thing when he
spoke of “faith working through love.” Gal. 5:6.@nd James use some what different language, but
they mean the same thing. Faith, according to bbthem, involves receiving the power of God,
which then results in a life of loving service.



Acts 15:; 1-35; Galatians 2:1-10

The wonderful success of the first missionary jeyrof Paul and Barnabas caused great joy to the
Antioch church. But the joy was soon marred byaiarpersons, commonly called “Judaizers,” who
came down to Antioch from Jerusalem and said thk#ss the Gentile converts kept the Law of Moses
they could not be saved. The demand was directiyrary to the great principle of justification by

faith alone; it made salvation depend partly upoman merit. The entire life of the Church was in
danger. But Paul, guided by a revelation from Gladermined to comply with the wishes of the
brethren at Antioch by going up to Jerusalem wistirabas and certain others, in order to confer with
the leaders of the Jerusalem church. Paul dideed mny authorization from those leaders, for lte ha
been commissioned directly by Christ; nor did hechi® learn from them anything about the
principles of the gospel, for the gospel had coolein through direct revelation. But he did desre
receive from the Jerusalem leaders, to whom thaidens falsely appealed, some such public
pronouncement as would put the Judaizers cleatlyarwrong and so stop their ruination of the
Church’s work.

The conference resulted exactly as Paul desiretd. %c1-35; Gal 2:1-10. The Jerusalem leaders -
James, the brother of the Lord, Peter and Johadhef Zebedee - recognized that they had absplutel
nothing to add to the gospel of Paul, becausedwbken commissioned by Christ as truly and as
directly as the original Twelve. Joyfully therefpteey gave to Paul and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship.

God had worked for Paul among the Gentiles as asliie had worked for Peter among the Jews.
With regard to the propaganda of the Judaizers)eéhasalem church, after speeches by James and
Peter presenting the same view as the view of Bant,a letter to the Gentile Christians in Antioch
and Syria and Cilicia declaring them to be absglutee from the Mosaic Law as a means of
salvation, and directing them to refrain, out ofitgy regard for the Jews in the several citieanfro
certain things in the Gentile manner of life whiglre most abhorrent to Jewish feeling.

Such was the result of the “Apostolic Council,” ainitook place at about AD 49. It was a great
victory for the Gentile mission and for Paul, foestablished clearly the unity of all the apostieder

the guidance of the Holy Spirit. No wonder the ahuat Antioch rejoiced when the letter of the
Jerusalem church was read.

Questions on Chapter 18

1. Describe in detail the release of Peter from prisathe closing days of the reign of Herod
Agrippa I.

2. Enumerate the visits of Paul to Jerusalem whiclelmeen studied so far.

3. What happened, on the first missionary journeyaihos? at Perga? at Pisidian Antioch? at
Lystra?



4. Describe the Apostolic Council in detail. What wlae meaning of the letter which was sent
out from the council?



Chapter 19 : The Second Missionary Journey

The Apostolic Council, which was studied in thet lasson, was an important step in the progress of
Christian liberty. By it the Judaizers were deghitrepudiated, and salvation was based upon faith
alone apart from the works of the law. But manycpical difficulties still remained to be solved.

Galatians 2:11-21

One such difficulty appeared at Antioch soon aftercouncil. Gal. 2 11—21. The council had
established the freedom of the Gentile Christiaosifthe Mosaic Law, but it had not been determined
that the Jewish Christians should give up the LNavdoubt the Jewish Christians were inwardly free
from the Law; they depended for their salvationatcdll upon their obedience to God’'s commands as
set forth in the Law of Moses, but simply and spolgbon the saving work of Christ accepted by faith.
But so far as had yet been revealed, it might deabéy be the will of God that they should still
maintain their connection with Israel by observihg whole of the Law including even its ceremonial
requirements. In order however, that the ceremaagiirements of the Law might be observed, the
Jews had always been accustomed to avoid tablearoonship with Gentiles. What should be done,
therefore, in churches like the church at Antioghich were composed both of Jewish Christian and
of Gentile Christians? How could the Jewish Chaissiin such churches continue to observe the
ceremonial law, and still hold table companionshigh their Gentile brethren?

This question faced the apostle Peter on a visithwhe made to Antioch after the Apostolic Council.
At first he answered the question in the intereétsentile freedom; he allowed the unity of the raitu
to take precedence over the devotion of Jewishs@is to the ceremonial law. He held table
companionship, therefore, with the Gentile Chrisdigand he did so out of true conviction with regar
to the new Christian freedom. But when certain weeme to Antioch from James, Peter was afraid to
be seen transgressing the ceremonial law and smhiegvithdraw himself from table companionship
with his Gentile brethren.

Peter’s action, because of its inconsistency, egelaa the very life of the Church. Peter had given
the keeping of the ceremonial law in order to halde companionship with the Gentile Christians.
Then he had undertaken the keeping of the cerefamniaagain. Might not the Gentile Christians be
tempted to do the same thing, in order to prestie fellowship with the greatest of the original
apostles? But if the Gentile Christians should begikeep the ceremonial law, they could not fail t
think that the keeping of the ceremonial law wasaeow necessary to salvation. And so the
fundamental principle of Christianity — the prinigmf salvation by Christ apart alone from human
merit — would be given up. The danger was imminent.

God had raised up a man to fight the battle ofGharch. Absolutely regardless of personal
considerations, devoted solely to the truth, thestle Paul withstood Peter before the whole Church.
It is exceedingly important to observe that Padlrbt differ from Peter in principle; he differein

him only in practice. He said to Peter in effedtpli and | are quite agreed about the principle of
justification by faith alone; why, therefore, dowbelie your principles

by your conduct?” In the very act of condemningh&ctice of Peter, therefore, Paul commends his
principles; about the principles of the gospeltthe chief apostles were fully agreed. Undoubtedly
Peter was convinced by what Paul said; there wasenmanent disagreement, even about matters of
practice, between Peter and Paul. Thus did thet 8piGod guide and protect the Church.



Acts 15:36 to 18:22

Soon afterward Paul went forth from Antioch on‘flsecond missionary journey.” Acts 15:36 to
18:22. Journeying with Silas by the land route &li2 and to Lystra, where Timothy became his
associate, he then apparently went to Iconium asidién Antioch and then northward into Galatia
proper, that is “Galatia” in the older and narrowense of the term. Finally he went down to Traas,
seaport on the Aegean Sea. At Troas he must bewdjby Luke, the author of The Acts, since the
narrative in Acts here begins to be carried onhgyse of the first person, “we,” instead of “they”
thus showing that the author was present.

Setting sail from Troas, the apostolic company stame to Philippi in Macedonia, where an
important church was founded. At last Paul andsSiatare imprisoned, and although they were
released through divine interposition and by thmed thought of the city authorities, they were
requested by the authorities to leave the city.

Arriving at Thessalonica, Paul preached in the gggae, and founded an important church, chiefly
composed of Gentiles. But after a stay shorter Hahbeen intended, persecution instigated by the
Jews drove Paul out of the city. He went then tioefss, where he preached not merely in the
synagogue but also directly to the Gentile pasigiis-the market place.

At Corinth, the capital of the Roman province Aehambracing Greece proper, large numbers of
converts were won, and Paul spent about two yeateeicity. Not long after the beginning of this
Corinthian residence, he wrote the two ThessaloBfastles.

The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians

The First Epistle to the Thessalonians was wriishafter Paul had received his first news from th
Thessalonian church. He had been obliged to ledessalonica before he had intended. Would his
work in that city be permanent? Would the convestaain faithful to Christ? These were serious
guestions. The Thessalonian converts were livirthenmidst of a corrupt paganism, and Paul had not
had time to instruct them fully in the things ofr@h Every human probability was against the
maintenance of their Christian life. But at lastP@ceived his first news from Thessalonica. Amel t
news was good news. God was watching over hisrelmjdhe great wonder had been wrought; a true
Christian church had been founded at Thessalonica.

The letter which Paul wrote at such a time is veturally a simple, warm expression of gratitude to
God.

At the same time, in the letter, Paul comfortsThessalonians in view of the death of certain efrth
number, gives instruction about the second comir@hoist, and urges the converts to live a diligent
and orderly life.

The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians was wigey soon after the former Epistle. It reiterates
teaching of | Thessalonians, with correction ofiaunderstanding which had crept into the church
with regard to the second coming of Christ.

Questions on Chapter 19



What practical question arose at Antioch afterApestolic Council?

How did Paul show the agreement in principle betwaenself and Peter?

What was the inconsistency of Peter’s action? idlRecessarily condemn Jewish Christians

who continued to observe the ceremonial law? Whatiple was at stake at Antioch? What

does Paul in his Epistles say about Peter aftettithie? Was there any permanent

disagreement?

. Why did Paul separate from Barnabas at the begynmiithe second missionary journey? What
does Paul say afterwards about Barnabas? Wasahgmgermanent disagreement between

Paul and Barnabas or between Paul and Mark?

Describe what happened at Troas, Philippi, TheagapBerea, Athens, Corinth.

What was the occasion for the writing of | Theseaas? of Il Thessalonians?



Chapter 20 : The Third Missionary Journey.
The Epistle to the Galatians

This following selection has been extracted frojoiat work of J. Gresham Machen and James Oscar
Boyd entitled "A Brief Bible History: A Survey ohe Old and New Testaments" (The Westminster
Press, Philadelphia, 1922), now in the public domai

At Corinth, on the second missionary journey, tslmade charges the Roman proconsul Gallio
against Paul. But Gallio dismissed the charge®asearning only the Jewish Law. It was an important
decision. Judaism was tolerated in the Roman Emgie if Christianity was regarded as a variety of
Judaism it would be tolerated too. Such was usuladypractice of the Roman authorities in the very
early days; the Roman authorities often protedteddhristian missionaries against the Jews.

Finally leaving Corinth, Paul went by way of Ephgswhere he made only a brief stay, to Palestine
and then back to Syrian Antioch. Acts 15:23 to 31:1

After having spent some time at Syrian Antiochsteted out on his third missionary journey. Acts
18:23 to 21:15. First he went through Asia MinoEjghesus, apparently passing through Galatia
proper on his way. At Ephesus he spent about teas.

The Epistle to the Galatians

It was probably during this Ephesian residence Baatl wrote the Epistle to the Galatians; and
probably “the churches of Galatia” to which the $ia is addressed were churches in Galatia proper i
the northern part of the great Roman province @alanother view regards the Epistle as being
addressed to the well-known churches at Pisidiatmoah, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, which were in
the southern part of the Roman province. Whenuieis is adopted, the writing of the Epistle is
usually put at a somewhat earlier time in thedif@aul.

The occasion for the writing of the Epistle to (halatians can easily be discovered on the basiseof
letter itself. After Paul had left Galatia, certaither teachers had come into the country. These
teachers were men of the Jewish race, and thaysadly called “Judaizers.” What they taught can be
established fairly well on the basis of Paul’'s a@ste them. They agreed with Paul in believing that
Jesus was truly the Messiah, and that he had frisenthe dead. Apparently they had no objection to
Paul’s doctrine of the deity of Christ, and theyesgl, apparently, that faith in Christ is necessary
salvation. But they maintained that something slaéso necessary to salvation — namely, union with
the nation of Israel and the keeping of the Mosamw. The Judaizers, then, maintained that a man is
saved by faith and works; whereas Paul maintainatle man is saved by faith alone.

The Galatian Christians had been impressed by thkatudaizers had said. Already they had begun to
observe some of the Jewish fasts and feasts. Agydvikre on the point of taking the decisive step of
uniting themselves definitely with the people oBi and undertaking the observance of the Mosaic
Law. It was to keep them from taking that decisitep that Paul wrote the Epistle.

At first sight the question at issue might seerhawve little importance today. No one in the Church
nowadays is in danger of uniting himself with Idraeundertaking to keep the ceremonial law. If IPau
had treated the question in Galatia in a merelgtfma way, his letter would be of no value to Bst



as a matter of fact Paul did not treat the questiarmerely practical way; he treated it as a qoesif
principle. He saw clearly that what was really exglxred by the propaganda of the Judaizers was the
great principle of grace; and the true question wiasther salvation is to be earned partly by whah m
can do or whether it is an absolutely free gifGafd.

That question is just as important in the moderarCih as it was in Galatia in the first century. fiehe
are many in the modern Church who maintain thatasian is obtained by character, or by men’s own
obedience to the commands of Christ, or by men's aeceptance of Christ’s ideal of life. These are
the modern Judaizers. And the Epistle to the Galatis directed against them just as much as it was
directed against the Judaizers of long ago.

Paul refuted the Judaizers by establishing the mgant the cross of Christ. Salvation, he said, was
obtained simply and solely by what Christ did wihendied for the sins of believers. The curse of
God’s law, said Paul, rests justly upon all menabmen have sinned. That curse of the law brthgs
penalty of death. But the Lord Jesus, the eteraald@ God, took the penalty upon himself by dying
instead of us. We therefore go free.

Such is the gospel of Jesus Christ as preacheddly &hd as defended in the Epistle to the Galatian



That gospel, Paul said, is received by faith. Faitliot a meritorious act; it simply means acceptin
what Christ has done. It cannot be mingled witlappeal to human merit. Christ will do everything or
nothing. Either accept as a free gift what Chrés done, or else earn salvation by perfect obeéienc
The latter alternative is impossible because qgftbm former, therefore, alone can make a man right
with God.

But acceptance of the saving work of Christ meaagerthan salvation from guilt of sin; it means
more than a fresh start in God’s favor. It meass ahlvation from the power of sin. All men,
according to Paul, are dead in sin. Salvation,,than come only by a new creation, as Paul calts it
as it is called elsewhere in the New Testamengvalirth. That new creation is wrought by the sgvin
work of Christ, and applied by the Holy Spirit. Aafter the new creation has been wrought, theae is
new life on the basis of it. In the new life th&sestill a battle against sin. But the Christias ha
received a new power, the power of the Holy Spiitd when he yields himself to that new power, he
fulfills in its deepest import the law of God. Oriig fulfills it not by obedience in his own strelngd a
law which is outside of him, but by yielding to awer which God has placed in his heart. This new
fulfillment of the law on the part of Christiansvdat Paul mean when he speaks of “faith working
through love”; for love involves the fulfilment ¢fie whole law.

Such was the gospel of Paul as it is set forthénHpistle to the Galatians. Paul had receiveiif

the Lord Jesus Christ. Without it the Church iscddneed not be put in long words, but it must be
proclaimed without the slightest concession to huprade, if the Church is to be faithful to the

Saviour who died. We deserved eternal death; the lesus, because he loved us, died in our stead —
there is the heart and core of Christianity.

Questions on Chapter 20.

1. Describe Paul’s first visit to Corinth.Where diduPgo at the beginning of the third missionary
journey?

2. What was the occasion for the writing of the Epistl the Galatians
3. What great principle is defended in the Epistle?

4. What is the meaning of the death of Christ?

5. What is the meaning of “justification by faith™?

6. Give an outline of the Epistle, showing the thresag divisions.

7. Why does Paul give, in the first part of the Epist review of certain facts in his life?



Chapter 21 : The Third Missionary Journey.
The Epistles to Corinthians and to the Romans

Another Epistle, in addition to the Epistle to thalatians, was written by Paul at Ephesus on ting th
missionary journey. This was the First Epistlelte €Corinthians.

The First Epistle to the Corinthians

| Corinthians, the details of congregational life enore fully discussed than in any other of the
Epistles of Paul. Paul had received informationudltoe Corinthian church partly through what was
said by the “household of Chloe,” who had come pbésus from Corinth, and partly by a letter which
the Corinthian church had written. The informatwas not all of a favorable character. In Corinth, a
Christian church was in deadly battle with paganisnpaganism in thought and paganism in life. But
that battle was fought to a victorious conclusibingugh the guidance of an inspired apostle, and
through the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts ofibeérs.

First Paul dealt in his letter with the partieghe Corinthian church. The Corinthian Christiansene
the habit of saying, “I am of Paul; and | of Apaj@and | of Cephas; and | of Christ,” | Cor 1: 1ty
seem to have been more interested in the partifardarin which the gospel message was delivered
than in the message itself. Paul treated the suipjecgrand and lofty way. The party spirit in @i
was merely one manifestation of intellectual prigdereply, the apostle directed his readers tdrine
wisdom. And if you would possess that wisdom, hd,ggve up your quarreling and give up your
pride.

Then there was gross sin to be dealt with, andtaindordly indifference to moral purity. In reply
Paul pointed to the true moral implications of fuspel, and to the law of love which sometimesnas
Paul’'s own case, causes a Christian man to givevep privileges which might be his by right.

In Chs. 12 to 14 of the Epistle, Paul dealt with supernatural gifts of the Spirit, such as proplsew
speaking with tongues. These gifts were not coetirafter the Apostolic Age. But it is important for
us to know about them, and the principles whichl Baed in dealing with them are of permanent
validity. The greatest principle was the principfdove. It is in connection with the question dftg

of the Spirit that Paul wrote his wonderful hymroabChristian love. Ch 13

Paganism of thought was creeping into the Corintllaurch in connection with the doctrine of the
resurrection. Paul dealt with this question by @fipg to the plain historical evidence for the
resurrection of Christ. That fact itself had noebelenied in Corinth. It was supported by the
testimony not only of Paul himself, but also ofé?ebf the apostles, and of five hundred brethrestm
of whom were still alive. Paul had received theoartt of the death, the burial, the resurrection, an
the appearances of Jesus from Jerusalem and nofdmumbPeter during the fifteen days which the
two apostles had spent together three years atdisRconversion. In | Cor 15:1-7 Paul is reproaggi
the account which the primitive Jerusalem churcrega its own foundation. And in that account
Christianity appears, not as an aspiration, nob@s devotion to an ideal of life, not as inculcatof

a certain kind of conduct, but as “a piece of infation” about something that had actually happened
— namely the atoning death and glorious resurreaifoJesus our Lord.

The Second Epistle to the Corinthians



The First Epistle to the Corinthians did not erdidficulties in the Corinthian church. On the

contrary, after the writing of that letter, certaniserable busybodies had sought to draw the
Corinthian Christians away from their allegiancelte apostle. A brief visit which Paul had made to
Corinth had not ended the trouble. At last Paullb&cEphesus in great distress. He had passed
through a terrible personal danger, when he hapladiesl of life, but more trying still was the thdug

of Corinth. Finding no relief from his troubles Wwent to Troas and then across to Macedonia. There a
length relief came. Titus, Paul’s helper, arrivethvgood news from Corinth; the church had returned
to its allegiance. To give expression to his jog #manksgiving, Paul wrote the Second Epistle o th
Corinthians. In the Epistle he also dealt with itinegtter of the collection for the poor at Jerusaland
administered a last rebuke to the Corinthian treubakers.



In | Corinthians it is the congregation that ighe forefront of interest; in Il Corinthians, oretbther
hand, it is the apostle and his ministry. In tleitdr, the Apostle Paul lays bare before his resaither

very secrets of his heart, and reveals the glafi¢ése ministry which God had intrusted to him. Tha
ministry was the ministry of reconciliation. Goddamen had been separated by the great gulf of sin,
which had brought men under God’s wrath and ciNs¢hing that men could do could possibly bridge
the gulf. But what was impossible with men was pgmesvith God. By the redeeming work of Christ
the gulf had been closed; all had been made riggnhadbetween God and those for whom Christ died.

The Epistle to the Romans

Arriving at Corinth Paul spent three months in ttisit. During this time he wrote the Epistle to the
Romans. Paul was intending to visit the city of Roifhe church at Rome had not been founded by
him; it was important, therefore, that in ordeptepare for his coming he should set forth platoly

the Romans the gospel which he proclaimed. Thahet he does in the Epistle to the Romans. In the
Epistle to the Romans, the way of salvation throGghist is set forth more fully than in any other
book of the New Testament. In Galatians it is eghfin a polemic way, when Paul was in the midst
of a deadly conflict against a religion of workgré it is set forth more calmly and more fully.

In the first great division of the Epistle, Paulsstorth the universal need of salvation. The nseatiie
to sin. All have sinned, and are under God’s jusittivand curse. Rom. 1:18 to 3:20. But the Lord
Jesus Christ bore that curse for all believersiyogg for them on the cross; he paid the just pgrel
our sins, and clothed us with his perfect righteegs. Ch. 3:21-31. This saving work of Christ, and
the faith by which it is accepted, were set fortlthe Old Testament Scriptures. Ch. 4. The re$uhe
salvation is peace with God, and an assured h@tevtiat God has begun through the gift of Christ,
he will bring to a final completion. Ch. 5:1-11.0%) as in Adam all died, by sharing in the guilt of
Adam’s sin, so in Christ all believers are madeaalVs. 12-21.

But, Paul goes on, the freedom which is wrough€Chyist does mean freedom to sin; on the contrary
it means freedom from the power of sin; it meangwa life which is led by the power of God. Ch. 6

What the law could not do, because the power opserented men from keeping its commands, that
Christ has accomplished. Ch. 7. Through Chrisiglets have been made sons of God; there is to
them “no condemnation”; and nothing in this wortdtee, next shall separate them from the love of
Christ. Ch. 8.

Toward the spread of this gospel, Paul goes onytitde course of history has been made to lead. The
strange dealings of God both with Jews and Gerdilegart of one holy and mysterious plan. Chs. 9
to 11.

In the last section of the Epistle, Paul shows Hoevglorious gospel which he has set forth results
holy living from day to day. Chs. 12 to 16.

Questions on Chapter 21

1. What was the occasion for the writing of | Coriatig? of [l Corinthians? of Romans?



2. Give outlines of these three Epistles.



Chapter 22 : The First Imprisonment of Paul

After the three months which Paul spent at Coranththe third missionary journey, he went up to
Jerusalem in order to help bear the gifts whichdu collected in the Gentile churches for the mdor
the Jerusalem church. He was accompanied by a mwhbelpers, among them Luke, the writer of
the Third Gospel and the book of The Acts. Luke teadained behind at Philippi on the second
missionary journey, and now, several years laejpmed the apostle again. The portions of the
journey where Luke was actually present are natraitd he Acts in great detail and with remarkable
vividness.

When Paul came to Miletus on the coast of Asia Wihe sent to Ephesus for the elders of the
Ephesian church, and when they came he held aladtabwell discourse. There was a touching
scene when he finally parted from those who loviedd$o well.

Acts 21:15 to 28:31

Despite prophecies of the imprisonment that awditedPaul went bravely on to Jerusalem. There he
was warmly received by James the brother of the lamd by the church. Acts 21:15-26. But the non-
Christian Jews falsely accused him of bringing @estvith him into the Temple. Vs. 27-40. There
was an onslaught against him, and he was rescutiteliyoman chief captain, who took him into the
Castle of Antonia which the Romans used to guagditmple area. On the steps of the castle he was
allowed to address the people, ch. 22:1-22, whered to him at first because he used the Aramaic
language instead of Greek, but broke out againstdgiain when he spoke of his mission to the
Gentiles.

An appeal to his Roman citizenship saved Paul oourging, Acts 22:23-29; and a hearing the next
day before the sanhedrin, ch. 22:30 to 23:10, bdrbagly a quarrel between the Sadducees and the
Pharisees. That night Paul had a comforting visioGhrist. V.11.

A plot of the Jews to waylay Paul and kill him wasstrated by Paul’s sister’s son, who told thesthi
captain. The chief captain sent the prisoner witlescort down to Caesarea where the procuratot Feli
had his residence. Acts 23:12-35. Hearings befehe& Brought no decisive result, ch. 24, and Paul
was left in prison at Caesarea for two years l@dtus arrived as successor of Felix. Then, inrdode
prevent being taken to Jerusalem for trial, Pagr@sed his right as a Roman citizen by appeabng t
the court of the emperor. Ch. 25:1-12.

Accordingly, after a hearing before Herod Agrippanlho had been made king of a realm northeast of
Palestine by the Romans, v. 13; ch. 26:32, Paulseatas a prisoner to Rome, chs. 27:1 to 28:16.

On the journey lie was accompanied by Luke, whodmasn a detailed account of the voyage — an
account which is not only perhaps the chief soofaaformation about the seafaring of antiquityt bu
also affords a wonderful picture of the way Pauéddn a time of peril. The ship was wrecked on the
island of Malta, and it was not until the followisgring that the prisoner was brought to Rome. &her
he remained in prison for two years, chained toldisr guard, but permitted to dwell in his owndur
house and to receive visits from his friends. AR8%-3 1.

During this first Roman imprisonment Paul wroterfoéihis Epistles — to the Colossians and to
Philemon, to the Ephesians, and to the Philippi@o$ossians, Philemon, and Ephesians were all



written at the same time. Colossians and Ephesians both sent by the same messenger, Tychicus,
and this messenger was accompanied by Onesimudyovhdhe Epistle to Philemon.

The Epistle to Philemon

Onesimus was a slave who had run away from Philememmaster. He then had been converted by
Paul, and Paul was now sending him back to hisanashe little letter which the apostle wrote oisth
occasion gives a wonderful picture of the way inchfordinary social relationships like that of neast
and servant may be made the means of expressiohristian love. Very beautiful also was the
relation between Philemon and the apostle througbmvhe had been converted.

The Epistle to the Colossians

The church at Colossae, to which the Epistle tddbssians is addressed, had been founded not by
Paul but by one of his helpers, Epaphras. A cetygia of false teaching had been brought into the
church by those who laid stress upon angels inyathat was harmful to the exclusive position of
Christ. In reply, Paul sets forth in the Epistle thajesty of Jesus, who existed from all etermity a
was the instrument of God the Father in the craaifche world. This was no new teaching; it is
always presupposed in the earlier Epistles of Rand,about it there was no debate. But in the Egist
to the Colossians, in view of the error that waseping through false speculation, Paul took ocoasio
to set forth fully what in the former letters hedh@esupposed.

The Epistle to the Ephesians

The Epistle to the Ephesians is probably a cirdeléer addressed to a group of churches of which
Ephesus was the center. In this letter the persgaalent is less prominent than in the other Paulin
Epistles; Paul allows his mind to roam freely otrex grand reaches of the divine economy. The
Church is here especially in view. She is represkast the bride of Christ, and as the culminatfon o
an eternal and gracious plan of God.

The Epistle to the Philippians

The Epistle to the Philippians was probably writi@er than the other Epistles of the first capyivi
The immediate occasion for the writing of the lettas the arrival of a gift from the Philippian
church, on account of which Paul desires to expgnespy. Paul had always stood in a peculiarly
cordial relation to his Philippian converts; he leen willing, therefore, to receive gifts frommie
although in other churches he had preferred to rhakself independent by laboring at his trade. But
the letter is not concerned only or even chieflthvihe gifts of the Philippian church. Paul desiaésb
to

inform his Philippian brethren about the situatedrRome. His trial is approaching; whether it resul
in his death or in his release, he is content.28Bu matter of fact he expects to see the Philigpia
again.

Moreover, Paul holds up in the letter the exampl€hrist, which was manifested in the great act of
loving condescension by which he came into thedvarld endured for our sakes the accursed death
on the cross. That humiliation of Christ, Paul sayas followed by exaltation; God has now given to
Jesus the name that is above every name.



At the conclusion of the two years in prison in RgRaul was released, probably in A.D. 63. This fac
is attested not by the book of The Acts, of whiuk narrative closes at the end of the two years at
Rome, but by the Pastoral Epistles of Paul andialsan Epistle of Clement of Rome which was
written at about A.D. 95. Clement says that Paultvie Spain. This he probably did immediately after
his release. He then went to the East again, fea# in the East that | Timothy and Titus were tent

Questions on Chapter 22.

1. Outline the events in the life of Paul which ocearbetween the departure from Corinth and
the end of the first Roman imprisonment.

2. What was the occasion for the writing of ColosstaatPhilemon? of Ephesians? of
Philippians?

3. Give outlines of these Epistles.



Chapter 23 : The Close of the Apostolic Age
The Pastoral Epistles

It was observed in the last lesson that Paul wlaased, from his first Roman imprisonment, and went
then to Spain and then to the East. At the timermiliégmothy was written he has just left Timothy
behind at Ephesus when he himself has gone intetata, and now writes the letter with
instructions for Timothy as to the way of condugtthe affairs of the church. Similarly, the Epistie
Titus was written to guide Titus in his work on isk&and of Crete.

After this last period of activity in the East, Pawas imprisoned again at Rome. During this second
Roman imprisonment he wrote Il Timothy, to encoerdgnothy and instruct him, and to give to him
and to the Church a farewell message just beferewun death, which he was expecting very soon.

The two Epistles to Timothy and the Epistle to $jtwhich are called the Pastoral Epistles, arel@imi
to one another in important respects. They alblagss upon soundness of teaching and upon the
organization of the Church. In the closing yearhisflife Paul provided for the permanence of his
work; the period of origination was over and theiqu of conservation had begun. It was not God’s
will that every Christian generation should haweaded to it anew the whole of the gospel. What is
true in one age is true in all ages. It was a aajuhing, therefore, that the Pastoral Epistlevioed
for the preservation of the faith which was oncedibdelivered the saints.

Soon after the writing of Il Timothy, Paul was batled at Rome. This event, which is attested in
altogether credible Christian tradition outsidehe® New Testament, took place within the reigref t
Emperor Nero — that is, before A.D. 68. At the tiofehe great fire at Rome in A.D. 64 Nero had
persecuted the Christians, as is narrated by Ta¢he Roman historian. But at that time Paul
probably escaped by being out of the city; his akea probably did not occur until several years
later.

At about the time of the death of Paul disastrognts were taking place in Palestine. James the
brother of the Lord had been put to death by tesde A.D. 62, according to Josephus the Jewish
historian, or a few years later according to ano#teeount. In A.D. 66 the Jews rose in revolt agiain
the Romans. In the war that followed there wasribte siege of Jerusalem. Before the siege the
Christians in the city had fled to Pella, easthaf Jordan. Jerusalem was captured by the Romans in
A.D. 70, and the Temple destroyed.

From that time on, the Church in Palestine ceasde tof great relative importance; the gospel had
passed for the most part to the Gentiles. A nurobtire apostles remained for many years, | ever, to
guide and instruct the Church, and important badkbe New Testament were written in this period
either by the apostles themselves or by those wdumisinder their direction.

The Epistle to the Hebrews
Even before the destruction of the Temple, theimaigdisciples had begun to labor far and wide

among the Gentiles. It was perhaps during this/gaatiod that the Epistle to the Hebrews was writte
The name of the author is unknown, but the boakuig apostolic — that is, it was written either by



an apostle or by one who wrote under the directiche apostles. The Epistle is intended to cetebra
the all-sufficiency of Christ as the great HigheBti who has made atonement by his own blood, as
distinguished from the Old Testament types thaevileiended to point forward to him.

The First Epistle of Peter

Some years before the destruction of Jerusalengpbstle Peter left Palestine. In the course of his
missionary journeys he went to Rome, and it wabages from Rome that he wrote the First Epistle of
Peter, the word “Babylon” in | Peter 5:13 beinghaas a figurative designation of Rome as the
“Babylon” of that age. The Epistle was addresse@hastians in Asia Minor, and was intended to
encourage the readers to Christian fortitude imidst of persecution. The gospel proclaimed in the
Epistle is the one great apostolic gospel of Chrisideeming work which was also proclaimed by Paul

The Second Epistle of Peter; The Epistle of Jude

The Second Epistle of Peter was written by the #gpts warn his readers against false teaching and
urge them to be faithful to the authority of th@sibes and of the Scriptures. Closely related to Il

Peter is the Epistle of Jude, which was writterobg of the brothers of Jesus. The apostle Peter, in
accordance with a thoroughly credible Christiaditran, finally suffered a martyr’'s death at Rome.

The apostle John, the son of Zebedee, became &ldecfighe Church in Asia Minor, where, at
Ephesus, he lived until nearly the end of the fiesitury. During this period he wrote five book< e
New Testament.

The Gospel According to John was written to suppleinthe other three Gospels which had long been
in use. It contains much of the most precious andtmprofound teaching of our Lord, as it had been
stored up in the memory of the “beloved disciphbaid it presents the glory of the Word of God as tha
glory had appeared on earth to an eyewitness.

The Epistles of John

The First Epistle of John was written in order éonbat certain errors which were creeping into the
Church in Asia Minor and in order to present to teaders the true Christian life of love, founded
upon the Son of God who had come in the flesh bagiin by the new birth which makes a man a
child of God.

The Second Epistle of John is a very brief lettattan to warn an individual church of the samedkin
of error as is combated in | John.

The Third Epistle is addressed to an individualig€tan named Gaius, who is praised for his
hospitality to visiting missionaries, which was there praiseworthy because it was in contrasteo th
inhospitality of a certain Diotrephes. The littdter sheds a flood of light upon the details of
congregational life in the last period of the Adist Age.

The Book of Revelation



The book of Revelation is based upon a revelatibichvthe apostle John had received during a
banishment to the island of Patmos, off the cobas@ Minor, not far from Ephesus. Probably the
book itself was written on the same island. Thekbmantains letters to seven churches of westera Asi
Minor which are intended to encourage or warn tireaccordance with the needs of every individual
congregation. The whole book is a tremendous prphwehich strengthens the faith of the Church in
the midst of persecutions and trials by revealimgplan of God, especially as it concerns the sgcon
coming of our Lord and the end of the world. Detaif future events, especially times and seasons,
are not intended to be revealed, but rather gmatiples both of good and of evil, which manifest
themselves in various ways in the subsequent listathe Church. The prophecy, however, will
receive its highest and final fulfillment only wheord shall come again, and bring in the final reig

of righteousness and the blessedness of those Whdras redeemed.

Questions on Chapter 23
1. When, where, and why were the three Pastoral Episttitten?
2. Outline the life of Paul after his release from tingt Roman imprisonment?
3. What is known about the latter part of the lifePafter?

4. What was the occasion for the writing of | Peterfl @eter? of Jude? What are the
characteristics of these Letters?

5. What is known about the latter part of the lifeJohn?

6. What were the date and the purpose of the Gospmrdimg John; of the Epistles of John; of
the book of Revelation.



